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 “A New Look to 2021” 
 
 
  

If you were not already aware,  
throughout the year 2020 I have  
been participating in something  
called the Institute for  
Congregational Development  
(ICD), a program sponsored by 
the Wisconsin Annual Conference with a focus on equipping 
pastors to revitalize the churches that they serve, in addition to 
also equipping them for the potential of planting new churches 
as well.  
 
I have completed all but the final two of the training sessions. 
Our first session occurred in February and that was on the 
campus of People’s Church UMC in Oregon, WI. The remaining 
sessions have all been online and through the Zoom 
application. I have attended trainings and presentations 
covering a variety of topics: worship, discipleship making, 
church mission/vision, multiculturalism, understanding culture, 
just to name a few. Throughout this year I have learned a great 
deal! That’s really an understatement…I am swimming in new 
ideas, new initiatives, and new potential ministries. 
 
  I have put together a rather lengthy “to-do” list of 
  tasks that I need to work on and initiatives that I 
  would like to try. This actually times out well as we 
  quickly approach a new year. It is my hope starting 
  in 2021 to being tackling this to-do list. This year I 
  am completing my eighth and final year serving on 

 

 



  two different Wisconsin Annual Conference-level committee 
positions: The Commission on Archives and History and Program 
and Arrangements. It is my hope that the extra time I get from not 
having these commitments will be dedicated to this “to-do” list. 
          
I have come to realize that before I became pastor here in 2015 
there were many changes that were made at Dodgeville United 
Methodist. I have come to appreciate some of the changes 
made, and I actually have fought to keep them. There were 
others changes that were made that I did not like, and in 
consultation with church leadership, we determined it would be 
best to stop. In my first year as pastor at Dodgeville UMC I spent 
a great deal of time listening. I listened to the folks that 
overwhelmingly liked the changes that were made; they felt like 
they were aimed at growing the church and welcoming in new 
disciples of Jesus Christ. I also listened to folks that felt like 
changes were made without there being a lot of discussion about 
why the changes were made. I also heard everything in between. 
I could definitely see the wisdom in the different perspectives that 
I heard. 
 
If the Institute of Congregation  
Development has taught me anything,  
it has taught me that if either Dodgeville  
UMC or Grace (Ridgeway) UMC would  
like to be churches that are growing by  
bringing in new disciples of Jesus Christ,  
this will require change. Change is not easy in the church; I have 
learned this the hard way in my 12 years of pastoral ministry. But, 
change can also be good, and critical, if we are going to live into 
our mission. The key, to me, is making sure that as many folks as 
possible feel they have a voice in the discussion about the 
decisions that are made. It may not mean that everything goes 
the way that you want, but that you know that you were able to 
share your thoughts and opinions. 
                  

So, in 2021, you will see some changes. Now, some of the 
changes will be minor and you may not even notice. Other 
changes I will be proposing to the appropriate committees for 
discussion and potential action. I want to make sure that 

 



 
  

 

everyone is aware of some of the other initiatives that I am 
interested in pursuing to make sure that no one is caught off-
guard of is unware of what is happening. I am looking forward 
to an exciting year of new ideas, new possibilities, and new 
movements of the Holy Spirit in our congregations!  
         
        ~ Pastor Jim  
 

“Christmas Eve Services” 
 
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung and the  
COVID-19 task force for the  
Wisconsin Annual Conference  
have recommended that  
churches should not have  
worship services in their church  
buildings through at least the  
remainder of 2020. This is not a requirement, simply a 
recommendation. In consultation with the church councils of 
both churches, and making sure to abide by appropriate 
protocols, we have had worship services in our churches since 
June 21st. Even with growing number of COVID-19 cases in 
Iowa County, I feel as though by taking appropriate precautions, 
we have been able to successfully host worship in our church 
buildings. 
 
To accommodate the guidelines that have been made available 
to us, we determined that at Dodgeville UMC we keep our 
number of congregants for a service to under 50 people. While 
we have been averaging 25-30 individuals on a Sunday, I am 
looking ahead to December, I have been wondering what we 
might do for Christmas Eve services. I believe there will be more 
folks that will want the opportunity to be in the church building for 
Christmas Eve. So, in consultation with the church council, we 
will be asking for folks to call or email the office ahead and 
reserve a spot for a Christmas Eve service.  
 
The 7:00PM and 9:00PM Christmas Eve services at Dodgeville 
UMC will be the same style of service, offered at two different 

 



  

times. The music for the service will be traditional (organ/piano) 
with the addition of a special music piece or two. Communion will 
be a part of each service, but we will not have the candle-lighting 
portion of the service so that we can accommodate social 
distancing practices. 
 

