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Jesus Did It Anyway: The Paradoxical
Commandments for Christians Continues

By the time this newsletter makes its way out, we will be about 5
weeks into this series. | have received quite a bit of positive
feedback from folks who find this series to be striking a cord with
them as they are living out their Christian faith.

Preparing these sermons has been a pretty powerful experience
for me so far! | have found myself grappling with these
commandments, and | have found myself :
sharing more personal stories than | normally
would. These are challenging to live out, but
very helpful for our Christian walk. | hope you
are finding them equally challenging, but also o
helpful. B

Commandments
lor
Christians

As we continue through the paradoxical
commandments, this means that | will not be
doing a separate sermon series for the season
of Lent. | have decided that the Lenten
experience can be experienced through the book study that you
will see advertised later in the newsletter. | hope you are able to
participate!

If you haven’t yet had the chance to plug into this series yet, you
can always go onto the church website and watch previous
services and they are also available on our Facebook page.

Here is the sermon schedule for the next month:

e February 6"/7": Honesty and frankness make you
vulnerable. Be frank and honest anyway.



e February 13"/14™: Pastor Jim will be on vacation. Jill
Bower will be leading worship at Grace (Ridgeway) UMC
and Carla Pustina will be preaching and leading music at
Dodgeville UMC.

e February 215 The biggest men and women with the
biggest ideas can be shot down by the smallest men and
women with the smallest minds. Think big anyway.

e February 28™: People favor underdogs but follow only top
dogs. Fight for a few underdogs anyway.

The season of Lent begins on Wednesday, February 17™ with a
virtual Ash Wednesday service at 6:30PM. It will take place on
Facebook Live on our church website. It will be available to
watch later as well.

~ Pastor Jim

SHATTERED

Ash Wednesday Service—“Shattered”
Wednesday, February 17% at 6:30PM
w/Plymouth Congregational UCC

on Facebook Live
(Dodgeville United Methodist Church)

Please pray: Anna Olson, Lois Dobson, Candy, Bill Wilson, Alan Jewell,
John Kristen, Rose Williams, Jackie Dux, Mary Lou Oxnem, Jack
Meixelsperger, Kathy Bryant, Palmer Wilson, Fernando, Renee Mote, Mark
Case, Miller/Putz family, Alice Griffiths, Marian Jewell, Pam Fingerson,
Walsh Family, Tenley Walker, Allison, Joyce V.




Lenten Book Study: “Seven Words-Listening to

Christ from the Cross”
“Examine the last seven words of Christ on the cross this Lent.

The most difficult part of Lent is, of course,
contemplating our Savior on the cross: the
physical pain, the humiliation, and the
undeniable injustice. Our hearts break. It’s
natural to try and avoid the reality of how Jesus
died, but it is from the cross that Jesus shows his
deepest love for us. As Jesus draws his final
breath and utters his last words, it is then that his
deep trust in the Father and his divine glory are
revealed. In Seven Words, Susan Robb looks at
Christ’s final words from a biblical and historical
perspective, showing how we can find life and
hope in them.” — from the Cokesbury website

The book study will take place through something called Zoom which
allows for both video calls and telephone participation. It will take
place at 6:30PM on February 24", March 3", 101", 17", 24" and 31,

If you are interested, please call: 935-5451 or email:

office@dodgevilleumc.org and let us know. If you’d like us to order a
book for you, we need to know by Feb. 10th (cost $13.00)! Otherwise
you can order an eBook or physical book from Cokesbury or Amazon.

January Attendance/Giving
Date In Person Facebook Vimeo Offering
1/3/20 19 169 2 $1,494
1/10/20 27 244 7 $3,082
1/17/20 20 114 12 $2,715
1/24/20 24 n/a n/a $1,388




UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS

Our first United Methodist Women meeting of 2021 is
scheduled for Thursday, February 4 at 6:30 PM in Fellowship
Hall. Everyone is welcome at 6:30 as there is no officer's meeting
preceding. We will wear masks and sit “socially distanced”.
Martha Boyer will lead the program—Kanitted Together Against
Violence, from our UMW Program Book—Knitted Together for
God’s Good Work.

The following officers for 2021 will be installed at our February
meeting: President Charlene Mingst, Vice-President Martha
Boyer, Treasurer Robin Digman, and Secretary Nancy Mortimer.

