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January 2022: “The Class Meeting”
Sermon Series

“When people meet together and talk about their pursuit of God, and
their experience with God, the Holy Spirit seems to show up and draw
people closer to Christ.”

During my first week at Licensing School at the
University of Dubuque Seminary | was a sponge,
trying to pick up as much as I could in all sorts of
different areas as | prepared to serve a church as a
pastor for the first time! Of the eight classes |
completed in those two weeks, my class on Wesleyan
theology was by far the most interesting and the most impactful. Our
professor was explaining the origins of the Methodist movement and
using terms like societies, classes, and bands. I could tell you what they
were, but their real significance in the life of a Christian was still
uncertain to me.

In my 12 years as a pastor and especially during my time participating in
the Institute of Congregational Development | learned the importance of
discipleship and helping individuals grow as disciples. | have learned
about the importance of the class meeting, a critical component of the
Methodist movement that took place in both England and the United
States.

The purpose of a class meeting is to help us to grow in our
relationship with God. By sharing about our journey with God with
others, we all grow stronger in that relationship.

The Class Meeting, written by Kevin Watson, is one of the most
impactful books that | have read in my time as a pastor. Not only does it




offer a clear and concise history of class meetings and why they were so
important to the Methodist movement, but it also gives you a clear
blueprint for how to implement class meetings in your church. | was so
moved by the book that I recruited recent participants in a spiritual gifts
class to experiment with the book by studying it together and forming a
class meeting in the structure of what it described in it. Our “Wesley
Fellowship Group” have been meeting for five months and the
experience has been transformative!

We talk a lot about how we might grow our church and bring in new
members. There are concerns about attendance and participation within
the church not returning to pre-COVID-19 numbers. How might we
revitalize our church and our community? This is how we do it!

I am convinced of it! | feel led by the Holy Spirit to share this book
with you all so that we might have a small group/class meeting ministry
in our church, not just for those who are church members, but for all
who want to grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ.

I have copies of The Class Meeting available at no cost to you so that
you can start reading right now! I will bring copies to church leading up
to and throughout the series. There are plenty of copies available so
don’t worry about me running out! I would also be willing to deliver a
copy to your home. ©

Here is breakdown for what we will be covering each week during the
series:

e January 16" — “Living in Christ” (review of Chapter 1 - The
New (OId) Kind of Small Group)

e January 23— “Keeping People Connected” (review of
Chapter 2 - The Class Meeting: The Heart of the Methodist
Revival)

e January 30""— “From Orthodoxy to Orthopraxy” (review of
Chapter 3 - Moving Into God’s House: The Theological
Foundation of the Class Meeting)

e February 6" — “Regaining What Was Lost” (review of
Chapter 4 — Becoming Wesleyan Again)

continued




e February 13" — “How Would This Work? [Part 1]” (review
of Chapter 5 — The Basics: From Start to Finish & Chapter 6
— The Role of the Class Leader)

e February 20" — “How Would This Work? [Part 2]” (review
of Chapter 7 — What Could Possibly Go Wrong? & Chapter 8
— The Keys to a Life-Changing Group)

I am so very excited to begin this series with you. What a wonderful
way to begin our church lives together in 2022!

~ Pastor Jim

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS

There is no scheduled meeting for our unit of United
Methodist Women this month.

Our first meeting of the new year is scheduled for Thursday,
February 3 at 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall.

Please join us!! If you have questions about UMW please
contact Charlene Mingst or Martha Boyer or just come and
visit our meeting.




Finaneial Repoxt

November 2021 Expenses
4100 - GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

4106 - Advertising 6.00
4120 - Software 27.43
4151 - Bank / NSF Fees 7.62
Total 4100 - GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 41.05
4200 - PROPERTY
4201 - Church & Office Maintenance 187.27
4202 - Copier Maintenance 91.06
4215 - Insurance 746.31
4220 - Utilities - Church 520.41
4225 - Utilities - Parsonage 233.93
Total 4200 - PROPERTY 1,778.98
4300 - PROGRAM MINISTRIES
4310 - Worship 175.38
4317 - Organ/Piano 750.00
4330 - Fund Raising Expenses 30.00
Total 4300 - PROGRAM MINISTRIES 955.38
4400 - PERSONNEL
4401 - Pastor Salary 3,808.00
4404 - Cell phone/internet 243.81
4405 - Travel 58.24
4419 - Multi-Media Coordinators 140.00
4420 - Admin. Assist. 877.63
4425 - Custodial Salary 484.50
4432 - Accompanist Salaries 150.00
4440 - Choir Accompanist Salary 50.00
4445 - Employer Social Security 130.22
4450 - Pastor Health Ins. Church Share 1,383.00
4455 - Pastors Pension Church Share 773.77
Total 4400 - PERSONNEL 8,099.17
4500 - WI CONFERENCE APPORTIONMENTS 1,681.00

Total Expense 12,555.58



November

Tithing $17,045 83%
Building Use $85 0%
Other $3,471 17%
Total $20,601
November Income = $20,601
Other
17%
Building Use
0%

Personnel $8,099 65%
Service &
Outreach $2,636 21%
Property $1,779 14%
General s41 0%
Total Expenses $12,556

November Expenses = $12,556
General
Property 1%

21%

Service &
Outreach

13%
Personnel

65%




Y1D

Tithing $123,166 87%
Fundraisers $8,327 6%
Building Use $185 0%
Other $10,181 7%
$141,859

YTD Income = $141,859

her

Building Use Ot%
0%

Fundraisers
6%

Personnel $92,508 62%
Service and

Outreach $23,682 16%
Property $25,098 17%
General $3,222 3%
Total Expenses $144,509

Year to Date Expenses = $144,509

General
Property 3%

17%

Service and
Outreach
16%

Personnel
62%




CHOIR NOTES

The choir will rehearse on Wednesday, January 5" at
7:00PM in the music room. We are scheduled to sing on
Sunday, January 16. We will rehearse at 8:15AM before
the service.

We welcome new and/or returning members at any time.

Dear Dodgeville United Methodist
Women,

Thank you for the lovely

Note and kind gift. I’'m so honored
That you are still thinking of me after
All these years of school!

I’'m enjoying my 3 year of my PhD

program in School Psychology at UW Madison. This year | get
to take classes, do research, and work in an elementary school.
| love it!

Thinking of you this holiday season!

Eliza Godfrey
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Church ily News

Giving/Attendance Stats

DECEMBER
Week Attendance Offering
1 50 $3,957
2 50 $2,871
3 39 $3,261
Christmas Eve n/a n/a
4 n/a n/a

Please Pray for:

Lois Dobson, Mary Lou Oxnem,
Jack Meixelsperger, Marian Jewell,
Pam Fingerson, Edna Dunham, Jeff
& Jackie Dux, Rom Pegram, lvy
Wilson, Marilyn Liddle, Julie
Colden, Keith Ray, Mary Ellen
Schulize , Allison

January Anniversary

JANUARY

4 - Lois Dobson

4 — Melissa Mulder
4 - Charlene Mingst
4 - Lois Wieland

9 - Bobbi Butteris
10 - Steve Colden
12 - Dacotah Starr
19 — Edith Hunter
21 — Zach Tolzman
22 - Penny Edwards
25 - Julie Udelhoven
28 - Judy Strutt




JANUARY
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