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February 2022: Lent Preview

I have gotten a lot of positive feedback about the sermon series that | am
doing about Kevin Watson’s The Class Meeting book. I continue to be in
prayer about our congregational families expanding our class meeting
practice. As we move into February, my focus will be on how we
actually implement it this!

| realize that the season of Lent does not start in early March. | am just so
excited about the wonderful opportunities that are coming up during Lent
this year that | want to preview them now so you have time to get them
into your calendars.

Worship Services

“[Y]ou are dust, and to dust you shall return." — Genesis 3:19

“So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought
to wash one another’s feet. ” — John 13:14

Our special services that mark the beginning and end of the Lenten
season and will be taking place in the Owens Memorial Chapel at
Dodgeville UMC:

e We will begin the season of Lent with an Ash Wednesday
service on March 2" at 6:30PM. As a part of ,»
the service, folks will have the option of having
ashes put on their foreheads.

e We will be having a Maundy Thursday service
on April 14™ at 6:30PM. Communion will be
served and we will incorporate foot washing in some way during
the service.

e We will be having a Good Friday service on April 15% at
6:30PM. We will hear the story of Christ’s Passion from the
Gospel of John.




In the past, we have had ecumenical services combined with Plymouth
Congregational United Church of Christ. Pastor Joylynn and | are
planning on re-committing to those services in a post-COVID
environment. In the meantime, | am looking forward to a smaller, more
intimate gathering for these services this year.

Lenten Sermon Series

I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be
frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever
you go." — Joshua 1:9

During the Sundays of Lent, | will be sharing a sermon series based on
the book Courage: Jesus and the Call to Brave Faith.

“Courage is the foundational virtue required for the Christian [ v

life. Pastor and author Tom Berlin challenges us to unlock the [:|]|_||:|A[;E
courage that we already possess as Jesus followers. By
examining the life of Christ, we will begin to understand what |5
true courage is and how God works in the lives of Jesus
followers as the exhibit a brave faith. Once we have eyes to 2
see what Jesus is showing us, once we have ears to hear, we can begin
to find the remarkable life Jesus offers us.”
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I am looking forward to going on a courageous journey with you in
March and April!

Book Study

“Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor
and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your
God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your
male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your
towns.” — Exodus 20:8-10

We will be having a book study on Wednesday evenings during Lent
based on the book Take the Day Off. In a culture that seems to reinforce
the needs to be consistently working and pushing us to achieve, we can

fail to schedule the necessary time for us to rest and recharge.
continued



I have made my way through almost half the book and have
found it to be very affirming in my pursuit of taking a i
Sabbath Day on Fridays and making sure that it is a day of
rest and recharge for my ministry and my life. The need for
Sabbath is not just for pastors, it is for everyone!

A sign-up for the book study is available in the narthex. We Wlllmeet
on Wednesday evenings at 6:30PM starting on March 9t

Tithe Challenge—A Lenten Discipline for 2022
At Dodgeville United Methodist

Church, perspective new members 'TITH E
take a class called 4 Disciple’s CHALLENGE
Path. Members of Dodgeville
UMC pledge to support the church through their prayers, presence,
gifts, service, and witness. As we unpack each of these together, the
gifts aspect includes a conversation about supporting the church
financially.

In one of the reflections, they offer some detail about the tithe. It says:
“Let’s consider a simple explanation of the Old Testament practice of
tithing. Review the following passages:

1. Numbers 18:21: The people paid a general tithe to the
Levites.

2. Numbers 18:25-31: The Levites paid a portion of the
general tithe to the priests.

3. Deuteronomy 14:22-27: The people kept a tithe to pay for
their annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem.

4. Deuteronomy 14:28-29: The people paid a tithe for the
poor, the orphans, and the widows.

This practice has become a part of our Christian tradition, and we are
encouraged to also strive to give a tithe, or 10%, of our yearly income
to the church. Again in A4 Disciple’s Path they write, “Jesus stressed
that giving was about the condition of the heart. It was about giving
from desire and not from the legalistic requirement of the law.” So,
while the New Testament does not specific require a tithe, it is an
excellent spiritual discipline and goal to shoot for. But, it is not an
easy thing to do! continued



Making a year-long commitment to tithe when you haven’t before
can be a big leap. So, the Stewardship Grant Committee is offering a
challenge to the Dodgeville United Methodist Church community.
Make a commitment to tithing during the season of Lent: March
2"d to April 17", That’s about a month and a half. Lent is meant to
be a time of spiritual preparation for Easter. This is an opportunity to
implement a spiritual discipline of increased giving.

