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March 2022: Courage

I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do
not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is
with you wherever you go." — Joshua 1:9

During the Sundays of Lent (and one Sunday before
Lent ©), | will be sharing a sermon series based on the :

book Courage: Jesus and the Call to Brave Faith. |

actually found this book while searching for something [:I]UHAGE
to offer as a study on Wednesday evenings throughout SShavE FAITH
Lent. The “Take the Day Off”” book definitely felt like
the best candidate for a book study (still time to sign-up
if you're interested!). | purchased a copy of Courage
anyway because | thought it would be an interesting

read.
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It was not just interesting, it was convicting. As | write this article for
the newsletter I am halfway through the book, and each of the first
three chapters has put me in the position of doing some serious
reflecting on where | need to demonstrate more courage when it comes
to living out my Christian faith.

In the first chapter The Clarity of Courage he stresses that when we are
able to spend time with God and feel the Holy Spirit work within in us,
we can find our true purpose. When we are aware of our true purpose,
then we can face the adversity that might come ahead with courage. We
have clarity as to our purpose and the courage to move forward. |
needed to hear that message! | certainly have my congregations in mind
when | am writing my sermons, but writing a sermon about this
particular chapter reminded me that | need to have more courage to
fulfill the purpose that | am discerning from the Holy Spirit when it
coTes to my work as a pastor. Learn more about this Sunday, February
27"



In his second chapter The Conviction of Courage | also felt
something of a spiritual “butt-kicking”. He writes about a righteous
anger, called by some a holy discontent, which can come up in our
lives. We tend to shy aware from anger, but under these
circumstances it is an anger that we need to embrace but it is
motivating us to change the world around us for the better. In
additions to reflecting on anger, he also writes about how a sense of
longing and a sense of urgency can steer of us toward more
courageous actions. | will be sharing some stories in each of these
areas that can help us on March 6",

As of the printing of this newsletter, | am reading chapter three, The
Candor of Courage. I think this chapter should be mandatory reading
for all pastors and churches. Berlin offers a very clear blueprint for
how to have candid conversations, especially in those circumstances
in which there is a difference of opinion around a topic. As a church
pastor | have had my share of conversations that others have thought
were courageous and candid, but in the end were mean-spirited and
cruel. I have also been in the position in which | have sought to be
candid, but end up being unkind. I have also shied away from
opportunities where a candid conversation could have promoted
healing, but instead | ignored it because it felt safer to go that route.
We will be talking about a roadmap to candid conversations together
on March 13™

In the remaining Sundays of Lent we will look at the other three
chapters:

e March 20" — “The Hope of Courage”

e March 27" — “The Fortitude of Courage”

e April 39— “The Love of Courage”

I look forward to sharing these messages with you and | hope you
will find them helpful on our Lenten journey together. Don’t forget
to check out the articles about the Tithing challenge and our Ash
Wednesday worship service next week!

~ Pastor Jim



Tithe Challenge—A Lenten Discipline for 2022
When | was going through the
process to become a pastor in The -

United Methodist Church, | was II!A-!I-_IE-I\’IJE
concerned about what the

expectations would be for pastors as it related to their giving to the
church. I went to the pastor of First United Methodist Church in
Oshkosh at that time and asked his advice. He told me about the
advice that he received from his mentor when he was starting out in
ministry. His mentor told him to start with giving 1% of his income
his first year in ministry and to up it by 1% for each year he was in
ministry. My mentor followed his advice, and by his last year in
ministry, he was giving 37% of his income back to the church. That
sounds pretty easy to start, but I can’t imagine getting up to that high
of a percentage!

Did I follow his advice? Nope. But, | do remember when it came to
time to write out my first offering checks as a pastor at Oakfield and
Tabor (Eden) United Methodist churches, I gave 10% of my gross
income back to the churches based on the percentage of active
membership. This is a practice that | have continued in my 12+
years of ministry. | will admit that the first two checks | wrote out
were pretty painful. That was a lot of money to see go away from the
checking account, especially during a time of difficult transition. |
persisted because the tithe felt the right decision in my ministry,
especially if I were to encourage others to do it as well.

Each month, however, those checks became easier to write, because
I became more accustomed to realizing that | could adjust my
lifestyle to having less money. Like all who are a part of The United
Methodist Church, I sought to support the church through my gifts. |
was giving first to God, and then was living the remainder. My
priorities has changed.

There are some things that | am not able to do financially because
10% of my income comes back to the churches and goes out to other
charitable organizations. | similarly tithe the income that | receive
from other sources, such as reimbursements from doing weddings
and funerals. This practice has become a regular part of my financial
planning, and I don’t even think about it now.



As | wrote about last month, the tithe was an Old Testament practice
that has been adopted by many Christians. I don’t believe the tithe is
mandated by Jesus in the New Testament, but it is still a laudable
goal and symbolic of offering the first fruits of our income to God.
Please check last month’s Compass newsletter to see the origins of
the tithe from the Old Testament. It is a good practice to guide your
charitable giving and your giving to the church.

