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Jesus Did It Anyway: The Paradoxical 
Commandments for Christians 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’ve never been one to put a great deal of stock in the New Year. 
One of my favorite radio personalities always says that New 
Year’s Day is really arbitrary and the new year can begin 
whenever you want it to. Still, there is something about the new 
possibilities and the new opportunities that come when it’s 
January 1st!  
 
As I wrote in November’s newsletter article, I stepped away from 
two conference committees and the chair position of the Feeding 
Friends Steering Committee so that I might dedicate more time to 
working on the initiatives that I would like to explore from my time 
participating in the Institute for Congregational Development 
(ICD). On January 3rd, you will begin to see this taking place. ICD 
challenged me, and I hope, in turn, to challenge us all to new 
heights and new possibilities as churches. I want us to fully 
embrace what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
 

As we enter into 2021, I wanted to focus on a book that has 
become an important part of my morning prayer time. The book 
Jesus Did It Anyway was a book that Christina recommended to 
me. I read it, and loved it! In highlights ten paradoxical 
commandments that Kent Keith wrote while a sophomore at 
Harvard that later made their way around the world, including a 
wall painting at one of Mother Teresa’s children’s homes. Wow! 
Emphasizing what Jesus was willing to do for us, to die on a 
cross for our sins, he talks about the things that Jesus did 
knowing what could, and what did, happen…and Jesus did them 
anyway! The same can be asked of us as we live out our 
discipleship. 
 



  
I wanted to challenge us all as we start 2021 together. During the 
weeks of January, we will look at four of the paradoxical 
commandments: 
 

 January 3rd: Epiphany Sunday— 
An Introduction to The  
Paradoxical Commandments 

 January 10th: People are illogical,  
unreasonable, and self-centered.  
Love them anyway 

 January 17th: If you do good,  
people will accuse you of selfish  
ulterior motives. Do good anyway. 

 January 24th: If you are successful,  
you will win false friends and true  
enemies. Succeed anyway. 

 January 31st: The good you do today will be forgotten 
tomorrow. Do good anyway. 

 
We will continue with this series into February and March. 
 
If you are interested in learning more about the book we using, 
you can follow this link on Amazon: 
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Did-Anyway-Kent-
Keith/dp/0399153268/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=jesus+did+it+anyway&
qid=1608222382&sr=8-1  
     
         
        ~ Pastor Jim  
          

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Did-Anyway-Kent-Keith/dp/0399153268/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=jesus+did+it+anyway&qid=1608222382&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Did-Anyway-Kent-Keith/dp/0399153268/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=jesus+did+it+anyway&qid=1608222382&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Did-Anyway-Kent-Keith/dp/0399153268/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=jesus+did+it+anyway&qid=1608222382&sr=8-1


 

 

 

  

November   

Tithing $15,227 91% 

Building Use $140 1% 

Other $1,359 8% 

Total  $16,726  

 
 

Personnel $7,408 60% 
Service & 
Outreach $2,378 19% 

Property $2,136 17% 

General $335 3% 

Total Expenses $12,257  

 
 
 
 
 



 

YTD   

Tithing $112,664 84% 

Fundraisers $2,004 1% 

Building Use $1,210 1% 

Other $18,553 14% 

Total  $134,430  

 
 

Personnel $87,511 63% 
Service and 
Outreach $23,016 17% 

Property $24,448 18% 

General $3,517 2% 

Total Expenses $138,493  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tithing
84%

Fundraisers
1%

Building Use
1%

Other
14%

YTD Income = $134,430

Personnel
63%Service and 

Outreach
17%

Property
18%

General
2%

Year to Date Expenses = $138,493



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Giving – Because our Giving Is Worship 
 

You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every 
occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to 

God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the 
Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to 

God.” (2 Corinthians 9:10-12)  
 

God established a design for worshipping when God revealed to 
Moses the plan for the Tent of Meeting (aka Tabernacle). Central 
to that worship was sacrificial giving. God required gifts of animals 
and grain be brought to the Tabernacle to be sacrificed and offered 
to God because it was pleasing to God. These gifts were the first 
fruits of the agricultural work of the people representing a tithe 
(10%) of their production.  
 

God knew that an institution like Temple worship would require 
resources to be sustained. We read in the Old Testament that the 
people’s gifts of meat and bread, cooked in a way pleasing to God, 
directly provided food for the priests, guards, and caretakers of the 
temple and the spiritual leaders of the tribes. Sharing the fruits of 
the harvest became the large feasts we read about in Jesus’ time.  
 

In the modern Christian church, we maintain this pattern of giving 
designed by God. Now, people are called to give in a way pleasing 
to God: first fruits representing 10% of each family’s productivity. 
Though, in modern times, it is money rather than agricultural 
produce.  
 

These gifts to God, offered and dedicated in our worship services, 
are used to maintain the institution of the church by supporting its 
ministry and mission. This includes worship, congregational care, 
spiritual development, hospitality & outreach, and missions by way 
of support for clergy and staff, building maintenance and other 
budgetary items.  
 

What we can conclude from this is that we give first because it 
is a gift pleasing to God. As a result of our giving to God in 
worship, we also support all aspects of the important work of 
the church.  
 

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 
 



 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Thank you! 
 
The family of Ivy Wilson wants to thank everyone that 
sent cards for her 99th birthday, You really brightened 
her day. 

 

Sermon by Phone 

We excited to be able to offer the  
“Sermon by Phone” service for  
church members and friends! If  
you would like to utilize this  
service, simply dial: (608) 319-1328.  
There will be a brief computerized 
 introductory statement, and then  
you can listen to the sermon. I 
 encourage you to think about  
folks outside of our church membership who might find this 
service helpful.  
 
This service was founded by Guy Wyant, husband of United 
Methodist pastor Jennifer Wyant of Milton, GA! 

 

 

2020 Charge Conference Packets are 

available at the church for anyone 

interested to pick up! 



  



 



 

 

  

January Anniversary 
 

Please Pray for: 
 

Anna Olson, Lois Dobson, Candy, 

Bill Wilson, Alan Jewell, John 

Kristen, Rose Williams, Jackie Dux, 

Mary Lou Oxnem, Jack 

Meixelsperger, Kathy Bryant, 

Palmer Wilson, Fernando, Kristina 

Bjornstad, Renee Mote, Mark 

Case, Miller/Putz family, Alice 

Griffiths, Marian Jewell, Pam 

Fingerson, Walsh Family, Tenley 

Walker, Allison, Joyce V 

 

4 - Lois Dobson 
4 – Melissa Mulder 
4 - Charlene Mingst 
4 - Lois Wieland 
9 - Bobbi Butteris 
10 - Steve Colden 
12 - Dacotah Starr 
19 – Edith Hunter 
22 - Penny Edwards 
25 - Julie Udelhoven 
28 - Judy Strutt 
 

JANUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 

12 - Ron & Bobbi Butteris 

Giving/Attendance Stats 

DECEMBER 

Week Attendance Offering 

1 18 $4,515 

2 21 $2,552 

3 25 $8,569 

4 n/a n/a 

Christmas Eve n/a n/a 

5 n/a n/a 
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