Please prayerfully consider joining us in this tithing challenging
starting March! Give 10% of your income during that time period,
and if that’s not possible, consider increasing your giving during that
time. I’ll be sharing more about this challenge in the March
newsletter.

~ Pastor Jim

SAVE THE DATE:

50" Anniversary Celebration of Our Church Building
May 22", 2022 at 9:00AM (Pancake Breakfast & Program to follow)

On May 28, 1972, Dodgeville United
Methodist Church held a consecration
service celebrating the completion of a new
church building! Now 50 years later we
will be celebrating the years of ministry
that have taken place within. We will have
a special service at 9:00AM with a

breakfast and program to follow. Joining us
for worship and fellowship will be Wisconsin Annual Conference
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, South West District Superintendent Scott
Carlson, previous pastor Rev. Jean Bartlett, among others. Please
spread the word so that this can be a very special time of reunion and
celebration!



CHOIR NOTES

Because of the present COVID situation and other
factors, the Cholr is “on hold” for the month of
February. We are hoping that we can restart in thme
for Lent. With this in mind, we will schedule a
rehearsal on Wednesday, February 23" at #:00PM.
Please join us, we welcome new and/or returning
menbers at any thme,

January Attendance/Giving
Date In Person Facebook Vimeo Offering
1/2/22 35 15 11 $1,097
1/9/22 38 78 13 $4,126
1/16/22 38 55 10 $1,572
1/23/22 27 16 12 $1,237
1/30/22 n/a n/a n/a n/a
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The officers of the United Methodist Women will meet on
Thursday, February 3" at 6:30PM in Fellowship Hall for a 2022
Planning Meeting. However, even though we are designating this
as an officer's meeting we welcome other members who would
like to attend—everyone’s opinion matters. In the interest of
everyone’s health we will wear masks and sit socially distanced.

i Please pray:

Lois Dobson, Mary Lou Oxnem, Jack Meixelsperger,

i Marian Jewell, Pam Fingerson, Edna Dunham, Jeff &

i Jackie Dux, Rom Pegram, vy Wilson, Marilyn Liddle, Julie
Colden, Keith Ray, Mary Ellen Schultze , Allison

....................................................................................................
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Drive Through Breakfast Fundraiser
Feb 6, 8-11 in South parking lot
Menu: pancakes, eggs, sausage, applesauce,
cheese, cinnamon roll, white milk
$10 takeout only. For delivery call 341-7303.
1




3:08 PM Dodgeville United Methodist Church General Fund

01/118/22
Cash Basis

Profit & Loss
December 2021

Ordinary Income/Expense

Income

3100 -
3110 -
3231
3240
3250 -
3255 -
3400 -

BUDGET-TITHE INCOME
LOOSE PLATE
BUILDING USE
APPORTIONMENTS
Liturature Sales
REIMBURSEMENTS
INTEREST INCOME

Total Income

Expense
4100 -

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

4101 - OFFICE SUPPLIES
4120 - SOFTWARE
4151 - Bank / NSF Fees

Total 4100 - GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

4200 -

PROPERTY

4201 - CHURCH & OFFICE MAINTENANCE
4202- COPIER MAINTENANCE

4210 - CUSTODIAL SUPPLIES

4215 - INSURANCE

4220 - UTILITIES-CHURCH

4225 - UTILITIES -PARSONAGE

Total 4200 - PROPERTY

4400 -

PERSONNEL

4401 - Pastor Salary

4404 - Cell phonelinternet

4405 - Travel

4410 - Professional Expenses

4419 - Multi-Media Coordinators

4420 - Admin. Assist.

