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July: Celebrating Baptism 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
seen in a movie. [If you’re curious: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2bk_9T482g] The movie Inside Out has 

many lessons to teach us about handing our emotions; that one is also a 

tear-jerker.  

 

One of the most endearing moments of the animated film Toy Story is 

the way the cowboy toy, Woody, has a name written on the bottom of 

his foot. The name is "Andy"—the name of the boy who owns Woody 

and loves him. When the astronaut toy, Buzz Lightyear, is dejected at 

learning that he’s not a real spaceman, but only a toy, he’s a lost cause 

until he learns that he has the name "Andy" written on his foot, too. This 

knowledge empowers Buzz to put his depression behind him, then get 

up and do what needs to be done. 

 

We have a name written on our hearts, in our baptism. The name is 

"Jesus." If we learn to trust in that name, to rely on it, to allow it to 

propel us into a living relationship with the One who is Lord of all, we 

will find our lives immeasurably fuller and richer! 

 

On Sunday, July 18th, 2021 we will be celebrating the baptism of John 

David Gevelinger, son of Brittany and Jamie Gevelinger. On Sunday, 

July 25th, 2021 we will be celebrating the baptism of Blake Janeen 

Hammond, daughter of Hannah and Shane Hammond. Two baptisms in 

 

I have come to appreciate the movies that 

Pixar Studios has put out over the years. 

There is a quite a gap between each movie, 

but when they do come out, they are 

generally very well done! The memory 

sequence in Up (2009) when Carl thinks 

back to the life he lived with Ellie is four 

of the most powerful minutes I have ever  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2bk_9T482g


 
  

 
LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE 

 

 
 

 

two weeks! This will be a very exciting time for our churches. It is 

an opportunity for us to celebrate a major event in the lives of two 

young ones, and it is also an opportunity for us to remember the 

significance of our own baptism. We must also remember the role 

that we the church play in baptism in The United Methodist Church 

tradition. Given our double Sunday of baptisms, I will be doing a 

two-part series on the significance of baptism. On July 18th I will 

focus on the biblical foundations for baptism, talk about early 

traditions of baptism, and overview what baptism means in our 

United Methodist tradition. On July 25th we will go more in depth 

on the specifics of the baptismal ritual and talk about the 

responsibilities that everyone has when we baptize a child. We will 

also touch on why it is that we encourage the baptism of infants and 

children in our tradition. In our doctrinal beliefs in the Book of 

Discipline it reads: 

 

 “Baptism is not only a sign of profession and mark of 

difference by whereby Christians are distinguished from others that 

are not baptized; but also it is a sign of regeneration or the new birth. 

The Baptism of young children is to be retained in the Church.” 

 

The document that shares our beliefs around baptism By Water and 

the Spirit has this to say:  

 

 “Baptism is grounded in the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ; the grace which baptism makes available is that of the 

atonement of Christ which makes possible our reconciliation with 

God. Baptism  involves dying to sin, newness of life, union with 

Christ, receiving the Holy Spirit, and incorporation  into Christ’s 

Church.” 

 

There is so much that happens in the sacrament of baptism! As we 

witness the baptism of John and Blake, we must remember that we 

are to play a critical role in helping these two to mature in the faith 

and come to a point in which they will be able to confirm the vows 

that were taken for them, and that were witnessed by us. May July be 

a wonderful time of celebration of God’s grace and love at work!  

         

        ~ Pastor Jim 

 



  Stephen Minister Application Available July 1st 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

provide a caring presence, a listening ear, and comforting words—

supporting care receivers throughout their journey. There are many 

reasons people become Stephen Ministers. Here are a few to think 

about as you prayerfully consider whether Stephen Ministry is the 

right place for you to serve. 

 

1. Make a real difference in the lives of people who are 

hurting—Stephen Ministers walk alongside people going 

through life challenges like grief, divorce, a medical crisis, job 

loss, and more. They offer care, support, and encouragement, 

connecting hurting people with Christ’s healing love during 

some of the hardest times in their lives.  

 

2. Help our congregation ensure that no one suffers alone—

Caring for one another is a hallmark of the Christian faith. As 

a Stephen Minister, you will play a crucial role in helping our 

congregation carry out that mission so that, even if we can’t 

take away their pain, those who are suffering know our church 

truly cares. 

 

3. Learn what to say and do—and what not to say and do—

to care effectively for people who are suffering— Stephen 

Minister training teaches highly practical caregiving and 

relational skills that equip and empower you with everything 

you need to effectively care for others. In addition to 

preparing you for caring ministry, these skills can help you 

deepen and enhance relationships in all facets of your life—

with family, friends, coworkers, and others. 

