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“NOVEMBER 2021:  ALL SAINTS SUNDAY” 
 
 
  

 I thought we might start this month’s article in prayer. Let us pray: 

 

 “We bless your holy name, O God, for all your servants who, 

having finished their course, now rest  from their labors. Give us 

grace to follow the example of their steadfastness and faithfulness, to 

your  honor and glory; through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.” 

 

On Sunday, November 7th, 2021 we will celebrate All Saints Sunday at 

both Dodgeville United Methodist Church  

and Grace (Ridgeway) United Methodist  

Church. At this service, we will lift up the  

names of all congregation members (and  

those of our extended church family) who  

have passed always since the last All Saints  

Sunday. We speak their names and light  

candles as a way of remembering those who  

faithfully served God throughout their lives. It is a special Sunday to 

me! 

 

These last two years have been hard. COVID-19 has taken a toll on 

our lives, and the life of our churches. We have not been able to 

worship as we are normally accustomed, and funeral and memorial 

service gatherings have come with a variety of restrictions. The group 

gatherings and the group meals are something that I have appreciated, 

especially for those who have a significant connection to our church 

family. Both of our churches have a reputation of hospitality and 

caring when it comes to hosting meals for funeral services.  
 

 

 



  
When the number of folks who can attend a service is limited, when we 

cannot hug and embrace as we are accustomed, and when we can’t 

break bread together and family and friends, it makes the time of 

mourning a bit more difficult. For these reasons, my heart lingers on 

those who we have lost in our church family during COVID-19. We 

have lost eight members from our church families since the last All 

Saint’s Sunday. 

 

I have spent a lot of time reflecting on the list of folks who will be 

honored at our services on November 7th: 

 

• Keith Bowers — I usually had to maneuver around his 

scooter which he parked right by my office. ☺ He was a 

faithful church attender, right up to the very end of his 

life! 

• Edgar Buckingham — He loved his community at 

Crestridge and his family at Dodgeville UMC. I 

appreciated the zeal with which he sang at our Crestridge 

worship services! 

• Betty Duffy (Grace UMC) — In our conversations 

together, she was very passionate about her ecumenical 

background. Her love for music and singing was 

wonderful! 

• Mary Ellen Jewell — My visits with her at Upland Hills 

generally involved me reading her sections of the Bible, 

with her excitedly listening and responding. She longed 

for the day when she would be able to worship at 

Dodgeville UMC again. 

• Russell Nelson—We had many wonderful home visits at 

his home; his passion and leadership for Sunday School 

left a real impression on me. 

• Dan Roble — I was honored to be one small part of his 

bell choir. I was in awe by the number of tributes left on 

his wall on the funeral home website. 

• Earl Welsh — He and Donna’s support and concern for 

me in my first few years of ministry in Dodgeville were 

critical (it was not always easy).  

• Lois Weiland—A fun and feisty woman who invited me 

to talk to her for 90 minutes when I only anticipated 

dropping off some Christmas cookies! ☺ 

 

These individuals that we remember on November 7th may no longer be 



 
  

 

These individuals that we remember on November 7th may no longer 

be with us on this earth, but we can celebrate that, in death, they are 

now in that place that Jesus Christ promised was set aside for them, 

and is set aside for all of those who believe in Him. Amen! 

 

         

                   ~ Pastor Jim 
 

SPECIAL GRACE UMC Church Conference 
Tuesday, November 9th at 2:00PM 

Grace (Ridgeway) UMC Church -- Basement 
The sole agenda item for this special meeting  

will be a discussion and vote on whether or not 

to sell the church building and use the funds  

from the sale to continue being the church in the  

Ridgeway community. South West District  

Superintendent Scott Carlson will be the 

presiding elder for this special church  

conference. Letters were sent to all members of  

Grace (Ridgeway) informing them of this meeting. Only those who are 

professing members of Grace UMC will be able to vote. 
 

 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service 
Wednesday, November 24th at 6:30PM 

Grace Lutheran Church (1105 N. Bequette St. – Dodgeville, 

WI) 
Join friends in Christ from Grace Lutheran  

Church, Plymouth Congregational UCC,  

St. Joseph's Catholic Parish, and our  

community at large as we return thanks to 

our God from whom all blessings flow. 

 
 

 



 
  

 
THANK YOU!    THANK YOU!    THANK YOU! 

 
The United Methodist Women wish to thank everyone who 
helped in any way to make our Fall 2021 Rummage and Bake 
Sale a huge success! Because of your generous donations of 
rummage items and baked goods and because of the generous 
donations of time from the approximately 20 people who 
worked throughout the 5 days of the event (including the set-up 
days) we were able to realize a profit of a little over $2,000!! We 
especially want to thank Barb Phillips who helped in so many 
ways to get the tables looking great—we received many 
compliments from our customers regarding the set-up. Also, we 
are the grateful recipients of donations from several people who 
wrote out checks that far exceeded the cost of the items that 
were purchased. The money that was earned will be used to 
meet our pledge to mission to the WI Conference United 
Methodist Women and to UMW Mission projects throughout the 
state, the nation, and the globe.  Also, as in other years we will 
be giving donations to our DUMC general fund and local 
community projects.  
 
