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Advent 
By the time December’s newsletter makes its way out to everyone we 

will begin the season of Advent! Our decorating group took care of 

everything a week early so when we step into the  

sanctuary on November 28th, everything at  

Dodgeville UMC will have the look of Christmas.  

While the decorations put us into the mood for  

Christmas, I don’t want us to get ahead of ourselves. 

The season of Advent was created for the purpose  

of giving us some time to prepare ourselves to  

properly celebrate both the holiday and the season  

of Christmas. As such, readings from the Gospel of Luke throughout 

Advent will have something to say to us about how we prepare our 

hearts and minds throughout this time. 

 

The scripture readings from Luke will be as follows: 

• November 28th — Luke 21:25-36 

• December 5th — Luke 3:1-6 

• December 12th — Luke 3:7-18 

• December 19th  — Luke 1:39-45 

 

I encourage you to read these lessons and write down the questions and 

concerns that you have. Each week, I will provide some reflection 

questions for you to ponder regarding the reading for that week’s 

message. 

 

Christmas Eve—Friday, December 24th 
We will be having one service at each church for Christmas Eve: 

• 5:00PM at Grace (Ridgeway) UMC — This service will be 

upstairs in  
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• upstairs in the sanctuary of the church incorporating various 

traditional Christmas carols along with the celebration of Holy 

Communion. The service will end with a candlelight singing of 

Silent Night. 

• 8:00PM at Dodgeville UMC — This service will offer a variety 

of traditional carols accompanied by the organ. The choir will 

sing and we will celebrate Holy Communion as well. The service 

will end with a candlelight singing of Silent Night. 

 
Class Meetings/Wesley Fellowship Groups 
Since September 14th of this year I have been meeting with a small group 

of folks, first studying a book called The Class Meeting by Kevin 

Watson, and then meeting as a small group. The eight  

chapter book lays out the framework for a small  

group meeting that takes us back to the days of the  

Methodist movement in Europe and America. By  

having Christians meet in small groups to talk about  

their relationship with God, the Methodist movement  

grew exponentially in Europe and America. As the class meeting has 

declined in popularity in the years since, we have also seen a statistical 

decline in United Methodist membership. 

 

After completing our eight week study of the book, we have been 

meeting as a small group, what we call a “Wesley Fellowship Group” 

(after John Wesley). These meetings have been transformative in my life 

of faith, and from what the other participants have shared, it has been the 

same for them. We are there to support one another on each of own 

individual journeys of faith, and offer a listening ear in those times when 

we find ourselves struggling. We each answer the question: “How is 

your life with God?” and the discussion goes from there! It sounds 

simple, but the book offers a wonderful historical and theological 

perspective and offers important ground rules for the most effective 

group meeting.   

 

I would like to expand this movement by creating at least five new 

Wesley Fellowship Groups in our church in 2022. 

 

I have decided to purchase 20 copies of The Class Meeting book 

using my own money because I truly believe that our churches might 

truly experience revival through it! I want folks to have the book in 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Join in celebrating Ivy Wilson’s 100th 

birthday on Saturday, December 18 at the 

Red Room from 1:00-3:00 pm.   

advance so that they will have a chance to read through it. It is my plan 

to have a six-part sermon series reflecting on The Class Meeting starting 

on January 16th. Books will be available soon. Come and find me to get 

a copy! 

 

May you have a contemplative and fruitful Advent season in December! 

         

                   ~ Pastor Jim 

 
 

 
       

The choir will rehearse on Wednesday, December 1st at 

7:00PM in the music room. We are scheduled to sing on 

Sunday, December 5th and Sunday, December 19th. We will 

rehearse at 8:15AM on those Sundays. We will also plan to 

sing at the Christmas Eve Service on Friday, December 

24th—rehearsal time is yet to be decided. We welcome new 

voices as well as “returning” singers at any time! 

        

 
 



 

 

  

THE FALL DINNER WAS A RESOUNDING SUCCESS! 

 

The Annual Fall Dinner was a tremendous success!   

We served a record number of 225 people and  

raised $4000.   

 

How wonderful it was to be in the church working  

together once again.  It was so much fun to have  

time to do some socializing while our hands were  

kept very busy. 

 

THANK YOU to everyone who participated.  The planning 

committee appreciates the efforts of everyone who helped with the 

planning, everyone who phoned church members, everyone who 

made the delicious apple crisps, everyone who donated money to 

purchase ingredients, everyone who sold tickets, and everyone who 

bought tickets (and hopefully enjoyed the food!).   

