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“A Moment of Personal Privilege” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For this month I hoping you might indulge me in a moment  

of personal privilege. ☺ 

 

On September 19th, 2021 at 7:00AM I will be running the Fox Cities 

Marathon in Appleton, WI. This will be my second marathon attempt. 

You might be asking why I am writing about this in the church 

newsletter. It is honestly a wonderful story of Christian support and 

community! 

 

In the beginning of 2016, I was not in a good place. I was in the middle 

of a very difficult separation and I was trying to figure out how to be a 

pastor to two churches in the midst of it. I was incredibly blessed at the 

congregations of Dodgeville and Grace (Ridgeway) because of your 

prayers throughout the separation/divorce process, your support and 

comfort when things got difficult, and your support of Christina when 

she and I began dating, were married, and now in our joint pursuit of 

ministry in The United Methodist Church.  

 

My first attempt at a marathon came while I was in the thick of the 

whole separation/divorce process and soon to turn 40 years old. I have 

started training for a marathon and failed several times in my life and I 

saw the benchmark of 40 years as a good time to really give it a try. 

The training, especially the long runs, gave me time to think. It was 

helpful, and it kept me in decent shape. My first attempt came on 

September 18th, 2016. I finished the race in 4:05:34. I wasn’t two 

worried about the time; I was just happy that I finished! 

 

As cases of COVID-19 were ramping up (the first time) back in early 

2020 I had begun a weight loss journey that saw me lose 35 pounds by  

in a wonderful marriage, and felt the call to try it all again. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

summer. Being in much better shape, and carrying a lot less of me 

around, I thought it might be worth trying this marathon thing again. I 

was in the best shape I had been in for a long time, was in a wonderful 

marriage, and felt the call to try it all again. 

 

So, in May of this year I began the marathon training process again. 

Workouts have been going wonderfully, and I am feeling like I am in a 

good position to improve on my last attempt. If you are curious to 

know more about my experience in training for this race you can check 

out a blog that I started a few weeks before my official training began: 

https://jbdroste.wixsite.com/marathon. It is fittingly called “Breaking Four 

Hours.”  

 

As it gets closer to the race I am going to try to make available a way 

that, if you are interested, you can track my progress during race in 

real time. Technology really is something! Otherwise, I will post more 

often as I get closer to the race. 

 

Your prayers in these three weeks leading up to the race would be 

appreciated, and prayers during the race would be especially 

appreciated. Christina will be there to support me on race day and she 

has been a wonderful support for me throughout these four months of 

training. If you are curious to know more about the race itself or the 

course that I will be running check out: https://foxcitiesmarathon.org/. 

 

The United Methodist Women of Dodgeville United Methodist Church 

will be leading worship on that Sunday morning (I will still be running 

at that time!) and Pastor LeRoy Strutt will be leading worship at Grace 

UMC that night (I might be home, but will likely not be wanting to do 

all that much moving). 

 

Thank you for indulging me! As we look ahead to September, I am 

excited to see children’s messages return to our worship services at 

Dodgeville UMC. I also hope the choir might start singing again soon 

as well! 

 

         

    ~ Pastor Jim 

https://jbdroste.wixsite.com/marathon
https://foxcitiesmarathon.org/


 

  

THANK YOU … FROM ROM AND JANE 
A heartfelt thanks for all the contacts people have made with us 
throughout these past several months. You’ll never know how 
much the thoughts, prayers, cards, texts, emails, or personal 
visits have meant to us during this time. Getting a cancer 
diagnosis was the furthest thing from our minds coming out of the 
pandemic that started last year. We were looking forward to better 
days; yet that’s life, isn’t it? It can throw you a curveball when you 
least expect it. But, at the same time, what an opportunity this has 
been for both of us to grow in our faith, to express that faith in a 
variety of ways, and to pass that faith on to others who may be 
needing more right now. One of the significant scripture verses 
that has carried us through this time comes from Isaiah 41:10 
(NLT), where God through Isaiah speaks saying: “Don’t be 
afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up 
with my victorious hand.” Then, a couple verses later, God 
through Isaiah (NLT) speaks again: “For I hold you by your 
right hand—I, the Lord your God. And I say to you, ‘Don’t be 
afraid. I am here to help you.’” 
 
The Presence of God can be powerful in our lives—nothing more 
powerful. Just to know, by faith, that God is there for us makes all 
the difference in the world. When we’re facing the unknown, when 
we’re facing fear, when we are anxious about any thing that 
comes our way—especially if it is affecting life itself (especially, 
life as we’ve planned it), having God by our side, not having to go 
through times like this alone, makes all the difference. Jane and I 
decided (a conscious decision) that we were not going to get 
excited over those things we cannot control. Cancer is one of 
those things. Instead of getting excited, this was the time for our 
faith to kick into gear, knowing God is present with us … and 
allow that faith to carry us through. But … that couldn’t happen 
without the power of prayer behind it, which is where you’ve come 
in. Thank you for your prayers—your continuing prayers—as we 
go through the process/battle around cancer. We don’t feel like 
God is done with us yet regarding ministry, so pray for some 
years ahead we can continue to serve (though in a different way). 
Again, we could not make it through this time without your prayers 
and other support. THANK YOU … from the bottom of our hearts. 

