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May: Prayer, Pentecost, and Presence

During the month of May we will be: (1) wrapping up one sermon
series on prayer, (2) celebrating some big days in the church calendar,
and (3) moving right into another sermon series. We have started a new
online-based worship service at Dodgeville UMC (see article), and we
will be moving to Sunday night worship in the sanctuary at Grace UMC
(see article). It has been exciting month for our churches!

Wrap-Up of “A Focus on Prayer”
I have found that some of the best sermons that | have shared with the
congregations that | serve are the sermons that, after sharing the

message, challenge me as much as I hope they
challenge you all. | sometimes fear that when |
share a message with you on Sunday that it sounds
like 1 am the one coming to you with knowledge

and all you need to do is take it in and apply it.
Quite often, some of the most powerful moments in my growing
relationship with God have been the convictions that I feel as I think
about what | want you to come away with as | prepare my Sunday
sermons. | realize that | cannot expect you to rethink something, or
apply something to your life if I am not willing and able to do it myself.
This is definitely how I have felt about this series on prayer. | have
shared about my own prayer practices, but I, too, am seeking to
implement some of these strategies into my spiritual disciplines as well.

Our series comes to close in the next two Sundays of May:
e May 2" “How Shall I Pray?” —We will look at several
different models for prayer that you can use in your daily time
spent with God.



o May 9™ “What If Prayer Doesn’t Seem to Work?” — | want to
look at the ways in which God can respond to our prayers,
especially when the response that we receive is not the response
that we wanted.

Ascension/Pentecost
The season of Easter culminates with two significant celebrations that |
want to make sure we acknowledge and learn more about together.

e May 16™: Ascension Sunday—After spending
forty days teaching his disciples after his
resurrection, Jesus ascends to heaven to be
with his father. | want to explore that moment
of ascension in detail and think about its
implications for the disciples...and for us!

e May 23™: Pentecost Sunday—Next to Christmas and Easter, the
Sunday with the most significance to us as Christians is
Pentecost Sunday. It is a celebration of that time when the
disciples and followers of Jesus received the Holy Spirit. It is
considered the birthday of the church!

“A Focus on Presence”

In The United Methodist Church, we pledge to support the church
through our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. We have

spent five weeks covering the topic of prayer. If you
missed any of my messages on prayer, | would encourage
you to watch them on Facebook or on our YouTube
channel.

WMl Starting with the last Sunday of May and continuing
throughout the month of June, we are going to move from prayers to
presence. As we think about being present in the life and ministry of the
church, I will be looking at two components that relate directly to the
church: worship and small group participation. | also want to take a
moment to reflect on our own personal devotional time. As with prayer,
regular participation in worship, small group, and devotional practices
help us to grow in our relationship with God. I look forward to
journeying with you in this exciting month!

~ Pastor Jim



Grace (Ridgeway) Worship Service Changes

At our Saturday, April 10" Church Council meeting, after some
continued lengthy discussion about our church’s future, we decided to
make some significant changes to the way that we do worship in hopes
of attracting folks to our church for worship and fellowship. Starting
with the first weekend in May:

e We will be changing our weekly worship service date and time
from Saturdays at 5:00PM to Sundays at 6:30PM.

e We will move our worship service from the basement of the
church into the upstairs sanctuary. Our television screen will
also make its way upstairs so that we can use it for worship.

e We will offer our Sunday evening worship service through
Facebook Live on our church’s Facebook page: “Grace United
Methodist Church — Ridgeway, WI.”

Conversations about changing our worship service date and time have
been ongoing since | arrived here as pastor almost six years ago. We
realize that his change may make it impossible for some of our current
members to attend worship because of navigating the staircases to the
second floor. We continue to be in conversation of ways that we could
provide audio/video opportunities for those who would want to be with
us in worship but would need to remain in the basement.

~Pastor Jim

SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC

Anyone interested ivvproviding special music
during worship this summer iy iwwited to-call the
chuwwrchv office at 935-5451.




' Online Worship Service
i My experience with the Institute of Congregational Development
! (ICD), in addition to what | have read throughout the COVID-19
i pandemic, has taught me that there is a growing

' audience of individuals that have come to appreciate,
. prefer, or have now been introduced to, online-based
I worship. We currently offer an in-person worship

. service that is available on Facebook, and viewable °YOUTU|]E
i from our church website, but the primary audience is
. not the online viewer. We want to remedy this!

" We will be offering an additional service, which will be around 30
i minutes, with the online viewer in mind. It will be markedly different
' than our usual worship service.

' This service will be premiere on the Dodgeville United Methodist

i Church Facebook page at 7:00PM and will also be available on our
' “Dodgeville United Methodist Church YouTube Channel:

. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmHKygVIiIRNCMrJLVOulvsQ.