During the season of Lent this year, from March 2" through April
17", I would encourage you to make it a goal to give a tithe during
that time. Depending on how you give (weekly, monthly, yearly,
etc.), you will need to figure how to best make that adjustment. If a
tithe is not possible, I would encourage you to make a conscious
effort to increase your giving for this period. If you are not currently
giving anything at all in support of the church and its mission and
ministry, | would encourage you to start during this time.

If you have any questions, please ask!

AEAAAKRKAAAAKAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAhhhix

Ash Wednesday Worship
March 2", 2022 at 6:30PM pe

Join us in the Owens Memorial Chapel %*““"A SH WEDNESDAY
for a s_|mple service including the _ B oo B
imposition of ashes and the celebration of

Holy Communion. Let us begin the season

of Lent together in an attitude of worship.



Church ily News

March Birthdays

2 — Phil Udelhoven

7 — Rachel Dees

7 — Julia Harman

10 — Mary Aschliman
15 — Jonathon Butteris
15 — Dallas Starr

50" Anniversary Celebration of Our Church Building
May 22", 2022 at 9:00AM (Pancake Breakfast to follow)

On May 28, 1972, Dodgeville United

. X . NG
Methodist Church held a consecration service Q,%‘*“
. . <
celebrating the completion of a new church &4
building! Now 50 years later we will be ||
. e years
celebrating the years of ministry that have taken

place within. We will have a special service at
9:00AM with a pancake breakfast to follow.

Joining us for worship and fellowship will be Wisconsin Annual
Conference Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, South West District
Superintendent Scott Carlson, previous pastor Rev. Jean Bartlett, and
video contributions from Rev. Rom Pegram and Rev. Billy Bross.
During the service we will take time to recognize milestones in the
history of all the ministry that has taken place within our building.
There will be pictures displayed on the video screen before and after
the service, and there will be a display of other photograph in the
narthex.

Please spread the word so that this can be a very special time of
reunion and celebration!



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend
the following events.
The United Methodist Women will meet on Thursday, March 3",
2022 at 6:30PM in Fellowship Hall. Martha Boyer will lead the
annual Call to Prayer and Self-Denial program — Love, Justice and
Service: Answering the Call. This service highlights the lay Order of
Deaconess and Home Missioner which is administered by United
Methodist Women.

Looking ahead -- The Spring Rummage and Bake Sale is
scheduled for Friday, April 22 and Saturday, April 23, 2022.
Look for detailed information in the April DUMC newsletter.

District and Conference Events:

The annual South West District UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat is
scheduled for Saturday, April 2, 2022. At this time this event is
being planned as an in-person meeting at the Dells Delton UMC in
Wisconsin Dells. The leader is Rev. Marianne Cotter whose
message is entitled “Pondering”, based on the scripture — “But
Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.” The
day’s schedule will begin with a 9:00AM check-in and will include
coffee and a continental breakfast and lunch and should conclude at
about 2:15PM. Registration is due by March 25, 2022- the fee is
$15.00 which covers the cost of lunch.

The WI Conference UMW Mission Action Day is scheduled as a
virtual event on Saturday, April 9, 2022 from 9:00AM to Noon. The
theme is “A Time to Connect with our Wisconsin Native American
Sisters”. Everyone is invited to the event sponsored by United
Methodist Women. Some women from our unit are planning to
attend at the “Zoom Watch Party” at the Platteville United
Methodist Church starting at 8:30AM. Registration is due by April
15 —there is a suggested fee of $10.00. Please see or call Charlene
Mingst (608-935-5758) or Martha Boyer (608-574-5236) if you are
interested in attending.



FINANCIAL REPORT

January
Tithing $13,127 99%
Building Use $25 0%
Other $170 1%
Total $13,321
January Income = $13,321
Other
1%
Building Use
0%
Personnel $8,652 62%
Service &
Outreach $2,146 16%
Property $2,694 19%
General $386 3%

Total Expenses $13,878

January Expenses = $13,878

General

Property 3%
(o]

19%

Service &
Outreach
16%

Personnel
62%




February Attendance/Giving
Date In Person Facebook Vimeo Offering
2/6/22 40 16 5 $4,012
2/13/22 43 9 11 $2,350
2/20/22 38 n/a n/a $1,557
2127/22 n/a n/a n/a n/a
Please Pray:

Lois Dobson, Mary Lou Oxnem, Jack
Meixelsperger, Marian Jewell, Pam Fingerson,
Edna Dunham, Jeff & Jackie Dux, Rom Pegram,
lvy Wilson, Marilyn Liddle, Keith Ray, Mary Ellen
Schultze, Allison

CHOIR NOTES

The choir is scheduled to sing on Sunday, IJ]\
March 6™ and Sunday March 20, 2022. We

will rehearse at 8:15AM on both of those Sundays. Uiglr
Please join us — we welcome new and/or returning

singers at any time. During April, because of Lenten services
being held on Wednesday nights, we will plan to rehearse at
8:00AM on Sunday, April 3" and Easter Sunday, April 17.

Looking ahead — we would like to have a special choir for the
Sunday, May 22, 2022 50" Anniversary Celebration!! Please put
this event on your calendar and plan to rehearse at 8:00AM on that
Sunday. We invite any former choir members to join us—if you
know of former singers who are not in the area, give them a call!
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