Again, thank you so very much—to everyone who helps us to 
live up to the following UMW Vision statement: United 
Methodist Women is turning faith, hope and love into action on 
behalf of women, children and youth around the world. 
 

CHOIR NOTES 
The choir will rehearse on Wednesday, November 3rd at 7:00PM 
in the Sanctuary. We will rehearse music for the All Saint’s 
Sunday on November 7th and for the Sunday service on 
November 21. We will rehearse at 8:15AM on the Sundays that 
we sing. We welcome “returning” members and would love to 
have others join us. For more information - contact Charlene 
Mingst at 935-5758.  
 



 

September    

Tithing $10,272 83%  
Building Use $0 0%  
Other $2,076 17%  
Total  $12,348   

  

Tithing
83%

Building Use
0%

Other
17%

September Income = $12,348

 

 

Personnel $8,355 70%  
Service & 
Outreach $1,821 15%  
Property $1,631 14%  
General $72 1%  
Total Expenses $11,880   

 

 

Personnel
70%

Service & 
Outreach

15%

Property
14%

General
1%

September Expenses = $11,880



 

YTD    

Tithing $92,916 87%  
Fundraisers $4,144 4%  
Building Use $100 0%  
Other $9,094 9%  

 $106,254   

 

 

 

Tithing
87%

Fundraisers
4%

Building Use
0%

Other
9%

YTD Income = $106,254

Personnel $76,110 62%  
Service and 
Outreach $19,334 16%  
Property $20,466 17%  
General $3,154 3%  
Total Expenses $119,062   

 

 

Personnel
62%

Service and 
Outreach

16%

Property
17%

General
3%

Year to Date Expenses = $119,062



  

A STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE FOR YOUR CHURCH 

 
Sometimes a great quote sticks with you, rings true, and really 
makes you look at something in a new way. Stores like Hobby 

Lobby seem to have based a large part of their business 
models on the fact that we love having great quotes hanging in 

our homes. As we approach Thanksgiving, I hope you find 
these giving quotes inspiring.  

 
“Make all you can, save all you can, give all you can.”  

~John Wesley  
 

“He who obtains has little. He who scatters has much.”  
~Lao-Tzu  

“No person was ever honored for what he received. He was 
honored for what he gave.” ~Calvin Coolidge 

 
“It is possible to give without loving, but it is impossible to love 

without giving.” ~Richard Braunstein 
  

“You can’t have a perfect day without doing something for 
someone who’ll never be able to repay you.” ~John Wooden  

 
“You can have everything in life that you want if you will just 
help enough other people get what they want” ~Zig Ziglar  

 
“Remember this – you can’t serve God and Money, but you 

can serve God with money.” ~Selwyn Hughes  
 

“I judge all things only by the price they shall gain in eternity.” 
~John Wesley 

“It is more blessed to given than receive.” ~Jesus, Acts 20:35  
 

Rev. Jason Mahnke,  
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

PLEASE PRAY: 
Lois Dobson, Mary Lou Oxnem, Jack Meixelsperger, Marian Jewell, 

Pam Fingerson, Edna Dunham, Jeff & Jackie Dux, Rom Pegram, Ivy 

Wilson, Marilyn Liddle, Julie Colden, Keith Ray, Mary Ellen Schultze , 

Allison  

 
 



  

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend 
any of these meetings and/or events. We are hoping that we 

can gain some new members this year, please consider 
attending, we would love to see our membership grow. If you 

have any questions about UMW please contact Charlene Mingst 
or any one of our current members. 

 
The United Methodist Women will meet on Thursday, 
November 4th in Fellowship Hall at 6:30PM. (There is no 
officers meeting scheduled before the general meeting.) We will 
wear masks and observe the recommended practice of socially 
distancing. Martha Boyer will lead the annual World Thank 
Offering program—please remember to bring your offering jars! 
During the business meeting we will discuss and make 
decisions on how to distribute available funds to various mission 
projects.  
 
 The Annual South West District Day of Enrichment 2021 is 
scheduled for Saturday, November 13 at the Viola United 
Methodist Church.  The event will begin at 9:00AM and 
conclude at 3:00PM with registration beginning at 8:30AM. The 
theme for the event is Mission Giving: Turning Faith, Hope, 
and Love into Action. The keynote address will be given by 
Pastor Erika Martinez-Flores of the Viroqua UMC. Registration 
is due by November 1st. There is a fee of $15 that will cover 
morning refreshments, lunch, and materials used for preparing 
the event. Please see Charlene Mingst or Martha Boyer for 
more information or a registration form.  
 

 
 

 Giving/Attendance Stats 

October 

Week Attendance Offering 

1 32 $3,200 

2 46 $3,699 

3 31 $1,465 

4 39 $1,735 
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