Rom & Jane Pegram 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

FALL RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE 
 
The annual United Methodist Women’s Fall Rummage/Bake 
Sale is scheduled for Friday, October 8th and Saturday, 
October 9th, 2021. The hours for the sale are: 8:00AM – 
5:00pm on Friday and 8:00AM-12:00AM on Saturday. The 
Bake Sale is to be held on Saturday morning only. The “Bag 
Sale” will be between the hours of 10:00AM-12:00PM on 
Saturday. We will follow the church protocols as to COVID 
restrictions regarding masks. 
 
The set-up dates are Tuesday-Thursday, October 5--7. 
Items for the rummage sale can be brought in from 9:00AM-
4:00PM on those dates. Because storage space is very 
limited—if at all possible please wait to bring your items on 
the planned days.  
 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING: TVs, computers, dehumidifiers, 
home-recorded VCR tapes or DVDs, stained or torn 
clothing, or inappropriate books, DVDs, or magazines. Yes, 
we will accept donations of clothing (seasonally 
appropriate) for this sale. 
 
Bake Sale items should be priced and can be brought in on 
Friday or early Saturday. If you like to bake please consider 
donating items for the bake sale. We will need many 
workers to help set-up and to work during the sale.  
Sign-up sheets will be available in Fellowship Hall starting 
on or about Sunday, September 12th. Please sign up for a 
shift or two or call Charlene Mingst at 935-5758. (If you 
have a question about an item that you would like to donate 
please call that same number.)  
 
This annual fund-raiser helps the United Methodist Women 
meet our goals of mission on the local, state, national, and 
international levels, including supporting the general 
budget of our church. THANK YOU TO ALL WHO WILL 
WORK AND ALSO TO EVERYONE WHO DONATES ITEMS. 
 

 



   
 
 

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend 
any of these meetings and/or events. If you have any 

questions about UMW please contact Charlene Mingst or any 
one of our current members. 

 
The United Methodist Women will meet on Thursday, 
September 2nd in Fellowship Hall at 6:30PM. (There is no 
officers meeting scheduled before the general meeting.) 
Following the recent changes in Covid guidelines, we will wear 
masks and observe the recommended practice for socially 
distancing. After a brief program, nominations will be accepted 
for the 2022 slate of officers—immediately followed by an 
election of those officers. We will be discussing plans for the 
South West District Annual Gathering scheduled for Saturday, 
September 18, UMW Sunday scheduled for Sunday, 
September 19 and the Fall Rummage/Bake Sale scheduled for 
October 8th and 9th.  (Please see another page in this 
newsletter for more information about the Fall Sale.)  
 
South West District UMW Annual Gathering: 
As of this time, the South West District UMW Annual Gathering 
is still being planned as an in-person event. There will be a 
virtual option via zoom as well. This event will be held at our 
church on Saturday, September 18 from 9:00AM – 3:00PM 
with registration beginning at 8:30AM. The theme for the day is 
Serving Outward: “Stewards of our Faith: Service”. The 
keynote speaker is Rev. Dan Dick; Barbara Dick will be 
presenting devotions. The District Officers will be presenting a 
leadership skit in the afternoon - “How Many Women Does It 
Take to Make Mission Happen”?  We would like to invite 
everyone to attend—either for the entire event or even a 
portion of the day. (A boxed lunch will be served at noon but 
this must be ordered on the registration form.) This is an 
opportunity to learn about the important mission of United 
Methodist Women.  Registration forms are due by September 
1—if you would like to attend the full day please see Charlene 
Mingst or Martha Boyer.  There is a $15.00 registration fee if 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

you plan to order a lunch, however,  
if you are planning to help with the activities  
of the day this fee is waived.  Also, if you plan  
to attend just a portion of the day, please 
 contact Martha or Charlene.  
 

CHOIR NOTES 
In last month’s newsletter we were planning to have the Mixed 
Choir sing on Sunday, September 19. Because of the recent 
changes in the COVID guidelines from the CDC, the Wisconsin 
Conference and the Bishop’s Task Force we may have to wait a 
few more weeks. Please “stay tuned”—your director will contact 
you via email or phone when it is decided that choral singing – 
without masks - can be allowed in the Sanctuary.  Thank you for 
your patience. 
 

FROM THE WILLS AND  
MEMORIALS COMMITTE 
The Wills and Memorials Committee would like to inform the 
congregation that the recent redecoration of the Chapel 
(painting and carpeting) as well as the painting of the hallway 
and replacement of vinyl baseboards, was accomplished 
through the generous donation of memorials given in honor of 
Jack Reynolds. We are grateful to the Reynolds family. 
 Also, the upcoming project of repairing the Bell Tower will be 
realized because of memorial gifts to the Russell Nelson family 
at the time of his passing. We wish to thank the Nelson family 
for their generous donation to our church.  
 