4425 - Custodial Salary

4427 - Lawn Mowing

4432 - Accompanist Salaries

4440 - Choir Accompanist Salary
4445 - Employer Social Security

4450 - Pastor Health Ins. Church Share
4455 - Pastors Pension Church Share

Total 4400 - PERSONNEL

4500 - WI CONFERENCE APPORTIONMENTS
4501 - Circuit & Local
4502 - Local Cong. Direct
4503 - Clergy & Lay Ldrshp
4504 - Connectional Ministries
4505 - Conf. Support Min.

Total 4500 - WI CONFERENCE APPORTIONMENTS

Total Expense

Net Ordinary Income

Net Income

Dec 21

13,228.00
107.00
285.00

30.00
1.25
1,568.91
27.86

15,248.02

58.57
12.66

78.88

150.11

237.63
125.10
109.97
746.31
1,315.07

239.61

2,773.69

3,808.00
243.81
73.53
19.62
175.00
1,062.00
555.75
25.00
225.00
75.00
160.09
1,383.00

773.77

8,679.57

469.00
444.00
158.00
499.00
111.00

1,681.00

2,063.65

2,063.65



An Attitude of Gratitude Makes a Big Impact

Most of the time it seems as if making a positive change in your life
takes a lot of discipline, time, and effort. This makes sense. If quick
and easy fixes really led to things like better physical and mental
health, financial wealth, and problem-free relationships — we’d all be
rich, deliriously happy, and well-adjusted. We do know that life isn’t
that easy or simple.

But, what if one word was able to improve both your physical and
mental health, give you more and better friends, and help you
accomplish more? Such a word does exist. It is GRATITUDE.

A 2014 article from Forbes outlines seven benefits of showing
gratitude:

1. Gratitude opens the door to more relationships. When we say thank
you or express appreciation to someone we’ve just met, the person we
thank is more likely to seek an ongoing relationship.

2. People who express gratitude experience fewer aches and pains
and they report feeling healthier than people who do not express
gratitude.

3. Gratitude improves psychological health. Research confirms that
gratitude effectively increases happiness and reduces depression

4. Gratitude reduces aggression and increases both sensitivity and
empathy.

5. Grateful people sleep better.

6. Gratitude increases a person’s self-esteem and reduces resentment
toward people who are perceived as having more.

7. Gratitude increases mental strength. Studies indicate that people
who are grateful respond to trauma and tragedy with greater resilience
and strength. Recognizing all you have to be thankful for — even
during the worst times of your life — fosters resilience.

How can you nurture an attitude of gratitude? « Consider creating a
gratitude journal, taking time each day to write out what you are
grateful for. « Surround yourself with “gratitude cues,” which are notes
or visual reminders of what you must be grateful for, set in places
where you will see them throughout the day. * During your daily prayer
time, be sure to include time to give thanks. « Begin practicing
mindfulness. Mindfulness and gratitude are connected. Yes, we may
find that being grateful is neither easy nor simple, especially during
difficult times. But | believe its impact on our lives is well worth the
effort.

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
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December
Tithing $13,228 87%
Building Use $285 2%
Other $1,735 11%
Total $15,248
December Income = $15,248
Other
11%
Building Use
2%
Personnel $8,580 65%
Service &
Outreach $1,681 13%
Property $2,774 21%
General $150 1%
Total Expenses $13,184

December Expenses = $13,184

General

Property 1%
()

21%

Service &
Outreach

13% Personnel
(]

65%




IEelnort

Tithing $136,394 87%
Fundraisers $8,327 5%
Building Use $470 0%
Other $11,917 7%
$157,108

YTD Income = $157,108
Other

Building Use %
0%
Fundraisers
5%

Personnel $101,088 62%

Service and

Outreach $26,427 16%

Property $27,872 17%

General $3,372 3%

Total Expenses $157,693

Year to Date Expenses = $157,693
General
Property 3%

17%

Service and
Outreach Personnel
16% 62%




pueg asleid ABbod Japuexaly Apues 3 aAdlg Bbad woy
Auuig umeq Japuexaly Apues B aAv)g umeq ejuenp
Ble) wip Iopuexaly Apues ¥ anv)g elne woy
Auuig fuia] lapuexaly Apues ¥ aAvlg fus) e)uenp
pueg asleld I 158104 ABBad 9 diyn | eyue|y woy
Auuig wip 1581104 ABbad % diy) uer ejluenp
11%) ABbay 1581104 ABbad 9 diyn ABboq woJ
Auuig umeq 1581104 ABBad % diyn umeq ejuenp
usp|og MS
pueg asleld wip ‘UBLIIYISY [ BIne woJ
)siuedwody JUsWop pliyo SEIEET) 1s1Banyi eIpa

uolunwwo?

