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April 2022: Celebrating New
Beginnings for Grace UMC

We will celebrate Easter on April 17™! Our service at Grace (Ridgeway)
UMC will be at 7:00AM and at Dodgeville UMC it will be at 9:00AM.

On this particular Easter Sunday I will be preparing and sharing two very
different messages for the congregations of Grace and Dodgeville. At
both services we will be celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and
we will join together around the Communion table. Yet, there is
something about Ridgeway’s service that will be very different.

Over the last few years, the church council has been
contemplating its options about how to respond to its |
growing financial concerns along with a church
building that has several maintenance issues that it
cannot financially handle. At a November 9th, 2021
church conference meeting led by District Superintendent Scott Carlson,
the church voted to move forward with the selling the church building so
we might be able to use the proceeds to continue being a church
presence in the Ridgeway community. We placed the church building for
sale on Monday, March 7th through FirstWeber Real Estate. We
accepted a generous offer on the building with the sale to be finalized on
April 20",

The decision to sell our church building was a decision made only after
significant prayer, discernment, and conversation as a church family
over the last several years. | am certainly saddened by the need to move
on from this church building. I can remember being very impressed with
Grace’s church building when I first arrived in July of 2015. I also know
that Scott Carlson our District Superintendent found the sanctuary to be



absolutely beautiful. He joined us for my first Christmas Eve service.
The acoustics in the sanctuary are so wonderful you don’t need to use
a microphone to fill that space with sound. Having the children from
the elementary school sing for us at Christmas in the sanctuary is
beautiful.

| fondly remember funeral lunches in the basement fellowship hall,
along with many monthly United Methodist Women meetings. | also
have heard that the fellowship hall was not originally a fellowship
hall. It was a gym! The steps went down to an athletic court. The
original plan was that the church building was built not just for the
church itself, but for the community. For almost 100 years, the Grace
UMC church building in Ridgeway has fulfilled that purpose.

The time, however, has come to move on from this church building
so rich in history. At our Easter service at 7:00AM we will also have
a service of decommissioning for the church. We will honor our
history in the building, but will also celebrate a new beginning for
this congregation.

We will begin our worship services at the Ridgeway Community
Center starting on Sunday, May 1st at 6:30PM. | have a pre-planned
vacation that includes April 24th, so we can use those two weeks in
between to prepare for this new expression of our church in the
Ridgeway community. Please spread the word about a new worship
experience that will take place at the Community Center starting in
May!

~ Pastor Jim

\ Attendance/Giving

Date In Facebook | Vimeo | Average Offering
Person Attend
2127 47 20 12 87 $1,012
3/6 57 36 7 87 $2,010
3/13 33 27 22 87 $4,702
3/20 52 n/a n/a n/a $1,074
3/27 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a




Holy Week Services

e Palm/Passion Sunday, April 10" — This service will take

place at our normal Sunday HOLY WEEK

worship times at both

churches. Instead of a sermon, Y 7
Pastor Jim will be reading the ‘lg @ }
Passion Story from the Gospel _

of Luke.
e Maundy Thursday Service—This service will be on April 14t
at Dodgeville UMC at 6:30PM in the chapel. We will celebrate
Holy Communion together as we remember the Last Supper.
e Good Friday Service--This service will be on April 15% at
Dodgeville UMC at 6:30PM in the chapel. We will hear a
reading of the Passion story from the Gospel of John.

A Celebration of Confirmation at Easter

At our 9:00AM Easter service at Dodgeville United Methodist Church
we will be celebrating confirmation as a
part of our service. Easter Sunday is a
wonderful time to celebrate confirmation
because in the early church, it was on
Easter Sunday that prospective members
were baptized fully irr11to the life of the .
church. On April 17" we will celebrate the C@I,\,g *}L
confirmation of both Johnathan Butteris /Vma /014
and Jase Mulder. They have been working
through the “A Disciple’s Path” materials, learning more about
Methodism and more about what it means to support the church and
live out their faith through their prayers, presence, gifts, service, and
witness. This is our first confirmation class in a few years because of
COVID-19 so | am very excited to have this celebration together. |
hope you are able to join us!

~ Pastor Jim




50" Anniversary Celebration of Our Church
Building
May 22", 2022 at 9:00AM (Pancake Breakfast to follow)

On May 28, 1972, Dodgeville United Methodist Church held a
consecration service celebrating the

completion of a new church building!
Now 50 years later we will be celebrating
the years of ministry that have taken place
within. We will have a special service at
9:00AM with a pancake breakfast to
follow.

