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Sermons in August: Stephen Ministry
& Membership Vows: Service

Stephen Ministry

With the help of some very motivated church
members at Tabor United Methodist Church, we
went about forming a Stephen Ministry program
to both the Tabor church and Oakfield United
Methodist Church in 2013. Wonderful bondswere STEPHEN
formed between all who participated in the Stephen MINISTRY
Minister training, and church members going through

a difficult time in their lives received the ongoing care that they
needed because of the Stephen Ministry program.

When | arrived in Dodgeville and Ridgeway six(!) years ago, | was
excited to find out that the Dodgeville church was already a part of
Stephen Ministry. It was a matter of finding the right time to bring this
ministry back. Denise and I have trained to be Stephen Leaders in the
spring and we are ready to bring Stephen Ministry back to our
churches. I hope by now you are aware that applications are available
for members of our church family who are interesting in becoming
Stephen Ministers.

To help increase understanding about this ministry, | will be offering
two sermons on the importance of Stephen Ministry. On August 1t |
will be focusing on Ephesians 4:11-16 in which Paul writes to the
church in Ephesus about all of the different roles that play a part in the
church. All members of the church have gifts that they are able to use
for the sake of the church and the community. It is the pastor/teachers
in the congregation that play a whole in helping church members to
embrace and use those gifts. On August 15" we will reflect on a



conversation that Moses has with his father-in-law Jethro (Exodus
18:13-27). We learn the importance about sharing the work of the
church and utilizing the gifts of the entire congregation. Stephen
Ministry encourages pastoral care to the work of the entire
congregation. What a blessing this can be for the church and the
community.

Our Membership Vows: Service
Five Dodgeville UMC church members
were the inaugural class to participate in ,
the class Discovering God’s Vision for You \\
Life: You and Your Spiritual Gifts. In this

class they learned more about what
spiritual gifts are (and what they are not!), @@D/ﬂ
they learned the different types of spiritual  Beins Gods hands and feet
gifts that are out there, and they took an

inventory that gave them an idea of what their spiritual gifts might be.
The Holy Spirit has given us each gifts that we can use for the sake

of the church (the Body of Christ), and the world.

In our membership vows for the church we say that we will support the
church, the Body of Christ, in five ways: prayers, presence, gifts,
service, and witness. During the remainder of the month of August and
into the beginning of September, 1 am going to be focusing on the
service vow that we take. What is it that we can do the sake of our
church and community? Are we called to be volunteers, or called to be
ministers? | enjoyed teaching this class so much that I am going to
share with you some of the concepts around spiritual gifts that were
addressed in the class.

I hope you find it be in insightful journey during the months of August
and September!

~ Pastor Jim

P. S. I would encourage you to check out our YouTube channel to
watch the two series that | did on both prayer and presence.



CHOIR NOTES

After a very long “recess” we are planning to have a
Women’s Choir sing on Sunday, August 15. Please join
us! We welcome new and/or returning singers. We will
rehearse on Wednesday, August 11 at 6:30PM in the
music room and at 8:00AM before the Sunday service.
Looking ahead to September: We are planning to get the
Mixed Choir together for their first rehearsal of the fall on
Wednesday, September 8 at 6:30PM in the music room.
The first Sunday that we are planning to sing is Sunday,
September 19. We will rehearse at 8:00AM before the
service. After that Sunday we will resume our schedule
of singing on the first and third Sundays of the month.

UMW NEWS

The “Brunch at the Barn” usually held at Martha Boyer's
lovely home has been moved to Fellowship Hall on
Thursday, August 12" at 9:30 AM. [THIS MOVE OF
DATE IS IN PROCESS AND WILL HOPEFULLY WORK
OUT WITH EVERYONE!!] Please bring a dish to share-
beverages will be provided. Guests are welcome. After
enjoying a time of fellowship there will be a brief
business meeting.

The first regular unit meeting will be held on Thursday,
September 2" in Fellowship Hall at 7:00PM. The officers
will meet at 6:30PM preceding the meeting. After a brief
program, nominations for the 2022 slate of officers will be
presented to the meeting. We will be discussing plans for
the South West Annual Gathering scheduled for
Saturday, September 18 and UMW Sunday scheduled
for Sunday, September 19.




Outdoor Worship Service
August 8" at 9:00AM
Centennial Park—Dodgeville, WI

We will be worshiping outdoors along uutdm"l Wn L,I“p !

with the congregations of Plymouth
Congregational United Church of
Christ and Grace Lutheran Church.