 
 

 

Is God calling you to become a 

Stephen Minister?  

 

In Stephen Ministry, members of our 

congregation will be trained and 

equipped to meet once a week, one to 

one, with someone going through a 

difficult time. Stephen Ministers  



 

  

4. Be involved in meaningful ministry that uses your spiritual 

gifts—Serving as a Stephen Minister gives people an 

opportunity to put their spiritual gifts into action—gifts such as 

faith, mercy, compassion, and encouragement. Ministry that 

draws on your gifts is personally fulfilling and touches 

people’s lives in powerful ways. 

 

5. Deepen your faith as you see God at work through your 

ministry—Providing care while trusting in God is at the core 

of Stephen Ministry. Stephen Ministers regularly say how their 

faith is strengthened through the training experience, by 

learning to use distinctively Christian caring tools, and as they 

witness God at work the lives of care receivers. 

 

6. Be part of a group of caring Christians who support each 

other as they care for those who are hurting—One of the 

blessings of being a Stephen Minister is being part of a 

community of people who care, all of whom lift one another up 

as they strive together to provide the best possible ministry. 

The strong relationships you’ll form are both rewarding and a 

great source of support. 

 

7. Join a worldwide tradition of caring ministry—

Congregations all over the world use Stephen Ministry—and 

have trained hundreds of thousands of Stephen Ministers who 

have gone on to care for millions of hurting people. It’s this 

ongoing tradition of “Christ caring for people through people” 

that you’ll join as a Stephen Minister. 

 

Applications will be available starting July 1st and will be due August 

15th. Please see Pastor Jim for Denise Deaton-Tolzman to receive an 

application if you are interested in applying. We hope that you might 

prayerfully consider this opportunity for our church and community! 
 



May   

Tithing $11,774 94% 

Building Use $0 0% 

Other $735 6% 

Total  $12,509  
 

 
 
 

Personnel $8,603 65% 
Service & 
Outreach $2,344 18% 

Property $2,072 16% 

General $170 1% 

Total Expenses $13,188  
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YTD     

Tithing $55,510 87%   

Fundraisers $4,144 6%   

Building Use $0 0%   

Other $4,446 7%   

Total                                                                                   $64,100    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   

Personnel $42,509 61%  
Service and 
Outreach $11,644 17%  

Property $13,865 20%  

General $1,305 2%  
Total Expenses                       $69,322   
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UMW NEWS 

 
Our unit will not meet in July but we look forward to being 
together on Thursday, August 5th at 9:30AM for “Breakfast 
and the Barn” hosted by Martha Boyer. Please put this date 
on your calendar. Plans are to enjoy a pot-luck breakfast and 
a time of fellowship followed by a short meeting.   
 
Mission u 2021 
There are two more opportunities being offered via Zoom this 
summer: 
 
Study Leader Rev. Barb Certa-Werner who is the North West 
District Superintendent will lead Finding Peace in an Anxious 
World, based on the book by the same title on July 6, 8, 13, 
and 15. Classes will be held from 6:30 PM- 9:00 PM on those 
dates. Deadline for registration was June 22, 2021. 
 
Study Leader Rev. Rob Odum, UMC pastor at West Allis, WI 
will lead Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom, based on the book 
by the same title on July 27, 29, Aug. 3, and 5. Classes will be 
held from 6:30 PM- 9:00 PM on those dates. Deadline for 
registration is July 13, 2021. 
 
There is no charge for registration, however, if participants 
wish to make a donation Northcott Neighborhood House, the 
UMC-UMW supported mission in Milwaukee will be the 
recipient of those donations.  
 
These classes can be used to acquire credit for lay speakers 
or anyone needing CEU credits. 
 
Please see Charlene Mingst or Martha Boyer for registration 
information or where/how to purchase the books or go to 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org.   

