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A Focus on Prayer  

    

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“[O]ne of his disciples said to [Jesus], ‘Lord, teach us to pray…’” – 
Luke 11:1 

 
James Harnish, in a reflection about prayer for the “A Disciple’s 
Path” materials that we use for membership class, shares the 
following story: 
 

 “I heard about a congregation of teetotaling 
Methodists who prayed for years that the Lord would do 
something about the disreputable bar across the street 
from the church. One night the bar was hit by  lightning 
and burned to the ground. The bar owner promptly sued 
the church, saying that the congregation’s prayers were 
responsible for the fire. The church contested the suit. After 
hearing the case, the judge said, ‘I’m not sure how I’ll rule 
on this case, but one thing is clear. The bar owner believes 
in prayer, and the church people don’t.” ☺ 
 

Prayer. Why is prayer so important? Why do we pray? St. Pio of 
Pietrelcina, an Italian priest of the Catholic Church said, “Prayer is 
the oxygen of the soul.” I think we can agree  
that prayer should be a critical component  
of our life as disciples of Jesus Christ. . A  
Pew research poll from 2014 says at 54% of  
mainline Protestants (that’s where The  
United Methodist Church would best fit) pray daily; 23% pray 
weekly; 7% monthly; and 15% pray seldom or never. That’s 
troubling! 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

How is your prayer life? 
 
I will share with you that before I became a pastor my prayer 
life was pretty non-existent. Even early in my pastoral ministry, 
I found myself relying on the prayer opportunities that came 
through worship, small groups, and other experiences; I was 
not making time for personal and family prayer. I have grown a 
great deal in this area, and I continue to grow and continue to 
learn. I don’t think I’m alone! So, starting after Easter, I am 
going to spend five weeks talking with you about prayer. Here 
is how it is going to break down each week: 
 

• April 11th: “How Do I Start?” 

• April 18th: “When & Where Shall I Pray?” 

• April 25th: “What Shall I Pray?” 

• May 2nd: “How Shall I Pray?” 

• May 9th: “What If Prayer Doesn’t Seem to Work?” 
 
It is my hope that this series might lead us all to making prayer 
a priority in our daily lives and will offer some ideas about how, 
when, where, and what to pray.  
 
As we begin this series, please let me know what you think. 
Send me an email at: pastorjim@dodgevilleumc.org or text/call me 
at: (920) 279-1107. If you are finding this helpful, I am planning 
on continuing with these kinds of series looking at other areas 
of personal discipleship such as Bible study, and personal 
devotions. 
         

         

         

        ~ Pastor Jim  

 
 

mailto:pastorjim@dodgevilleumc.org


  

Online Worship Service 
 
My experience with the Institute of Congregational 
Development (ICD), in addition to what I have 
 read throughout the COVID-19 pandemic,  
has taught me that there is a growing  
audience of individuals that have come to  
appreciate, prefer, or have now been  
introduced to, online-based worship. We  
currently offer an in-person worship service  
that is available on Facebook, and viewable from our church 
website, but the primary audience is not the online viewer. We 
want to remedy this! 
 
We will be offering an additional service, which will be around 
30 minutes, with the online viewer in mind. It will be markedly 
different than our usual worship service.  
 
This service will be premiered on the Dodgeville United 
Methodist Church Facebook page at 7:00PM and will also be 
available on our “Dodgeville United Methodist Church 
YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmHKyqVIiRNCMrJLVOuIvsQ.  
 
We will begin on Sunday, April 11th! I would encourage you 
to spread the word to those who might appreciate this online 
worship service opportunity. 
 
        

 Sermon Talk Backs 
 

On Tuesday evenings at 6:00PM, we will be having weekly 
Zoom gatherings for a sermon talk-back, an  
opportunity to reflect on the sermon from  
the previous Saturday and Sunday. The link  
for this does not change, and is available  
on Facebook and will be included in the  
Sunday mailing of the service link. If you are getting an e-copy 
of the newsletter, you can also copy this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82921753961?pwd=N2RaM1hOaTU
2Z2gxREQyaDdRN2crQT09 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmHKyqVIiRNCMrJLVOuIvsQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82921753961?pwd=N2RaM1hOaTU2Z2gxREQyaDdRN2crQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82921753961?pwd=N2RaM1hOaTU2Z2gxREQyaDdRN2crQT09


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
United Methodist Women News 

 
 

The United Methodist Women will meet on Thursday, April 15, 
2021 at 6:30PM in Fellowship Hall. Everyone is welcome at the 
6:30PM time as there is no officer’s meeting preceding this 
general meeting.  We will wear masks and sit “physically 
distanced”. Denise Tolzman will lead the program –Unbound to 
Share Good News – from the UMW Program Book 2020-2021.  
 
