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May 2022: Reckless Love &
Looking Forward

During the month of May (and part of June) | will be spending time
with all of you reflecting on Tom Berlin’ book Reckless Love: Jesus’
Call to Love Our Neighbor. It seemed a fitting time for this series. We
are in the midst of the season of Easter, a season of celebration as we
remember how Jesus’s resurrection changed the world. Jesus’ return
from death was done for the sake of the entire world, a loving act done
because God loved the world. As with his book Courage, | do not agree
with everything that he shares in his book, but the book is challenging
and encourages us to really dig into what it means for us to be called to
love God and especially to love one another.

Just a couple days after services at both
churches for Easter Christina and | spent a
week in Florida. The timing was perfect!
The Lenten season this year had been
particularly draining with confirmation
classes, a Lenten book study, and Holy
Week services. It was busy, but it was exciting to have our ministries
moving toward “normal.” While on vacation, | have been reflecting on
both messages and have some additional thoughts as we move forward
to the spring and summer.

Grace (Ridgeway) UMC

In a service in which we celebrated the resurrection, 25 people also
joined together in a liturgy in which we deconsecrated our church
building. It was a day of mixed emotions as we gathered for worship.
When the service was over, I could hear the stories being told of the
almost 100 year history of the building. Folks were moving around
taking pictures, and there were a lot tears shed in that moment. | had



several individuals express their memories of growing up in the church
and participating in the ministries of the church.

| am certainly saddened that we had to move away from the building, but
I do think there are opportunities that await us in our new location. The
day after Easter, | added a post on Facebook letting the community know
about our switch to the Ridgeway Community Center. What does it mean
to be the church without a building? Can we truly bring the church to the
community?

| am not sure what awaits Grace UMC and the Ridgeway community as
we transition to this new expression of church, but I am excited to see
where the Holy Spirit might be leading us as we go forward!

Dodgeville UMC

On Easter Sunday afternoon, | noticed that | was tagged on a Facebook
post that led to several photos of Johnathan Butteris tagged with his
family as they celebrated his confirmation. It was an exciting day indeed!
After going several years without a confirmation class, we were able to
welcome two new members into our church: Johnathan Butteris and Jase
Mulder. We were also able to celebrate Communion in a matter in which
we are accustomed, and they helped in serving. Looking out into a
congregation of over 80 people, it was an exciting service to be a part of.
The presence of the Holy Spirit was felt during that service! It was truly
a God moment and it felt like we were really celebrating together as a
church.

I am finishing up this article on my first day back from our trip to

Florida. I am refreshed and ready to get back into my ministry to these
two churches as we continue the Easter celebration!

~ Pastor Jim

PLEASE PRAY: Lois Dobson, Mary Lou Oxnem, Marian
Jewell, Pam Fingerson, Edna Dunham, Jeff & Jackie Dux,

Rom Pegram, Ivy Wilson, Mary Ellen Schulize, Allison, Zach
Hickman




50" Anniversary Celebration of Our Church Building
May 22", 2022 at 9:00AM (Pancake Breakfast to follow)

1 On May 28, 1972, Dodgeville United

i Methodist Church held a consecration service
i celebrating the completion of a new church

! building! Now 50 years later we will be

i celebrating the years of ministry that have

I taken place within. We will have a special

i service at 9:00AM with a pancake breakfast to
1 follow.
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i Joining us for worship and fellowship will be Wisconsin Annual

. Conference Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, South West District Superintendent
i Scott Carlson, previous pastor Rev. Jean Bartlett, and video

! contributions from Rev. Rom Pegram and Rev. Billy Bross. During the
i service we will take time to recognize milestones in the history of all

! the ministry that has taken place within our building. There will be

i pictures displayed on the video screen before and after the service, and
I there will be a display of other photograph in the narthex.

| Please spread the word so that this can be a very special time of
- reunion and celebration!

SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC

We ave looking for anvyone who- might be
interested invproviding special music duwring
worship this summer! With the choir taking a
break for the sumwumer, owr congregation
appreciates hearing specioal music thwoughout
the summer :-). Solos; duets, and other ensembles

yow think might be willing to-powticipate, that
would be great as well. To- schedule ov Sundavy,
please call the chuwrch office at 935-5451.




UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH NEWS

United Women in Faith will meet on Thursday, May
5" at 6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall. Please bring a
“snack” to share and invite a friend to attend with
youl!

CHOIR NOTES:
The choir is scheduled to sing on May 15t, 15 and the
Special Celebration Sunday on May 22. We will rehearse
at 8:00 AM in the music room on those Sundays. We
welcome new and/or returning singers at any time—
especially for the Church Celebration. Hope to see you
there!