 

 

 



   July   

Tithing $8,865 97% 

Building Use $100 1% 

Other $142 2% 

Total  $9,107  

 

Personnel $8,374 65% 
Service & 
Outreach $1,691 13% 

Property $1,955 15% 

General $974 7% 

Total Expenses $12,994  

 

Tithing
97%

Building Use
1%

Other
2%

July Income = $9,107

Personnel
65%

Service & 
Outreach

13%

Property
15%

General
7%

July Expenses = $12,994



YTD   

Tithing $72,637 89% 

Fundraisers $4,144 5% 

Building Use $100 0% 

Other $4,552 6% 

 $81,433  

 

Personnel $59,399 62% 
Service and 
Outreach $15,618 16% 

Property $17,356 18% 

General $2,972 3% 

Total Expenses $95,346  
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Property
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General
3%

Year to Date Expenses = $95,346



 

  

STEWARDSHIP 
Connecting Vision and Generosity 

 
Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, 
and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks 

receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone 
who knocks, the door will be opened. Matthew 7:7-8 

 
After serving my first local church part-time as a college student 
for two years, I had just finished leading my last worship service 
and was greeting folks at the door. One gentleman shook my 
hand and said, “Jason, thank you for being our pastor. I think 
one of the things I liked about you the most is that you never 
talked about money.”  
 
I’ve thought about his statement many times over the years. I’ve 
also heard the same sentiment repeated by both laity and clergy 
in many ways. We tend to see financial stewardship and money 
as a “necessary evil.” It’s something we must deal with to get to 
real ministry.  
 
In his short book, A Spirituality of Fundraising, Henri Nouwen 
challenges this view of money and stewardship (which he calls 
fundraising). He writes: Fundraising is, first and foremost, a form 
of ministry. It is a way of announcing our vision and inviting other 
people into our mission. Fundraising is proclaiming what we 
believe in such a way that we offer other people an opportunity 
to participate with us in our vision and mission. We are 
declaring, ‘We have a vision that is amazing and exciting. We 
are inviting you to invest yourself through the resources that God 
has given you – your energy, your prayers, and your money – in 
this work to which God has called us.  
 
I wonder what vision God has entrusted to you and your 
congregation that you can invite others to be a part of through 
their prayers, their presence, their service, their witness, and 
their gifts. 
 

Rev. Jason Mahnke 
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 



 

  

PraiseFest 

Hello Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
We here at Midland UMC Missions would like to invite you all 
to a day of worship in song, fellowship, and inspiration at the 
annual Midland PraiseFest. On Saturday, September 18th, 
starting at 10 am, the first of 6 bands will take the stage on the 
lawns of Midland, 10235 County Rd. KP, Mazomanie, WI. It 
will be a day of beautiful music, food, and fun for the whole 
family. Tickets are just $15 for anyone 16 yrs. & up. They are 
available from Midland members or by email, 
midlandumc@gmail.com or call Kathy at 608-588-4866. 
 
Blessings to you all. 
Kathy Stoltz 
Midland UMC Missions Chair 

 

 

 Giving/Attendance Stats - August 

Week Attendance Offering  

1 39 $3,880  

2 Park service $1,449  

3 42 $2,698  

4 27 $1,599  

5 n/a   

 

2 HANDMADE QUILTS RAFFLE 
Sunday, September 19 at 9:15 AM 

 
Tickets $5 each and available through Grace Lutheran 

Church Women or church office 

mailto:midlandumc@gmail.com


  

PLEASE PRAY: 

Lois Dobson 

Mary Lou Oxnem 

Jack Meixelsperger 

Marian Jewell 

Pam Fingerson 

Edna Dunham 

Jeff & Jackie Dux 

Rom Pegram 

Ivy Wilson 

Marilyn Liddle 

Julie Colden 

Dorothy Hood 

Keith Ray 

 
  
 

 

 
 
 
1 - London Starr  
13 – John Oxnem 
15 - Doug Digman  
16 - Nancy Mortimer  
18 – Peg Trankle 
19 - Terry Edwards  
20 - Charlie Price 
23 – Akayla Schultze 
24 - Anthony Butteris 
26 – Martha Boyer  
27 - Louise Price  
29 - Sandra Alexander 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

7 - Chip & Peggy Forrest  
15 - Terry & Penny Edwards 
15 – John & Bonnie Oxnem 
29 - Steve & Julie Colden 
 

If one member 

suffers, all suffer 

together… 
1 Corinthians 12:26 

 



 

 

  

 

 

COVID-19 PROTOCOL CHANGES AT DODGEVILLE 

UMC 

 

Starting on Sunday, August 22nd, the Church Council voted to 

make some temporary changes to our COVID-19 response as it 

relates to meeting at the church. All participants in worship 

services, church meetings, and ministries (including Feeding 

Friends) will be asked to wear masks regardless of vaccination 

status until further notice. 

 

This decision by the Church Council comes with input from the 

Iowa County Health Department, the Bishop’s COVID-19 Task 

Force, and the Center for Disease Control.  

 

We will revisit this change when the church council meets again on 

September 9th. 
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