Lt

¢c-0c€

et

c9t

44X a4

4444

441X

0c9¢

eC0e-1

aLvd

H23M

SINVAY3S AVANNS ¢c0c




ssejD
uojieuwyuod Wd 00:L
dnoug diysmojja4
[0INBS Kelsam Wd 0€:S
Kepsaupap Usy INd 0€:9 Bunaspy 201M8G diysiop aoel) Aemabply Wd 0€:9
bunesiy H leay Ajunwwod | 1 Q| 801dsoH @ 81D dWoH 2o1n9s diysiop DINN 2lInebpoa WY 00:6
- SIIN 119M%204 Nd 00:2 Bunesy MINN d 0€:9| spusliy Buipaay Wd 00:§ IH pueidn WY 00:8 JONVHO 3S001
S 14 € 4 1 8¢ LT
lesieayay 41o4yd Wd 00:L Sse|Q
leay Ajunwwo) uoneuwluo) Wd 00:2 901n98 diysiopy aoels) Aemabpry Wd 0€:9
spuali Buipasd Wd 00:S dnolg diysmojja4 sin0og Aog Wd 00:1
aulpea( JopdISMON Keisop Id 0€:§ neaing wued Wd 0g:2|  @aas diysiopm NN dlieBpod NV 00:6
92 14 144 €C [44 124 0z
sse|n
uonew.yuod Wd 00:2
aapiwwo) buuaslg dnoug diysmojja4
spuali4 Buipaed Wd 0€:9 Kaisapn INd 0€:S
Bunespyy Bunsspy
29)IWWOY S[eLows lea|y Anunwwio) | 1| @21dsoH % 91eD swoH 8o1M8g diysiop a0e1) Aemebpry Wd 0€:9
2 SIIIM INd 0€:1| Spusiiy Buipaad Nd 00§ IH pueldn WY 00:8 soiuieg diysiom OWN 3liiAeBpod WY 00:6
6l 8L L 9L Sl 143 143
sse|) 201Ma8 diysiop eoelo Aemebply INd 0£:9
uoneulyuo) Wd 00:2 so1nag diysiom DN ilnebpod WY 00:6
J1UN0Y Y2y Wd 00:2 |eapy Anunwwo) dnoig diysmojje jsepjeaig iyl aAuQa WY 00:8
Bunes|y soueuld Wd 00:9| Spusu Buipssy Wd 00:S KaIsaM Wd 0€:G| Bunesyy a91snil Nd 0€:9 uojunWwoy
[43 113 0L 6 8 L 9
dnoug diysmojie4
Keisom Wd 0€:S
Bunespy
Bunesyy H ey Ayunwiwo) | | gl 291dsoH % 818D SWoH so1nag diysiop, 9. Aemebpry Wd 0€:9
b SIIIN IBM420Y INd 00:2 Bunoapy MINN N 0€:9| spuali] Bulpasd Wd 00:S IH puejdn WY 00:8 2a1mag diysiopy NN lInebpod WY 00:6
S 14 € 4 I 0¢

Repid

Aepsinyj

Aepsaupap

Aepsan}

220T AdvNyg3d




FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

1 - Ron Symons

2 - Bonnie Oxnem

3 — David LaBelle

9 — Tom Harman

10 - Jeff Starr

13 - Mary Jean Thomas
19 - Dee Dochnahl

27 - Don Smith

28 - Carol Thomas




THAT YOU MAY BE FILLED [Eph 3:14-19]
| bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,
that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory,

to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner
man,

that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
that you, being rooted and grounded in love,

may be able to comprehend with all the saints

what is the width

what is the length

what is the depth and height—

to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge;

that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

BRIDGE:

that you may be filled with all the fullness (4x)

that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
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