Joining us for worship and fellowship will

be Wisconsin Annual Conference Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, South
West District Superintendent Scott Carlson, previous pastor Rev.
Jean Bartlett, and video contributions from Rev. Rom Pegram and
Rev. Billy Bross. During the service we will take time to recognize
milestones in the history of all the ministry that has taken place
within our building. There will be pictures displayed on the video
screen before and after the service, and there will be a display of
other photograph in the narthex.

Please spread the word so that this can be a very special time of
reunion and celebration!

CHOIR NOTES
The chair is scheduled to sing on both Palm Sunday , [, B |
— April 10, 2022 and Easter Sunday — April 17, ¢ 2
2022. We will rehearse at 8:00AM on both of those H
Sundays—yplease note the earlier rehearsal time.
We welcome new and/or returning singers at any time.

Looking ahead to May — We would like to have a special choir
for the Sunday, May 22, 2022 50th Anniversary Celebration!!
Please put this event on your calendar and plan to rehearse at
8:00AM on that Sunday. We invite any former choir members to
join us—if you know of former singers who are not in the area,
give them a call!!




UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

United Methodist Women is now known as United Women in
Faith!! Yes, beginning this year, United Methodist Women will
call ourselves United Women in Faith—although United
Methodist Women will continue to be the legal name for the time
being. In fact, the two names will probably be interchangeable for
a while. Although we have a new name our mission remains the
same. Leaders from the United Methodist Women Program
Advisory Group and the United Methodist Women board of
directors have created a new mission statement for our
organization: United Women in Faith seeks to connect and
nurture women through Christian spiritual formation, leadership
development, creative fellowship, and education so that they can
inspire, influence and impact local and global communities. To
learn more go to our new website: uwfaith.org.

United Women in Faith will meet on Thursday, April 7 at 6:30PM
in Fellowship Hall. (There is no officer's meeting preceding.)
Denise Tolzman will lead the program “One with Each Other,
One with the World”. We will continue to plan for the
Rummage/Bake Sale. Please stop in Fellowship Hall to sign up
for a shift or two. Look for more information about the sale on
another page of this newsletter. We appreciate everyone’s help
with the sale and all those who donate baked items for the Bake
Sale.

WILLS AND MEMORIALS COMMITTEE MEETING

The Wills and Memorials Committee will
meet in the Library on Thursday, April 21 O ?‘j O

at 1:30PM. | | ¢\"'*

Members please email Charlene Mingst
at jcmingst@mbhtc.net with any items you
would like to have on the agenda.



mailto:jcmingst@mhtc.net

SPRING RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE

The annual United Methodist Women'’s Spring Rummage/Bake
Sale is scheduled for Friday, April 22 and Saturday, April 23,
2022. The hours for the sale are: 8:00AM — 5:00pm on Friday
and 8:00AM-12:00PM on Saturday. The Bake Sale is to be
held on Saturday morning only. The “Bag Sale” will be between
the hours of 10:00AM-12:00PM on Saturday.

The set-up dates are Tuesday-Thursday, g/
April 19-21. Items for the rummage sale
can be brought in from 9:00AM-4:00PM
on those dates. Because storage space gy i
is very limited—if at all possible please M. e R
wait to bring your items on the planned e ""%& Al
days. PLEASE DO NOT BRING: TVs, computers,
dehumidifiers, home-recorded VCR tapes or DVDs, stained or
torn clothing, or inappropriate books, DVDs, or magazines.
Yes, we are accepting donations of clean clothing (seasonally
appropriate) for this sale.

Bake Sale items should be priced and can be brought in on
Friday or early Saturday. If you like to bake please consider
donating items for the bake sale.

We will need many workers to help set-up and to work during
the sale. Sign-up sheets will be available in Fellowship Hall
starting on or about Sunday, March 27. Please sign up for a
shift or two or call Charlene Mingst at 608-935-5758. (If you
have a question about an item that you would like to donate
please call that same number.) This annual fund-raiser helps
the United Women in Faith (United Methodist Women) meet
our goals of mission on the local, state, national, and
international levels, including supporting the general budget of
our church.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO WILL WORK AND ALSO TO
EVERYONE WHO DONATES ITEMS.




financial Report

February Income = $10,245

Other
12%

Fundraisers
10%

February

Tithing $8,033 78%
Fundraisers $1,000 10%
Other $1,212 12%
Total $10,245

February Expenses = $13,494
Property Ge:;’ral

24%

Service & Personnel
Outreach 61%
16%

Personnel 8208.76 61%
Service &

Outreach $1,944 16%
Property $3,267 24%
General $75 1%

Total Expenses $13,494



YTD Income = $23,567

Other
Building Use _6%
0%
Fundraisers
4%

YTD
Tithing $21,160 90%
Fundraisers $1,000 4%
Building Use $25 0%

Other $1,407 6%

$23,567

Year to Date Expenses = $27,372

General

Property 3%
(1]