All women of our congregation are invited to our meetings. 
Please bring an item for our “Baby Needs” local mission project. 
We continue to invite anyone from the congregation to contribute 
items to this project—the collection bin will be in the Narthex on 
Sunday mornings. Thank you to all who have already 
contributed!! 
 
Upcoming Events/opportunities include: 
MISSION ACTION DAY – Saturday, April 10, 2021 from 9:00AM-
Noon. This is a WI Conference event that will be presented via 
Zoom. The theme is Maternal Health and Racial Equity. Dr. 
Kathy D. Hartke, Co-Chair Wisconsin Maternal Mortality Review 
Team, will speak on the theme “Racial Equity in the Wisconsin 

Sermon by Phone 
 

We are excited to be able to offer the “Sermon by Phone” 
service for church members and friends! If you  
would like to utilize this service, simply dial:  
(608) 319-1328. There will be a brief  
computerized introductory statement, and then  
you can listen to the sermon. I encourage you  
to think about folks outside of our church  
membership who might find this service helpful.  
 
This service was founded by Guy Wyant, husband of United 
Methodist pastor Jennifer Wyant of Milton, GA! 
 

 



  
Health Care System”. Marti Gobel, who introduces herself as 
‘Mother, Teaching Artist, Adjunct Professor, Director and Actor’ 
will speak on the theme “Being Black in Wisconsin”. Although the 
registration date has passed, we are planning to view this 
presentation in the Sanctuary and invite anyone who might be 
interested (man or woman) to join us. 
  
SOUTH WEST DISTRICT SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETREAT – 
Saturday, April 17, 2021 from 9:30-Noon. This district event will 
also be presented via Zoom. The theme is: “Finding Peace in 
an Anxious World”. The Spiritual Leader is Michele Hopp, who 
is a licensed local pastor serving the congregations in Arlington 
and at the Poynette Inch UMC. Sadly, Michele lost her husband 
recently but is “welcoming the opportunity to share spiritual and 
practical ways to find more peace in our personal lives and in our 
anxious world”. Everyone is welcome! The deadline for 
registration is April 15, however, there is no fee. Please see 
Charlene Mingst or Martha Boyer for details regarding 
registration or if you have any questions.  We are making plans 
to view this presentation in the Sanctuary and hope that you will 
join us.  
 
Spring Rummage/Bake Sale –Keep this event in mind as you 
are doing your spring cleaning!  Please see the information about 
this event on a different page of this newsletter. Please wait to 
bring your items on the set-up dates: Tuesday, April 20- 
Thursday, April 22. Thank you!! 
 



  SPRING RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE - 2021 
The annual UMW Spring Rummage and Bake Sale is 
scheduled for Friday, April 23 and Saturday, April 24. During 
the sale all workers and shoppers will need to wear masks and 
follow the rules of social-distancing. Once again we are sorry to 
say that we will not accept or sell any adult or children’s 
clothing, WE WILL GLADLY ACCEPT: Shoes, purses, gently 
used and clean bedding, knick-knacks, antiques, furniture (no 
entertainment centers please), jewelry and watches, 
housewares and décor, crafts, lamps, pictures, picture frames, 
clocks, kitchen goods such as pots and pans, dishes, 
silverware etc., etc. Also, we will accept toys (not stuffed toys), 
games, books, and puzzles. As in other years PLEASE DO 
NOT BRING: TVs, computers, dehumidifiers, home-
recorded VCR tapes, or inappropriate DVDs, books or 
magazines.  
  
We are also planning to go ahead with the Bake Sale on 
Saturday, April 24.  If you like to bake, please consider 
donating items—everything must be wrapped and sealed in 
see-through bags or containers when you bring them in. 
Please price your items and bring them to the church on Friday 
or early Saturday.  
 
It will be important for us to know who is willing to work 
throughout the sale and set-up, well ahead of time. We will 
begin to set things up on Tuesday, April 20. Set-up will 
continue through Thursday, April 22. Set-up times will be from 
9:00AM-4:00PM on those days. Sign-up sheets will be 
available in Fellowship Hall or call Charlene Mingst (935-5758) 
or Nancy Mortimer at 608-574-6916 to let us know that you will 
help. (Thank you to those who have already said they would 
help.) 
 
This fundraiser will help the United Methodist Women meet our 
goals of mission on the local, state, national, and international 
levels, including supporting the general budget of our church. 
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO WILL WORK AND ALSO TO 
EVERYONE WHO DONATES ITEMS.  
 



