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“Enough: Discovering Joy through Simplicity 

& Generosity” 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          

                                                                                                       
in the MLB playoffs. When it comes to the realm of sports, things seem 

a little bit closer to normal. With every else going on in the world, I 

appreciate the distraction. 
 

How we have church services has certainly changed. A lot of church 

pastors were forced to become experts in technology really quickly, pre-

recording services an offering service on the internet livestreaming, 

especially when we were not allowed to really gather at all within our 

church buildings. One major concern for many churches was their 

financial well-being. Would people still be willing to support their 

church if they were not physically able to attend? 
 

      I must say that amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, our financial 

situation as a church continues to be in pretty good shape. We applied 

for the Payroll Protection Plan (PPP) which definitely supplemented the 

income of both churches during the “safer at home” order. We received 

a generous bequest of $10,000 from an estate. You have also continued 

to be very supportive of the church financially whether your offerings 

come to us during our church service, through the mail, or through some 

online format. 
 

We got word last week that Big Ten Football 

will be back in mid-October (first Wisconsin game 

is October 24th vs. Illinois)! The NFL football 

season appears to be moving along, with the 

Packers off to a good start, at 2-0 (as of the 

printing of this newsletter). The Milwaukee Bucks 

were disappointing, but it was nice to see them in 

the playoffs again. Now we wait to see what 

management might do to convince Giannis 

Antetokounmpo to stick around. The Brewers are 

chasing a spot 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
     
 

 

Over the last few years, we have set aside October as Stewardship 

Month and even in the midst of COVID-19, I think it is important for us 

to continue this tradition. The Stewardship Grant Committee has been 

creative in figuring out how we will get this information out to our folks 

who are getting letters at home, our folks watching online, and our folks 

who are at the church . I know it can be uncomfortable when we talk 

about money and church finances, and there is a perception in some 

church circles that all “the church” does is talk about money, so I hope 

that my sermon series in October a bit different. 

 

Will we be talking about money all four Sundays? Yes. But, the 

focus is not just going to be on money and what you should be giving to 

your church. That will be a part of it, but the focus in actually going to 

be more on your own personal finances, thinking about how you view 

money through the lens of your relationship with Jesus Christ and 

through the lens of your being a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

 

I will be utilizing the chapters from the book Enough: Discovering 

Joy through Simplicity and Generosity by Adam Hamilton. Adam 

Hamilton is pastor of The United Church of the Resurrection, the largest 

UMC church in the United States. He has authored a number of books 

and is well-known in Methodist circles. I read the book a few weeks ago 

I must admit it has definitely changed how I view my (our) personal 

finances. I hope you will find the series to helpful in doing your own 

financial planning and where the church does fit into your financial 

planning. 

 

A letter will be coming to you in the mail next week which will have 

a letter from Penny Edwards and Rachel Dees. With the letter you will 

also receive a narrative budget for 2020 thus far, as well as your 

quarterly statement which will let you know how your giving compares 

to the pledge you made for 2020. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know. I look 

forward to going with you on this journey together throughout October.

         

         

          ~ Pastor Jim   

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Tithing $11,060 78% 

Building Use $170 1% 

Other $2,948 21% 

Total  $14,178 
         

 

Personnel $8,177 51% 
Service & 
Outreach $1,943 12% 

Property $5,648 35% 

General $340 2% 

Total Expenses $16,107 
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FINANCIAL 



 

YTD 

Tithing $79,055 74% 

Fundraisers $2,004 2% 

Building Use $1,070 1% 

Other $24,371 23% 

Total  $106,500 

 

Personnel $62,565 58% 
Service and 
Outreach $16,714 16% 

Property $25,893 24% 

General $2,411 2% 

Total Expenses $107,582 
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“TIS THE GIFT TO BE SIMPLE” 
 

‘Tis the gift to be simple, ’tis the gift to be free; ’tis the gift to 
come down where you ought to be  

(Simple Gifts/Shaker Hymn, Joseph Brackett)  
 
During the Covid-19 pandemic, most of us are living under 

conditions of enforced simplicity. There are fewer luxuries and 
entertainments to spend money on and for most of us, less 
traveling, shopping, and visiting. Although, some people find 
the forced confinement to be stressful itself, most people are, 
all in all, under less of the kinds of stress they usually 
experience.  

John Wesley, in his sermon, “The Use of Money (#50),” 
insists that simplicity is essential for the Godly use of money. If 
we earn all we can honestly, then we are to save all we can, 
meaning retain all we can, by not using it wastefully. Rather 
than spending on luxury foods and personal ornaments (home, 
fashion, etc.), says Wesley, we should “be content with what 
plain nature requires.” Nor, should we lead our children into an 
extravagant lifestyle.  

Why, then are we saving? In order to serve God through 1) 
supplying your own simple needs, 2) and the needs of your 
family and household, and then 3) giving your surplus to the 
“household of faith” and to other people for their simple needs. 
We are not the proprietors of creation, but rather the stewards 
of it. So, when we are planning an expenditure, Wesley 
advises us to ask, 1) am I acting as a proprietor or a steward? 
2) am I following Scripture? 3) can I offer this as a sacrifice to 
God, through Jesus Christ? and 4) will this action be judged as 
righteous?  

