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I can’t still wrap my head around the fact that we start the season
of Advent this weekend, November 28th and 29th at Dodgeville
and Ridgeway. This year has been something of a blur…it feels
like the year has stretched on forever. It has been difficult! We’ve
just come off a very contentious election. We are continuing to
feel the effects of COVID-19! Just last week we celebrated
Christ the King Day which marks the end of the Christian year.
We begin a new one with Advent!
Who doesn’t like Advent? It is a season of excitement and
anticipation and joy. Lots of lots of joy! We’re preparing for
Christmas right? This is the time of year when I attempt to keep
us in the spirit of Advent and many want to push me forward into
our favorite Christmas hymns!  We may not be able to sing at
church like we usually do, but the radios are already filled with
the songs of the season. We’re purchasing Christmas gifts
(maybe more so online), watching Hallmark movies, decorating
our homes inside and out. Christmas parties, not so
much…maybe over Zoom? In just a few short weeks, we will be
celebrating Christmas!

But, are we really ready? Are we ready for what God promises?
Are we ready to really embrace what it is that this season is really
about? We have to admit that we fall short. The Advent and
Christmas season have us wrapped up in the wrong things. This
cartoon from “Coffee with Jesus” sums it up well.

Christmas is about Jesus! Christmas is Jesus!!
So, in what has been an unusual year, we can still find the joy in
the true reason for this season. I invite you to a sermon series
called “Company’s Coming” for the Advent season. That might
seem like a strange title for a series, especially because for
Thanksgiving, and most likely for Christmas, we will not be able to
have the company that we might be used to. Yet, my hope is that
together we might prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ, the ultimate company that we can have this season,
and really in our entire lives:
 November 28th/29th: “This Place Is a Mess!” —
Isaiah 64:1-9
 December 5th/6th: “Clean-Up Crew” — Mark
1:1-8
 December 12th/13th: “Deck the Halls” — Isaiah
61:1-4, 8-11
 December 19th/20th: “Waiting on the Threshold”
— Luke 1:26-38
Remember to check out the article about our Christmas Eve
services, and also the article about how you can help your
community during the Advent/Christmas season.
I wish you a blessed Advent season, a merry Christmas, and a
happy New Year!
~ Pastor Jim

Card shower for Ivy Wilson's 99th birthday!!
December 17, 2020
Please address cards to:
Ivy Wilson, Crestridge Assisted Living, 219 E
Grace St, Dodgeville, WI 53533.

Pastor’s Appreciation Thank You
I would like to thank you for your gifts on November 1st for Pastor’s
Appreciation Month. I realize that the year 2020 has been a difficult
one, one that has made all of our lives different. I am grateful for the
lovely quilt and the various gift cards to Walmart, Culvers, and Kwik
Trip! They have been a blessing to us both. Christina and I both
appreciate your support in the time that we have both been here. Thank
you!

Christina Received an Appointment!
Beginning on December 1st Christina will be serving as a part-time
pastor of the Denzer and North Freedom United Methodist Churches.
I am very excited for her as she begins this new chapter in ministry,
but I also am sad that she will not be a regular part of our worship
services and church life. Christina led the praise band for the last time
at our November 22nd worship service. When you have the
opportunity, please send her a card of congratulations, a Facebook
message, or offer her well wishes the next time you see her !

~ Pastor Jim

“Christmas Eve Services”
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung and the
COVID-19 task force for the
Wisconsin Annual Conference
have recommended that
churches should not have
worship services in their church
buildings through at least the
remainder of 2020. This is not a requirement, simply a
recommendation. In consultation with the church councils of
both churches, and making sure to abide by appropriate
protocols, we have had worship services in our churches since
June 21st. Even with growing number of COVID-19 cases in
Iowa County, I feel as though by taking appropriate precautions,
we have been able to successfully host worship in our church
buildings.
To accommodate the guidelines that have been made available
to us, we determined that at Dodgeville UMC we keep our
number of congregants for a service to under 50 people. While
we have been averaging 25-30 individuals on a Sunday, I am
looking ahead to December, I have been wondering what we
might do for Christmas Eve services. I believe there will be more
folks that will want the opportunity to be in the church building for
Christmas Eve. So, in consultation with the church council, we
will be asking for folks to call or email the office ahead and
reserve a spot for a Christmas Eve service.
The 7:00PM and 9:00PM Christmas Eve services at Dodgeville
UMC will be the same style of service, offered at two different
times. The music for the service will be traditional (organ/piano)
with the addition of a special music piece or two. Communion
will be a part of each service, but we will not have the candlelighting portion of the service so that we can accommodate
social distancing practices.
If you are planning attend either of the two Dodgeville UMC
services, you will need to call [935-5451] or email
[office@dodgevilleumc.org] the church office and let us