 

THANK YOU to those who spent all of Saturday morning at church:  

those who fried the meat and hooked up the Nesco Roasters, those 

who made the gravy and the mashed potatoes, those who cut and put 

the apple crisp into containers, and those who made the coleslaw and 

put it into containers.  

   

THANK YOU to the church members who decorated the apple crisp 

with Cool Whip and a pumpkin; who worked to fill the bags with 

buns, apple crisp and coleslaw; who worked to fill the containers with 

the hot food; worked to carry the food out to the cars; those who 

helped with the cleanup; and those who worked outside to make sure 

everyone was greeted with a smile and served promptly.                            

The drive through process worked very well.  Everyone stayed very 

busy and logged a lot of footsteps!   

 

The success of the dinner is a result of LOTS of people  

pitching in and working hard. 

THANK YOU one and ALL!  It was an outstanding group effort. 
 

 



 

  

PLEASE PRAY 
Lois Dobson, Mary Lou Oxnem, Jack Meixelsperger, Marian Jewell, 

Pam Fingerson, Edna Dunham, Jeff & Jackie Dux, Rom Pegram, Ivy 

Wilson, Marilyn Liddle, Julie Colden, Keith Ray, Mary Ellen Schultze , 

Allison  

 

The United Methodist Women is inviting  

all members and friends to our  

Christmas “Pot-Luck” Dinner scheduled  

for Thursday, December 2nd at 6:00PM in 

Fellowship Hall. Please bring a dish to pass 

and join us if you can for a time of sharing 

great food and fellowship.  
 

 

Community Christmas Day Dinner 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO RESERVE A MEAL! 
 

You must call ahead by noon on Friday, December 17 to reserve a 

meal(s) for pick-up or delivery from Culvers.  NO DINING IN. 

Please call 608-935-9023  
 

Saturday, December 25 

11:00AM-12:30PM 

Culver’s Restaurant 

No cost 

PLATTEVILLE UMC CHRISTMAS FAIR 

Saturday, December 4th @ 9:30am-12:30pm 
 

See church bulletin board for more information 



 

 

 

 
  

5 - Mylee Mulder   
8 - Mary Terrill 
12 - Denise Tolzman  
14 - James Short 
17 – Ivy Wilson 
19 – Holly Starr 
 
 

Giving/Attendance Stats 

Week Attendance Offering 

November 

1 44 $8,213 

2 41 $2,403 

3 37 $3,290 

4 n/a n/a 

 

“Christmas Giving Opportunities” 
 

We are collecting gifts for the residents of local  
Nursing Homes. Gift ideas include: gripper socks, 
 baseball caps, body sprays/lotions, large print  
word searches, adult coloring books, crayons or  
colored pencils, soft candy (regular and diabetic, boxed 
greetings cards, stamps. If you might be willing to purchase 
some of these items that will be presented as gifts for the 
residents, you can either: (1) bring those items to the church 
(and put them under the tree) or (2) you can call the church 
office and we will coordinate for someone to pick them up from 
you. You can purchase as much as you would like. The 
deadline is for these gifts is December 19th. 

 
 

20 – Mary Wilson  
22 – Robin Digman  
22 – Dawn Van Epps 
23 – Rosemary Edwards 
29 – Mary Lou Oxnem 
31 – Julie Colden 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARY 
31 – Art & Margaret Humbert 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

 



 

October   

Tithing $13,205 84% 

Building Use $0 0% 

Other $2,600 16% 

Total  $15,805  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tithing
84%

Building Use
0%

Other
16%

October Income = $15,805

Personnel
64%

Service & 
Outreach

13%

Property
22%

General
1%

October Expenses = $12,892

 

 

Personnel $8,299 64% 
Service & 
Outreach $1,681 13% 

Property $2,853 22% 

General $58 1% 

Total Expenses $12,892  
 



 

YTD    

Tithing $106,121 87%  
Fundraisers $5,780 5%  
Building Use $100 0%  
Other $10,058 8%  

 $122,059    

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Tithing
87%

Fundraisers
5%

Building Use
0%

Other
8%

YTD Income = $122,059

Personnel
62%

Service and 
Outreach

16%

Property
18%

General
3%

Year to Date Expenses = $131,953

Personnel $84,409 62%  
Service and 
Outreach $21,015 16%  
Property $23,319 18%  
General $3,212 3%  
Total Expenses $131,953    
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