There are plenty of churches and people in need during the 
pandemic. This is a good time to get even better at God’s 
simplicity. As Wesley says in ending his sermon, “Give all ye 
have, as well as all ye are, a spiritual sacrifice to Him who 
withheld not from you his Son, his only Son.”  

 
Jim Wells,  

Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 
 



 
 

 
 

  

 

FALL RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE 
 

The annual UMW Fall Rummage and Bake Sale is still scheduled to 
happen on Friday, October 9 and Saturday, October 10, 2020. 
However, this year’s event will look a bit different as we felt we 
needed to make some changes because of the coronavirus. During the 
sale all workers and shoppers will need to wear masks and follow the 
rules of social-distancing. It may be necessary to limit the number of 
shoppers to 10 at a time in Fellowship Hall.  

  The biggest changes will be in what we will be selling. First of 
all, we are sorry to say that we will not accept or sell any adult or 
children’s clothing, shoes, hats, purses, bedding, pillows, blankets or 
stuffed toys. WE WILL GLADLY ACCEPT: knick-knacks, antiques, 
furniture (no entertainment centers please), jewelry and watches, 
housewares and décor, crafts, lamps, pictures, picture frames, clocks, 
kitchen goods such as pots and pans, dishes, silverware etc., etc. We 
will accept toys (not stuffed toys), games, books, and puzzles. Also we 
will need décor and other items for the holidays, both Christmas and 
the fall season. As in other years PLEASE DO NOT BRING: TVs, 
computers, dehumidifiers, home-recorded VCR tapes, or 
inappropriate DVDs, books or magazines.   

 We are also planning to go ahead with the Bake Sale on 
Saturday, October 10th.  If you like to bake, please consider donating 
items—everything must be wrapped and sealed in see-through bags 
or containers when you bring them in. Please price your items and 
bring them to the church on Friday or early Saturday.  

 It will be important for us to know who is willing to work 
throughout the sale and set-up, well ahead of time. We will begin to 
set things up on Tuesday, October 6th. Set-up will continue through 
Thursday, October 8th. Set-up times will be from 9:00AM-4:00PM on 
those days. Sign-up sheets will be available in Fellowship Hall or call 
Charlene Mingst (935-5758) or Nancy Mortimer at (608-574-6916) to 
let us know that you will help. (Thank you to those who have already 
said they would help.) 

 This fundraiser will help the United Methodist Women meet 
our goals of mission on the local, state, national, and international 
levels, including supporting the general budget of our church. THANK 
YOU TO ALL WHO WILL WORK AND ALSO TO EVERYONE WHO 
DONATES ITEMS.  

 



  
 

The United Methodist Women will meet on Thursday, 
October 1st, at 6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall. Please remember 
that there is no officer’s meeting held before this meeting—all 
are welcome to attend at the 6:30 PM starting time. Martha 
Boyer will lead the program--“Righteousness Flows Like a 
Stream” from the 2020-2021 UMW Program Book. We will be 
wearing masks and following the rules of social distancing.  

 
The Wisconsin Conference UMW Virtual Annual Gathering 

is scheduled for Saturday, October 17, 2020. The theme for 
this event is:  Walking in the Light: United for Justice. The 
starting time is 9:00 AM, the meeting will close at 12:00 PM. 
Keri Olson is the worship leader speaking on the theme--
“Feel the Light. Be the Light! (Lessons from COVID -19)”.  

 
Judith Siaba is the keynote speaker—the title of her 

message is “Justice for our Neighbors: Immigration”. There is 
no registration cost.   Martha Boyer, president, UMW 
Wisconsin Conference will be the presiding officer at this 
event. The mail-in registration is due by Saturday, October 3rd 
or registration by email is due Monday, October 5th.  If you are 
interested in attending please contact Robin Digman, Martha 
Boyer, or Charlene Mingst. 

 

 
 

PLEASE PRAY:  

John Schwartz, Anna Olson, Joyce V, Lois Dobson, Candy, 

Bill Wilson, Alan Jewell, John Kristen, Rose Williams, Jackie Dux, 

Mary Lou Oxnem, Jack Meixelsperger, Kathy Bryant, Palmer 

Wilson, Fernando, Kristina Bjornstad, Renee Mote, Mark Case, 

Miller/Putz family, Alice Griffiths, Marian Jewell, Pam Fingerson, 

Walsh Family, Tenley Walker , Allison 
 

  

 



 

OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS 
 
2 Jeanne Kapotas 
6 Deb Short 
13 Jan Aschlimen 
17 Tonia Puckett  
20 Melody Farmer 
24 Sarah Godfrey 
30 Renee Weber  

 

 

 Giving/Attendance Stats 

SEPTEMBER 

Week Attendance Offering 

1 26 $2,370 

2 33 $1,857 

3 31 $2,605 

4 n/a n/a 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 
12 Ben & Mary Berryman 
19 Lois Leffler & David LaBelle 
19 Mike & Renee Weber  
20 James & Deb Short  
21 John & Lesley Houck  
25 Don & Dee Dochnahl  
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