know how many people will be in
attendance in your family. We will limit
each service to 50 people. If we go over that
number, we would offer folks the opportunity
to be seated in the narthex (just outside the
sanctuary) or in the Fellowship Hall.
The 5:00PM Christmas Eve service at Grace (Ridgeway) UMC
will be taking place upstairs in the sanctuary of the church, to
accommodate a potential increase in attendance. The sanctuary
provides plenty of extra space for the purposes of social
distancing. This may also be an alternative for folks as well from
the Dodgeville church.
Please also keep in mind that with the increase in COVID-19
cases in Wisconsin, and specifically Iowa County, it is
possible that this plan will need to change. Please call the
church office if you have any questions.
~ Pastor Jim

Week
1
2
3
4

Giving/Attendance Stats
Attendance
Offering
November
28
$3,869
27
$3,685
16
$2,070
17
$2,245

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARY
31 – Art & Margaret Humbert
PLEASE PRAY
Anna Olson, Lois Dobson, Candy, Bill Wilson, Alan Jewell, John
Kristen, Rose Williams, Jackie Dux, Mary Lou Oxnem, Jack
Meixelsperger, Kathy Bryant, Palmer Wilson, Fernando, Kristina
Bjornstad, Renee Mote, Mark Case, Miller/Putz family, Alice Griffiths,
Marian Jewell, Pam Fingerson, Walsh Family, Tenley Walker, Allison

“Christmas Giving Opportunities”
Each year at Dodgeville
UMC we have our gift giving
tradition in which tags are
put on a small Christmas
tree in our narthex, and
folks take the tags off the
tree and purchase gifts for
children who are in need in the community. Those are
available the next time you are able to come to the church. If
you could purchase those gifts and bring them back
unwrapped by December 13th, that would be wonderful!
We are also collecting gifts for the residents of Bloomfield
Manor (and potentially Sienna Crest). Gift ideas inlude: gripper
socks, baseball caps, body sprays/lotions, large print word
searches, adult coloring books, crayons or colored pencils,
soft candy (regular and diabetic, boxed greetings cards,
stamps. If you might be willing to purchase some of these
items that will be presented as gifts for the residents you can
either: (1) bring those items to the church (and put them under
the tree) or (2) you can call the church office and we will
coordinate for someone to pick them up from you. You can
purchase as much as you would like. The deadline is for these
gifts is December 20th.

DECEMBER
3 - Scott Godfrey
4 - Keith Bowers
5 - Mylee Mulder
8 - Mary Terrill
12 - Denise Tolzman
14 - James Short

BIRTHDAYS
17 – Ivy Wilson
19 – Holly Starr
20 – Mary Wilson
22 – Robin Digman
22 – Dawn Van Epps
23 – Rosemary Edwards
29 – Mary Lou Oxnem
31 – Julie Colden

October
Tithing
Building Use
Other
Total

$9,612
$0
$417
$10,029

96%
0%
4%

October Income = $10,029
Other
4%
Building Use
0%
Tithing
96%

Personnel
Service &
Outreach
Property
General
Total Expenses

$8,458

61%

$1,943
$3,110
$391
$13,902

14%
22%
3%

October Expenses = $13,902
Property
22%

Service &
Outreach
14%

General
3%

Personnel
61%

YTD
Tithing
Fundraisers
Building Use
Other
Total

$97,437
$2,004
$1,070
$17,194
$117,705

83%
2%
1%
14%

YTD Income = $117,705
Other
14%

Building Use
1%
Fundraisers
2%

Tithing
83%

Personnel
Service and
Outreach
Property
General
Total Expenses

$80,262

60%

$20,638
$30,363
$3,182
$134,445

15%
23%
2%

Year to Date Expenses = $134,445
Property
23%

Service and
Outreach
15%

General
2%

Personnel
60%

DecembeR
DUMC Charge
Conference
is Thursday,
December 3rd at
6:30PM via ZOOM.
Ridgeway Grace
Charge Conference
is Saturday,
December 5th at 4:15