' 1 would encourage to spread the word to those who might appreciate
i this online worship service opportunity.
~Pastor Jim

Sermon by Phone
We excited to be able to offer the “Sermon by Phone” service for
church members and friends! If you would like to utilize

this service, simply dial: (608) 319-1328. There will be a| ‘i
brief computerized introductory statement, and then you
can listen to the sermon. | encourage you to think about
folks outside of our church membership who might find
this service helpful.

This service was founded by Guy Wyant, husband of United Methodist
pastor Jennifer Wyant of Milton, GA!
~Pastor Jim


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmHKyqVIiRNCMrJLVOuIvsQ
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ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR APRIL

: Day Attendance Offering
24 61 $8,371
: 11 30 $1,970
: 18 41 $2,519

Stephen Ministry Update:

Pastor Jim and | have started the 10 week Bridge Course Training
to build a successful Stephen Ministry program here at

DUMC. Once, we complete our class on April 23, we will be half
way through the class. Each week, we begin with a devotion and
we continue to learn how to start and grow a successful Stephen
Ministry program. Pastor Jim and | have decided that we would
like to start our local program in Dodgeville in the fall.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank the Wills & Memorials
committee as well as those who have provided funds to Wills and
Memorials. This investment will be great way to build a ministry
which we hope will be an asset to our community.

Please pray for Jim and | as we continue our training.

Denise Deaton-Tolzman

I MAY BIRTHDAYS

13- Kay Van Epps 24 — Mary Berryman
4 — Rick Beerkircher 24 — Ron Hunter
+ 5 —Jody Vanderloo 26 — Howard Rideout
* 8 — Boone Hammond 27 — Todd Biddick
11 — Rich James 28 — Eric Bower
MAY ANNIVERSARIES Q J

2 — Kevin & Jan Kirschbaum
28 — Jamie & Brittany Gevelinger




UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS

The United Methodist Women will meet on Thursday, May
6, 2021 at 6:30PM in Fellowship Hall. We will not have a
business meeting as this will be a time of celebration and
fellowship! Please join us.

Mission u 2021

This annual event will be a virtual event, via Zoom. There are
three different studies available. The first one which will be
presented on Tuesdays and Thursdays -May 18 and May 20
and May 25 and May 27 from 6:30PM-9:00PM- is based on
the book-- Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in
Schools authored by Monique W. Morris. This study will be
led by Rev. Jonah Overton and Rev. Afi Dobbins-Mays both
pastors in Milwaukee. This class is briefly described as “an
opportunity to think about the society that we live in today
from the point of view of young black girls”. Participants are
required to provide their own copies of the book before the
start of the class. The class can be used to acquire credit for
lay speakers or anyone needing CEU credit. There is no cost
for reqistration, however, participants are encouraged to
make a donation to help cover Mission u costs. Any money
raised beyond the cost of the class will be sent to Northcott
Neighborhood House. Please see Charlene Mingst or Martha
Boyer for registration information. Information about the other
studies which will be held in July and August will be in the
June newsletter or at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org.

BREAKFAST THANKS

I would like to thank everyone who helped out with the 2
breakfasts which DUMC hosted in March and April. With the
donations received, we were able to fund raise about $3500.
Thank you to everyone who donated Thrivent gift cards for
food, made cinnamon rolls, picked up groceries and delivered



It's important to recognize those that helped boxed, cooked and
delivered the meals. | recently chatted with a family who visited
our church both Sundays for the " Paul Bunyan Breakfast.” They
asked me if we plan to continue as it was awesome.

Denise Deaton-Tolzman

( THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

The United Methodist Women wishes to thank everyone who
helped in any way to make our Spring Rummage and Bake
Sale a huge success! Thank you for the generous donations
of rummage items, and baked goods; and especially to
everyone who worked throughout the 5 days of this event as
it would never have happened without your generous
donations of time. We want to give a big thank you to our
UMW “Friends”, the crew who set up the tables for us
(trustees and other helpers), the guys who helped to pick up
donated items, the Feeding Friends program, and the
Saturday “clean-up” crew. We also want to thank those
people who gave generous donations above and beyond the
price of the items they purchased.