The UMW officer’s held a planning meeting on January 21 during
which we decided to move ahead into the year with hopes and
prayers that we can hold in-person meetings and events (being
careful to follow “safe pandemic practices”). We are planning
both Spring and Fall Rummage Sales and will share those dates
after they have been confirmed through the office. We did not,
however, plan a Friends Night event that was always scheduled
in May—deciding to postpone until May, 2022.

We will meet on the first Thursday of the months February--May,
one exception to that schedule is April 81", as Maundy Thursday
is on April 1%, At the present time Martha Boyer is planning to
host the annual “Brunch at the Barn” in August. After our summer
recess we will again begin monthly meetings in September
continuing through December. We have also decided to have a
local unit mission project which will begin with our February
meeting. Please read more about this new project in an article
included in this newsletter written by our Unit Secretary Nancy
Mortimer.

United Methodist Women is the largest faith-based women’s
organization in the world—we would love to help keep it that way.
If you have any questions about UMW please ask any of the
officers (listed above), especially Martha Boyer who is in her
second term as UMW Wisconsin Conference President! Also, a
good place to find info is at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
Hope to see you at a meeting soon!



http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN MISSON PROJECT

On Thursday, January 21st the officers of UMW met and did
some brainstorming for service ideas for our unit this year. We
decided on a mission which involves collection of items for
babies, which is really needed during this difficult time of raising
small ones during the Pandemic.

There will be a box placed in the Narthex on Sundays during
February to place your donations in (such as baby blankets,
baby wipes, small rattles, onesies, pacifiers, etc). We will also
collect items on the night of our meetings. Any items from the
congregation and UMW members will be greatly appreciated,
and we will see that they are given where needed.

We will begin our regular meetings again for 2021 on February
4th at 6:30. All members are encouraged to attend if
comfortable. We do practice distancing and wearing masks.

Drive Through Breakfast Fundraiser
Feb 7, 8-11 in South parking lot
Menu: pancakes, eggs, sausage, applesauce,
cheese, cinnamon roll, white milk
$10 takeout only. For delivery call 341-7303.
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Giving is Love and Love is Giving

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heatrt,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in
every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:6-8)

“God loves a cheerful giver.” Why do you give? Why do you put
money in the plate? Why did you sign up for EFT? Is it to keep
the lights on? Is it out of obligation? Is it because “it is just the
thing you do”?

In this month of February, when consumer products turn red,
chocolate, and velvety, society asks us to think about love. We
give gifts to others because we love them. Could it be that we
give in church (online) because of Love?

We are called to give to God because God loves us. We are
called to give to God because we love God. We are called to
give, not begrudgingly, but cheerfully! When we give, we are
saying, “l love you God!” We are not saying, “Fine, here you go
God.”

Why do you give? Look inside of yourself right now. Be honest.
Why do you give? When the plate passes you, what goes
through your mind? In this time of online giving, has your giving
changed? Have you been giving more or less? More or less
often? Why? Always remember, you cannot out give God!

God loves us and has, does, and will do so much for us. So,
in response, we give back to the Lord. We give out of LOVE.

Rev. Krystal Goodger,
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
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December
Tithing $18,011 88%
Building Use S50 0%
Other $2,508 12%
Total $20,569
December Income = $20,569
Other
12%
Building Use
0%
Personnel $6,212 61%
Service &
Outreach $2,378 23%
Property $1,084 11%
General $279 3%
Total Expenses $10,231

December Expenses = $10,231

General

Property
11%

Service &
Outreach
23%
61%

3%

Personnel




IEelnort

Tithing $130,675 85%
Fundraisers $2,004 1%
Building Use $1,260 1%
Other $19,458 13%
$153,397

YTD Income = $153,397
Other

0,
Building Use 13%
1%
Fundraisers
1%

Personnel $93,723 63%
Service and
Outreach $23,016 15%
Property $26,252 18%
General $3,796 3%
Total Expenses $148,723
Year to Date Expenses = $148,723

General

Property o
18% 3%
Service and
Outreach Personnel
15% 63%
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FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

1 - Ron Symons

2 - Bonnie Oxnem

3 — David LaBelle

9 — Tom Harman

10 - Jeff Starr

13 - Mary Jean Thomas
19 - Dee Dochnahl

23 — Bill Boyer

27 - Don Smith

28 - Carol Thomas