19%

Personnel

Service and 62%

Outreach
16%

Personnel $16,861 62%
Service and

Outreach $4,123 16%
Property $5,961 19%
General $429 3%

Total Expenses $27,372




Inviting Others to be a Part

“Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find;
knock, and the door will be opened.” ~ Matthew 7:7

In his book Creating Generous Congregations, David Heetland
tells a story about an 8-year-old girl who often gave more than a
tithe from her nickel and dime allowance. She once gave her
grandmother 38 cents in small coins “for missions.” Her
grandmother then asked her, “Do you want this to go for
homeless people, hospitals in Africa, or buying fish to stock
ponds to feed the hungry?”

Her granddaughter replied, “Just a minute,” and returned shortly
with 29 cents more, making a total of 67 cents to be divided

three ways. She found each mission so important that her initial
gift was instantly almost doubled so she could support all three.

Too often, we worry that when we ask someone to support a
ministry with either their time or their money, the request will be
taken as pushy (at best) or offensive (at worst). And there are
certainly people who would take it that way.

On the other hand, | believe that not inviting people to support a
ministry I’'m excited about excludes them from being a part of
something that may be transformational for them, and the
people touched by the ministry.

Finally, there are many people who are just waiting to be asked
to be a part of something bigger than them. They may not be
the first to raise their hands when a general invitation goes out
but would love to be personally invited to be a part of what God
is doing through the church.

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation



CAMPERSHIPS AVAILABLE
FOR CHURCH CAMPS OR
MISSION TRIP

Both the Wills and Memorials Committee and
United Women in Faith (UMW) have available
funds to help with the cost of church camp or
a summer mission trip. Please see or call
Charlene Mingst, Chair of the Wills and
Memorials committee (phone # 608-935-
5758) or Robin Digman at 608-341-8315,
Treasurer of UWF for more information.
Please leave a message if your call isn’t
answered.

hddldbdrdbdbdbdbdbdbdbhdddrobd b rdx

LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE
April-June Loose Change for Change is qf " (‘jﬁ m\
designated to the Opportunity House — a ‘ E’
place to assist those released from prison.
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Dear Church Family,

Just a quick note to keep everyone updated on how we
are doing financially so farin 2022. As of March 23, income
for the yearis $29,748 and expenses are $33,353. This gives
us a deficit of $3,605.

This is not terribly concerning because traditionally, our
income is down the first three months of the year, and our
expenses tend to be up due to winter heating costs. But we
need to work together to make sure that we don’t contfinue
to get behind.

During this Lenten season and as we approach Easter, if we
all could find it in our hearts and budget to give a few extra
dollars a week, we may be able to close the deficit.

We really appreciate everyone's generosity and sacrifices
as we work through these unprecedented times. We pray
that our church and the world will soon be back to normal.

DUMC Finance Committee
Debbie Short, Chairman

PLEASE PRAY:

Lois Dobson, Mary Lou Oxnem, Marian Jewell, Pam
Fingerson, Edna Dunham, Jeff & Jackie Dux, Rom Pegram,
vy Wilson, Marilyn Liddle, Keith Ray, Mary Ellen Schultze,
Allison, Zach Hickman




COMING SOON!

Rummage Sale

*workers needed all days:*
[Sign-up sheet in fellowship hall]

Friday, April 22" 8AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday, April 23" 8AM-12:00PM

(Bake Sale on Saturday)

ARXEXEXXKXKAXARXARAKRKRARAARAKR)RKX

Items may be brought to the
church:
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Tuesday, April 19™,
Wednesday, April 20™, or

Thursday, April 215

Baked goods may be brought on
Friday or by
7:45 AM Saturday




APRIL BIRTHDAYS

4 — Owen Beerkircher

5 - Kevin Kirschbaum

8 - Amber Price

9 - Chip Forrest

16 — Rose Hickman

17 — Ben Berryman

18 - Peggy Forrest

22 - John Houck

22 - Mike Weber

24 - Marilyn Liddle

25 - Jan Kirschbaum

27 — Brittany Gevelinger
27 - Mary Ellen Schultze
27 - Scott Tolzman

APRIL
VWV

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

8 - Ron & Julie Symons
11 - Doug & Robin Digman
11 - Jeff & Jackie Dux

16 - Rich & Judy Strutt