The money that we earned will be used to meet our pledge
to mission to the South West District UMW and the
Wisconsin Conference UMW. UMW Conference projects that
we have supported and will continue to support include:
Northcott Neighborhood House in Milwaukee, United
Methodist Children’s Services, and Harbor House Crisis
Shelter all in Wisconsin, as well as the Redbird Mission in
Kentucky. We will continue to support our church with a
generous donation to the general fund, supplies for the
kitchen, Church Camp Scholarships, and gift cards to DUMC
college, as well as donations to community programs. Again
we say thank you! We are deeply grateful for your

support! J
L
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Tithing $9,459
Building Use SO
Other $684
Total $10,143

93%
0%
7%

March Income = $10,143

Other
7%
Building Use
0%
Personnel $8,369 60%
Service &
Outreach $2,411 17%
Property $2,842 20%
General $263 2%

Total Expenses $13,886

March Expenses = $13,886

Property
20%

Service &
Outreach
17%

General
2%




YTD

Tithing $29,778 85%

Fundraisers $2,357 7%

Building Use S0 0%

Other $2,935 8%
$35,070

YTD Income = $35,070
Other

Building Use 8%
0%

Fundraisers
7%

Personnel $25,454 59%

Service and

Outreach $7,063 16%

Property $9,576 22%

General $818 2%

Total Expenses $42,911

Year to Date Expenses = $42,911
Property General

22% 2%

Personnel
59%

Service and
Outreach
16%




CHANGE
Nothing stays the same

“In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; in
cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies willsoon be free! In
the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,
unrevealed until its season,something God alone can see.”
~In the Bulb there is a Flower, Natalie Sleeth, UMH # 707

There is nothing like a crisis to help us to reset priorities.
With Covid-19 we have witnessed job layoffs, deaths, social
and economic upheavals, and health emergencies. Despite
our natural resistance to change, we are learning new ways
to live. On account of Covid 19, what personal priorities
have you reset?

Toilet paper. Seriously. Will we ever take lowly “TP” for
granted again? Toilet paper is just one of the countless
everyday blessings that the pain of COVID-19 has taught us
to savor — along with worshiping beside loved ones, going
to work, getting paid, shopping, going to the movies, and on
and on. (What’s on your list?)

We are not just individuals; we are brothers and sisters in
Christ. As a follower of Jesus, what priorities have you
rearrange? How will the Holy Spirit guide us to a “new
normal” of holy living as both disciples and community that
will be different — and better — than what we have known?

May the “new normal” find us better stewards of our lives --
less greedy, less self-focused, less preoccupied with silly
things, and more centered in Christ, more loving to our
neighbor, more generous, more hopeful, and more tolerant.

Rev. Krystal Goodger,
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation



LOOK FORWARD

“See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not
perceive it? | am making a way in the wilderness and streams
in the wasteland.” ~Isaiah 43:19

Covid 19 is a time of our lives that will remain with us forever.
We cannot just go back to church as it always was. How we do
life and how we do church is forever changed.

Here are some questions to pray over and discuss:

. When your church suspended in-person worship, what
ways did you find to stay connected to God? To one another?
What did this teach you about holy living? About being church
together?

. Covid-19 forced us to “be church” without buildings.
What has this revealed about the nature of community? About
the value of buildings? As we go back into our buildings, how
can things be different? Why must they be?

. How did we treat technology a year ago? How do we do
technology now? Has it changed? Has it grown? Has it
increase in priority? How are we going to keep/change our level
of technology after Covid-197?

. In light of what we have learned, what values, ideas,
traditions, habits should we let go of? Which should we keep?
What really matters? And why?

. How can your insights, strengths and gifts help to shape
the future of your life as a disciple and follower of Jesus? Of
your congregation? What can you give to the future church in
time, talent, and treasure?

Covid-19’s crises are still teaching us. As stewards of God’s
church, we can renew and restructure our church to fulfill God’s
mission. With God’s guidance, we will.

Rev. Krystal Goodger, Director of Programming, Stewardship &
Campaigns, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation Contact
us at: 608-837-9582 or kgoodger@wumf.org.



Verse:

Father let your people reverence who you are here on the earth
Let your people glory in your name

Form a people for the body of your Son here on this earth
Help us yield ourselves to do your will

Teach us to partake of the life of your Son

He is true food He is true drink

Chorus:
Hallelujah Lord by this all men will know we belong to You
Laying down our lives so Your life can grow in us

Hallelujah Lord You are our vine, we are a branch for You
Grafted to partake of Your life divine in us

Verse 2:

Lord protect us from the evil one who rages on the earth
Let us keep our eyes of faith on you in us

Let us find complete and total satisfaction in your Son
So nothing here on earth can turn our head

Your glory and power imaged here

In a body offered up to You

Chorus:
Hallelujah Lord by this all men will know we belong to You
Laying down our lives so Your life can grow in us

Hallelujah Lord You are our vine, we are a branch for You
Grafted to partake of Your life divine in us

Bridge:
Help us to forgive as you forgive and believe
You remove our sin as far as east is from west

Chorus:

Hallelujah Lord by this all men will know we belong to You
Laying down our lives so Your life can grow in us
Hallelujah Lord You are our vine, we are a branch for You
Grafted to partake of Your life divine in us

Song in progress...Carla
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