   If you are planning attend either of the two 
   Dodgeville UMC services, you will need to 
   call [935-5451] or email    
   [office@dodgevilleumc.org] the church 
   office and let us know how many people 
   will be in attendance in your family. We 
   will limit each service to 50 people. If we go 
over that number, we would offer folks the opportunity to be 
seated in the narthex (just outside the sanctuary) or in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
 
The 5:00PM Christmas Eve service at Grace (Ridgeway) UMC 
will be taking place upstairs in the sanctuary of the church, to 
accommodate a potential increase in attendance. The sanctuary 
provides plenty of extra space for the purposes of social 
distancing. This may also be an alternative for folks as well from 
the Dodgeville church. 
 
Please also keep in mind that with the increase in COVID-19 
cases in Wisconsin, and specifically Iowa County, it is 
possible that this plan will need to change. Please call the 
church office if you have any questions. 
         
    ~ Pastor Jim 

 

November 2020 Sermon Series 
 

 
 

On November 1st, we will be recognizing All Saints Sunday, a 
Sunday in which we honor all of those who have died in our 



  church family and our extended church family. I will be focusing 
on Revelation 7:9-17 for my message, a reading that offers some 
beautiful imagery about those who have died who are praising 
and worshipping and God. It is a glimpse of what it will be like for 
us when the earthly life of those who believe in Jesus Christ is 
over. In the midst of so much division, it offers a beautiful image of 
unity under the Lamb, Jesus Christ. 
 
This will provide something of a backdrop for the three weeks to 
follow in which I will be focusing on three different readings from 
the Gospel of Matthew: 25:1-13, 25:14-30, & 25:31-46. In this part 
of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus has a lot to say about what it will be 
like one day when he returns. None of these are easy readings, 
and they offer some tough truths. I hope you find them to be both 
informative and challenging. 
         

    ~ Pastor Jim 
 

“We’re Hiring!” 
 
While we have definitely appreciated the  
services of Mike Harwood as custodian of  
our church since early 2019, he has  
decided to move to Madison and will no  
longer be able to serve in this position. We  
will miss having him here at the church, 
 but we wish him well in his next chapter!  
We did want to let you know that applications are available as we 
look to hire a new custodian.  Applications are available at the 
church, or you can call or email the church office to have one 
sent to you. Applications for custodian are due November 
16th. We are also looking for someone who might be able to help 
with snow removal for the church. Applications for this 
position are available and due November 6th!  
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THANK YOU!    THANK YOU!    THANK YOU! 

 
The UMW wishes to thank everyone who helped in 
any way to make our 2020 Fall Rummage and Bake 
Sale an amazing success!!  
 

We really didn’t know what to expect in this 
unpredictable pandemic year but we are so very 
grateful to the 20 people who helped in one way or 
another throughout the week. We also received 
donations (cash or checks) from persons who have 
helped in past sales but were reluctant to do so 
because of COVID 19—we understand completely 
and want to say thank you.  
 

Even without clothing to sell, the tables were full of 
“treasures” for all the shoppers to choose from.  We 
also want to thank all those who contributed items for 
the bake sale. The money that was earned will be 
used to meet our pledge to mission to the WI 
Conference United Methodist Women and to UMW 
Mission Conference projects around the state and 
beyond. We will also be able to continue our support 
of local community projects as well as contributing to 
our DUMC general fund and the Madison Mission 
Chaplaincy. 
 

Again—thank you so very much!! 
 



 

September    

Tithing $8,770 78%  
Building Use $0 0%  
Other $2,406 22%  
Total  $11,176   

  

Tithing
78%

Building Use
0%

Other
22%

September Income = $11,176

 

 

Personnel $9,231 71%  
Service & 
Outreach $1,999 15%  
Property $1,360 10%  
General $379 3%  
Total Expenses $12,968   

 

 

Personnel
71%

Service & 
Outreach
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Property
11%

General
3%

September Expenses = $12,968



 

YTD    

Tithing $87,825 74%  
Fundraisers $2,004 2%  
Building Use $1,070 1%  
Other $26,777 23%  
Total  $117,676   

 

 

 

Tithing
74%

Fundraisers
2%

Building Use
1%

Other
23%

YTD Income = $117,676

Personnel $71,805 61%  
Service and 
Outreach $18,695 16%  
Property $27,253 23%  
General $379 0%  
Total Expenses $120,543   

 

 

Personnel
61%

Service and 
Outreach

16%

Property
23%

General
0%

Year to Date Expenses = $120,543



  

 
A STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE FOR YOUR CHURCH 

If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of 
you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill’, 

and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good 
of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.  

(James 2:15-17)  
 
How does a disciple set aside his or her life for God? We 
simplify, in our denomination, the complicated issue of 
discipleship as the following: your prayers, presence, gifts, 
service, and witness. It is important to note that discipleship is 
comprised of actions, not beliefs. You may say all the creeds, 
but as James (2:19) points out, “Even the demons believe [in 
God].”  
 