 
 

 

 

  

 

Tithing
75%

Building Use
0%

Other
25%

February Income = $11,472

February   

Tithing $8,615 75% 

Building Use $0 0% 

Other $2,857 25% 

Total  $11,472  
 

 

Personnel
61%

Service & 
Outreach

17%

Property
20%

General
2%

February Expenses = $13,399

Personnel $8,170 61% 
Service & 
Outreach $2,286 17% 

Property $2,740 20% 

General $204 2% 

Total Expenses $13,399  
 



 

  

Tithing
82%

Fundraisers
9%

Building Use
0%

Other
9%

YTD Income = $24,927

Personnel $17,085 59% 
Service and 
Outreach $4,652 16% 

Property $6,734 23% 

General $554 2% 

Total Expenses $29,025  

   

 $29,838  
 

YTD    

Tithing $20,319 85%  
Fundraisers $2,347 9%  
Building Use $0 0% 

Other $2,261 9%  

 $24,927   
 

 

Personnel
59%

Service and 
Outreach

16%

Property
23%

General
2%

Year to Date Expenses = $29,025



  

Light 
There is light ahead. 

 
“The way of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, which 
shines ever brighter until the full light of day.” ~Proverbs 4:18  

 
How is your Lent going? Does it feel long, dark, and empty? 
Lent can feel that way when we give up fun activities or foods 
that we like. This year in particular, we are also still dealing with 
the pandemic. Closed or limited occupancy to our favorite 
places, the need to stay away from people, and the illness and 
death rates all increase the feeling of darkness. But is that it? Is 
that all there is?  
 
There is light ahead. Literally there is light ahead when you look 
at when the sun sets in the next few weeks. The sun set at 
7:37p.m. at the end of March. It will set in April at 8:30p.m. May: 
9:17p.m. June: 9:34p.m. There are brighter days ahead.  
 
There is light ahead. On a dark morning, the women will come 
to the tomb just to find it empty. Christ arose! Christ arose!  
 
There is light ahead. The virus will be beaten down. Our 
communities will open up. We will be able to see and hug our 
families again. Our church will open up again. But what will be 
left of our church? What have we given to the church to sustain 
it during this long haul? How have we given of our time, talents, 
and treasures over the last few months… and how will we give 
for Easter and the next few months to make sure we can 
continue our church’s mission and ministry?  
 
Be the light now so it can burn brighter later!  

 
Rev. Krystal Goodger, 

Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 
 



 

 

  

              LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
 

April-June Loose Change for Change is designated to the 
Helping Hands Fund to assist the needy that come to us for help. 
 
 

 

 

 
ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR MARCH: 

 
Sunday  9:00    Offering  
 
March 7  31    $3,487 
March 14  26    $3,210 
March 21  30    $1,873 
March 28  N/A    $N/A  

 

                                    
The United Methodist Women has budgeted $200 for Church 
Camp scholarships. The deadline for applying for a scholarship 
is July 1, 2021. If you are planning to attend a Church Camp this 
summer and would like to request a scholarship, please write a 
letter that includes the name of the camp, the type of camp, and 
if possible, a copy of the camp confirmation receipt that includes 
the fees. This letter then can be given to Robin Digman—
Treasurer of the UMW or Charlene Mingst. The amount of each 
scholarship is determined by the number of requests. 
 

 
CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 



 



 



 

 

  
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 8 - Ron & Julie Symons  
11 - Doug & Robin Digman  
11 – Jeff & Jackie Dux 
16 - Rich & Judy Strutt  
 

 
 
4 – Owen Beerkircher 
5 - Kevin Kirschbaum  
8 - Amber Price  
9 - Chip Forrest  
16 – Rose Hickman 
17 – Ben Berryman 
18 - Peggy Forrest  
22 - John Houck  
22 - Mike Weber  
24 - Marilyn Liddle  
25 - Jan Kirschbaum  
27 – Brittany Gevelinger 
27 - Mary Ellen Schultze  
27 - Scott Tolzman  
 
 

 APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

PLEASE PRAY: 
 

Anna Olson, Lois Dobson, 

Candy, Bill Wilson, Alan Jewell, 

John Kristen, Rose Williams, 

Jackie Dux, Mary Lou Oxnem, 

Jack Meixelsperger, Kathy 

Bryant, Palmer Wilson, 

Fernando, Renee Mote, Mark 

Case, Miller/Putz family, Alice 

Griffiths, Marian Jewell, Pam 

Fingerson, Walsh Family, Tenley 

Walker, Allison, Joyce V. 

 
 



 

  

LIFT 

Providing rides: 

Medical * Work * School * Social events * Shopping 

608-930-2191 

   

If you would like information about being a LIFT driver 

Call the number above 
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