SBMVIcE”

There will be no Facebook Live stream of church this Sunday,
nor will we have any pre-recorded online service or sermon by
mail this week.

Make sure to bring your own chair to sit in for this service.
The offering that is collected during this service will go to
support the lowa County Food Pantry. Please consider bringing
in your church offering the Sunday before or after this service.

Vacation Bible School
August 81-10"" from 5:30PM to 7:30PM

We are very excited to announce that we will be g=FFans
having Vacation Bible School this year after KMEH S
taking the year off in 2020 due to COVID-19. "OF_NORTH..
We are going to change of the format this year & Q‘HSTLB
to accommodate our return to almost normal. ©

We will not be having dinner as a part of this year’s VBS and we

will only be meeting on three nights. Each night we will meet for
two hours. We are hoping to have 50 participants this year.

We are first looking to recruit volunteers who would be able to help
out some or all of those nights. We have a sign-up sheet available
in Fellowship Hall or you can register by clicking the banner on our
church website or through our pinned post on our Facebook page.



FINANCIAL

June
Tithing $8,262 91%
Building Use SO 0%
Other $777 9%
Total $9,039
June Income = $9,039
Other
9%
Building Use
0%

Personnel $8,516 65%
Service &
Outreach $2,284 18%
Property $1,540 12%
General $693 5%

Total Expenses $13,033

June Expenses = $13,033

General

Property 5%
()

12%

Service &
Outreach

18% Personnel

65%




REPORT

YTD
Tithing $63,772 87%
Fundraisers S4,144 6%
Building Use S0 0%
Other $5,223 7%

$73,139

YTD Income = $73,139

Other
Building Use %
0%

Fundraisers
6%

Personnel $51,025 61%

Service and

Outreach $13,927 17%

Property $15,405 19%

General $1,997 2%

Total Expenses $82,355

Year to Date Expenses = $82,355
Property Gezn;)ral
19%
Service and Personnel

Outreach
17%

61%




Attendance Report

ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR JULY:

Sunday Attendance Offering
July 4 28 $3,672
July 11 28 $1,675
July 18 50 $2,415
July 25 53 $1,470

Please Pray
Anna Olson, Lois Dobson,
Candy, Bill Wilson, Alan
Jewell, John Kristen, Rose
Williams, Mary Lou Oxnem,
Jack Meixelsperger, Kathy
Bryant, Palmer Wilson,
Fernando, Renee Mote,
Mark Case, Alice Griffiths,
Marian Jewell, Pam
Fingerson, Walsh Family,
Tenley Walker, Allison, Joyce
V., Aaron H., Edna Dunham,
Myrna Thuli, Jeff & Jackie
Dux, Rom Pegram, Ivy Wilson

AUGUST
ANNIVERSARIES

1 - Scott & Sarah Godfrey

2 - Don & Tina Smith

5 — Melissa & Jeremy Mulder
12 — Phil & Julie Udelhoven
17 — Lee/Mary Lou Oxnem
21 — Peter & Jody Vanderloo
24 — Zach & Rose Hickman
28 — Mark & Robin Masters

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
2 - Jacob Colden
3 — Jean Leigh
11 — Jackie Dux
17 - Ginny Gorsline
21 — Shirley Lewis
25 — Emerson Harman
25 — Peter Vanderloo
27 — Ron Butteris




STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE

This month, | will continue to provide information to our
congregation on our upcoming rollout of the Stephen Ministry
for Fall 2021.

Stephen Minister training is a Christ-centered experience that
equips participants with essential caring and relating skills.
Trainees learn how to listen to, care for, and walk with those
going through difficult times in life.

Stephen Ministers are trained by their congregation’s Stephen
Leaders using resources from Stephen Ministries St. Louis. The
training they receive in the congregation equips them to
provide high-quality care to people who are hurting.

What Stephen Ministers Do

After being matched with a person experiencing a life crisis,
the Stephen Minister meets with that person on a weekly basis
to listen, care, encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual
support. The caring relationship lasts as long as the need for
care exists.

A Life-Changing Experience for the Care Receiver

Stephen Ministers have cared for over one-and-a-half million
people in one-to-one caring relationships—and they have
touched countless more lives with compassionate
understanding and encouragement.

How Is God Calling You?

If you sense that God might be calling you to serve as a
Stephen Minister, the first step is to find out more about
getting involved.

If you have more questions about becoming a Stephen
Minister, please contact Pastor Jim or Denise Deaton-Tolzman
and we will be happy to answer any and all questions.

Thank you for considering this opportunity to provide yet
another ministry for our church and our community.

Denise Deaton-Tolzman
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