Much of our teaching about stewardship has to do with giving 
financially to support the mission and ministry of the church. 
That is giving, but what makes it discipleship. Last month I 
noted that when we are planning an expenditure, John Wesley 
advises us to ask, 1) am I acting as a proprietor or a steward? 
2) am I following Scripture? 3) can I offer this as a sacrifice to 
God, through Jesus Christ? and 4) will this action be judged as 
righteous?  
 
These are the questions of a mature disciple who understands 
that in the Kingdom of God, actions speak louder than words. 
Since the disciple knows that everything comes from God (a 
belief), then every expenditure, even spending for oneself or 
one’s family, should be put to Wesley’s tests. That is what sets 
aside the disciple’s expenditures for God. The disciple turns 
beliefs into action and converts the simple materialism of the 
economy into spirituality. Spending money may be 
indistinguishable between disciple and non-disciple, but the 
disciple’s spending helps bring about the Kingdom of God.  
 
Reread Wesley’s four rules above and you will see that a 
disciple’s expenditure includes prayer, presence, gift, service, 
and witness.  
 

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 



  

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend 
any of these meetings and/or events. We are hoping that we 

can gain some new members this year, please consider 
attending, we would love to see our membership grow. If you 

have any questions about UMW please contact Charlene Mingst 
or any one of our current members. 

 
The United Methodist Women will meet on Thursday, 
November 5, 2020 at 6:30PM in Fellowship Hall. (There will 
not be an officer’s meeting preceding the unit meeting.) Nancy 
Mortimer and Martha Boyer will lead the annual World Thank 
Offering/Pledge program. Please remember to bring your 
offering jars. We will be discussing our 2021 Budget and make 
decisions regarding “end of the year” giving. This is our last 
scheduled meeting for 2020. Charlene Mingst will provide 
refreshments.  
 
The annual South West District Day of Enrichment is 
scheduled for Saturday, November 14. This will be a virtual 
meeting via Zoom held from 9:00AM – 11:00AM. The theme for 
the meeting is Knitted Together for God’s Good Work—and will 
feature ideas for ways to adapt the UMW Program Book for 
virtual programs. Information will be shared regarding the UMW 
Reading Program.  
 
The deadline for registration is Tuesday, November 10th, so that 
there is time to send a Zoom Code to each of the participants. 
Please see Charlene Mingst, Martha Boyer, or Robin Digman 
for a registration form. There is no registration fee.  

 
 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  

PLEASE PRAY: 
Anna Olson, Lois Dobson, Candy, Bill Wilson, Alan Jewell, John Kristen, 

Rose Williams, Jackie Dux, Mary Lou Oxnem, Jack Meixelsperger, 

Kathy Bryant, Palmer Wilson, Fernando, Kristina Bjornstad, Renee Mote, 

Mark Case, Miller/Putz family, Alice Griffiths, Marian Jewell, Pam 

Fingerson, Walsh Family, Tenley Walker, Allison 

 
 

 

 
 
2 – Jon Trankle 
3 – Eunice Jewell 
3 - Jase Mulder  
4 – Pastor Jim 
7 – Jill Bower 
12 - Lee Oxnem  
14 - Merlin Gorsline  
22 - Karl Lasse  
24 - Bev Strutt  
25 - Cathryn Tredinnick  
26 – Zach Hickman 
 
 

 

 
 

NOVEMBER  

BIRTHDAYS 

Goodbye! 

To all United Methodist parishioners: 
As many know already, I am leaving 
the custodian position at the church 
at this time.   
 

I want to thank everybody for helping 
bring your building back to a shine! 
 

It has been my pleasure working 
with and around the parishioners at 
United Methodist Church. 
 

  Sincerely, 
  Michael Harwood 

 

 
 

 

18 – Jill & Eric Bower 
 
 

 

 
 

NOVEMBER 

ANNIVERSARY 

 Giving/Attendance Stats 

October 

Week Attendance Offering 

1 29 $3,206 

2 30 $3,146 

3 26 $2,660 

4 23 $654 

 

 



 

 

  

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
Please check out the bulletin board in the hall at church for 

more information about these opportunities. 

 
Looking for Salvation Army Bell Ringers 

www.registertoring.com 
 

 
Upland Hills Health Blood Drive 

Friday, November 13 
10:00-AM – 3:00 PM 

Hidden Valley Community Church 
Masks and appointments are required 

Call Amber Black 608-930-7165 

THANKS! 
 

Dear Friends!   
 
What a privilege to be together in worship, to celebrate 
God’s goodness and people’s faithful service in Jesus’ name.  
Thank you for welcoming me to your family and pulpit, 
and for bringing the kingdom to earth. 
 
You have blessed and encouraged so many and we are part 
of that grateful throng. 
 
Thank you so much! 
 
Jane Rubietta 
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