[ MAY BIRTHDAYS

. 3 —Kay Van Epps 24 — Ron Hunter
4 — Rick Beerkircher 26 — Howard Rideout
5 — Jody Vanderloo 27 — Todd Biddick

: 11 — Rich James 28 — Eric Bower

24 — Mary Berryman Q
MAY ANNIVERSARIES > T C ‘) :

2 — Kevin & Jan Kirschbaum

28 — Jamie & Brittany Gevelinger

April Attendance/Giving

Date | In Person | Facebook | Vimeo | Average | Offering
Attend

4/3 51 22 20 89 $3,337

4/10 54 35 13 n/a $4,955

4/17 82 27 9 91 $4,219

4/24 55 n/a n/a n/a $2,219




GOOD \\
“Life is good.” You may disagree, but “Life is Good” is a registered and trademarked
expression by the “Life is Good” people for whom, life is good. The “Life is Good”
logo is a stick figure named Jake who wears a black beret, beatnik sunglasses, and
flashes a giant grin. Jake is often posed in any number of activities that bring simple
pleasures to life — hiking, surfing, flying a kite, walking the dog.

“Life is Good” started inauspiciously as brothers Bert and John Jacobs hawked
homemade novelty T-shirts in the Boston streets and door-to-door through the
college dorms. They were literally living in their van down by the river. They found
their key to success when they printed 48 shirts of Jake over the saying, “Life is
Good” for a 1994 street fair in Cambridge. The shirts sold out by noon. People were
crazy for the simple and sunny philosophy. So much so, that the sincere and
optimistic slogan has grown into an $80 million-a-year merchandise line sold by
5,000 distributors in 14 countries.

One key to the success of “Life is Good” merchandise lies in the interpretation of
those who own the products. Someone wearing the kayaking Jake shirt announces
both his hobby and the simple pleasure that makes his life good. But cancer sufferers
and survivors have also flocked to the merchandise line due to its simple, clear
worldview. “Life is Good” is the hopeful battle cry of the cancer afflicted and the
celebration song of cancer survivors.

There’s an implicit sense of truthfulness to the slogan which preserves its widespread
appeal. The Jacobses are quick to note the humility of the assertion — life isn’t
perfect or great, but it’s good. They know there’s plenty of bad in the world but find
it better to focus on what’s good. John claims that the slogan is an affirmation of the
here and now. “Don’t determine that you’re going to be happy when you get the new
car or the big promotion or when you meet that special person. You can decide that
you’re going to be happy today.”

In the church, we have a similar saying, but I don’t think that it’s trademarked. “God
is good, all the time. All the time, God is good.” This is more than an observation,
however. Among other things, it’s a promise that our good God is with us and is
active in our lives when we are struggling and in the valleys of life and when our
hearts are full of the many blessings we have received and we are filled with joy.
Yes, life may be good, but if it is, it’s because “God is good . . . all the time.”

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

LOVE DODGEVILLE
SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2022
1:00 - 5:00 PM
Sign up in DUMC Fellowship Hall by May 8" to participate.
QUESTIONS? Contact Brenda Crowe
brencrowe@hotmail.com or visit the Love Dodgeville
Facebook page.THANK YOU, in advance, for volunteering to
love our community and surrounding area!!



mailto:brencrowe@hotmail.com

[ THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! o

The United Methodist Women wish to thank
everyone who helped in any way to make our
Spring Rummage and Bake Sale a huge success!

Because of your generous donations of rummage
items and baked goods and because of the
generous donations of time from the approximately
20 people who worked throughout the 5 days of the
event (including the set-up days) we were able to
realize a profit of almost $1800. We especially want
to thank Barb Phillips who helped in so many ways
to get the tables looking great—we received many
compliments from our customers regarding the set-

up.

The money that was earned will be used to meet
our pledge to mission to the WI Conference United
Women in Faith and to UMW Mission projects
throughout the state, the nation, and the globe.
Also, as in other years we will be giving donations to
our DUMC general fund and local community
projects.

Again, thank you so very much—to everyone who
helps us to live up to the following UWF Mission
Statement: United Women in Faith seeks to connect
and nurture women through Christian spiritual
formation, leadership development, creative
fellowship and education so that they can inspire,
influence and impact local and global communities.




FINANCIAL

March
Tithing $7,664 78%
Fundraisers S755 8%
Other $1,356 14%
Total $9,775
March Income = $9,775
Other

14%

Fundraisers
8%

Personnel 8586.87
Service &

Outreach $2,080
Property $3,824
General $85

Total Expenses $14,575

61%

16%
26%
1%

March Expenses = $14,575

Property
24%

Service &
Outreach
16%

General
1%

Personnel
61%




REPORT

YTD

Tithing 528,824 90%
Fundraisers $1,755 5%
Building Use $25 0%
Other $1,407 6%

$33,342
oter YTD Income = $33,342
Building Use

0%

Fundraisers
6%

Personnel $25,448 62%
Service and
Outreach $6,203 16%
Property $9,785 19%
General $513 3%
Total Expenses $41,948
Year to Date Expenses = $41,948
Property Genoeral
19% 3%
Personnel

Service and
Outreach
16%

62%
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