 

 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/


  

 

JULY Anniversaries 
 
1 - Merlin & Virginia Gorsline 
12 - Jeff & Juanita Starr 
25 – Rick & Kerry Beerkircher 
 
July Birthdays 
1 - Rich Strutt  
7 - Judy Halverson  
7 – Lesley Houck 
7 – Zackery Weber 
7 – Natalie Currie 
8 – Dona Ray 
12 – James Gevelinger 
13 - Juanita Starr  
14 - Wanda McCutchin  
14 - Donna Welsh  
20 – Zena Weber 
22 – John Gevelinger 
24 - Tina Smith  
27 – Kim Roble 
 

 

ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR JUNE: 
 

Sunday  Attendance  Offering 
June 6  51   $2,777 
June 13  31   $1,615 
June 20  38   $1,833 
June 27  n/a     

Please Pray 
Anna Olson, Lois Dobson, 

Candy, Bill Wilson, Alan 

Jewell, John Kristen, Rose 

Williams, Mary Lou Oxnem, 

Jack Meixelsperger, Kathy 

Bryant, Palmer Wilson, 

Fernando, Renee Mote, 

Mark Case, Alice Griffiths, 

Marian Jewell, Pam 

Fingerson, Walsh Family, 

Tenley Walker, Allison, Joyce 

V., Aaron H., Edna Dunham, 

Myrna Thuli, Jeff & Jackie 

Dux, Rom Pegram, Ivy Wilson 
 



  

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Storytime 
Your ministry story 

 
Ephesians 3:20 “Now to God who is able to do 

immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 
to God’s power that is at work within us.” 

 
I took my kids fishing for the first-time last month. You can 
imagine the excitement of 5-year-olds with a fishing rod! 
Besides fishing, they had fun throwing things into the lake. 
They enjoyed seeing how far they could throw sticks and 
rocks and see the ripples they create. That was a great 
teaching moment. “Do you know your words and actions 
are like these sticks? You do one thing, but it has a 
reaction much larger.”  
 
There is a church in our conference that received an 
estate gift in the mid-1990s for youth. The gift was $5,000 
and was invested here at the Wisconsin United Methodist 
Foundation. That gift has grown and continued to be used 
for ministry. In the last 25 years, over $6,500 has been 
used for youth ministry! There is still almost $7,000 in that 
fund today! Isn’t it wonderful what a modest gift can do for 
the ministry of a church even after we have died!  
 
Isn’t it wonderful how one gift can affect youth for years! 
Isn’t it wonderful that one gift is a much larger action than 
the original giver could have ever known? How are you 
giving to the church with your time, talents, and treasures? 
What ripple affect will it have now and in the future?  

 
Rev. Krystal Goodger,  

Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 



 

  

Online Worship Service 
My experience with the Institute of  

Congregational Development (ICD), in  

addition to what I have read throughout the  

COVID-19 pandemic, has taught me that  

there is a growing audience of individuals  

that have come to appreciate, prefer, or have 

 now been introduced to, online-based  

worship. We currently offer an in-person  

worship service that is available on Facebook, and viewable from our 

church website, but the primary audience is not the online viewer. We 

want to remedy this! 

 

We will be offering an additional service, which will be around 30 

minutes, with the online viewer in mind. It will be markedly different 

than our usual worship service.  

 

This service will be premiere on the Dodgeville United Methodist 

Church Facebook page at 7:00PM and will also be available on our 

“Dodgeville United Methodist Church YouTube Channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmHKyqVIiRNCMrJLVOuIvsQ.  

 

I would encourage to spread the word to those who might appreciate 

this online worship service opportunity. 

         

         ~Pastor Jim 

 
 Sermon by Phone 

We excited to be able to offer the “Sermon by  

Phone” service for church members and friends!  

If you would like to utilize this service, simply  

dial: (608) 319-1328. There will be a brief  

computerized introductory statement, and then  

you can listen to the sermon. I encourage you to  

think about folks outside of our church  

membership who might find this service helpful.  

 

This service was founded by Guy Wyant, husband of United 

Methodist pastor Jennifer Wyant of Milton, GA!        

          ~Pastor Jim 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmHKyqVIiRNCMrJLVOuIvsQ


 

  

Outdoor Worship Service  
August 8th at 9:00AM 

Centennial Park—Dodgeville, WI 
 

We will be worshiping outdoors along with the congregations of 

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ and Grace Lutheran 

Church. There will be no Facebook Live stream of church this Sunday, 

nor will we have any pre-recorded online service or sermon by mail 

this week. 
 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 
August 8th-10th from 5:30PM to 7:30PM  
 

We are very excited to announce that we will be  

having Vacation Bible School this year after  

taking the year off in 2020 due to COVID-19.  

We are going to change of the format this year  

to accommodate our return to almost normal. ☺ 

 

We will not be having dinner as a part of this year’s VBS and we will 

only be meeting on three nights. Each night we will meet for two 

hours. We are hoping to have 50 participants this year. 

 

We are first looking to recruit volunteers who would be able to help 

out some or all of those nights. We have a sign-up sheet available in 

Fellowship Hall or you can register by clicking the banner on our 

church website or through our pinned post on our Facebook page. 
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