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June 2022: Annual Conference Gathering

The General Conference gathering, held every four years, is the only
body that can make decisions on behalf of The United Methodist
Church. Given the four year gap between meetings, it is safe to say that
change never comes quickly within our denomination! The gaps in-
between can become contentious as we await another opportunity to pass
legislation and make decisions.

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the General Conference gathering
for 2020 was postponed until 2021...and postponed again until 2022.
Only a few months ago the Commission on the General Conference
made the decision to postpone the conference a third time, until 2024.
This time it isn’t really a postponement; it’s a cancellation. We were
scheduled to meet in 2024 anyway. This means we will go eight years
between a denominational meeting.

I am very surprised about the choice to further postpone/cancel the
gathering. Not only am | surprised, | am deeply disappoint T

Other worldwide denominations have been able to make
accommodations to meet in a hybrid format or have found

solutions so that they can meet despite COVID concern and visa delays.
I am concerned about this additional delay because | believe there are
some people in leadership in The United Methodist Church that are
fearful of what may be discussed at an upcoming General Conference
gathering and they simply are finding way to delay the inevitable
conversation.

There is a proposal is was planned for discussion at the next General
Conference Gathering. It is called “Reconciliation and Grace through
Separation.” It was a proposal that would allow new expressions
(denominations) of Methodist to form, with some financial support, so
that we could finally address our continuing polarization around human
sexuality, specifically around the ordination of LGBTQ clergy and the
conducting of same sex weddings.



This legislation had supporters from a variety of theological
perspectives. The time had come for an opportunity to allow some in
the UMC to move on to a different expression that they felt was more
in line with their beliefs around Methodist tradition and theology.
Given the third postponement of the General Conference, there are
some in The United Methodist Church that determined that action was
necessary.

The Global Methodist Church (GMC) was formed on May 1% of this
year. The planning for this new denomination has been in the works for
several years, but the leadership within this new denomination decided
that now is the time. This is not the only new offshoot to begin, but it is
the one receiving the most press. Some other churches have even
decided to leave the UMC and become independent, or join a different
denomination.

There is a process that was outlined in the 2019 Special General
Conference that offered a path for churches to leave while maintaining
their assets and property. Churches, should they so choose, could
follow a path to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church and
joins the GMC or some other denomination. To do so, however,
churches would need to follow the practices outlined in the Book of
Discipline, as well as follow any requirements put forth by individual
Annual Conferences.

From June 10™ to 12t the Wisconsin Annual Conference will be
gathering for its yearly meeting. One of the big topics of conversation
will be the requirements that must be met for disaffiliation should a
church decide to leave the UMC. There is legislation that will be
discussed and voted on that will streamline a process. | know that this
will be a heated and contentious discussion!

You may have seen some of the above items in the news, or all of this
may have been a surprise to you. Suffice to say, there is nothing that is
required of our churches to act on in light of this. We will continue to
be a part of The United Methodist Church.

If you have any concerns about what | have shared here, or if you have
any questions, please feel free to reach out.

~ Pastor Jim



Giving Report

MAY
Week Attendance Offering
1 40 $2,035
2 40 $2,893
3 43 $1,516
4 150 $3,109
5 n/a n/a
Other income building project:. $1,577

Good
June 2022

To be a follower of Jesus means to be willing to sacrifice
ourselves for the good of all. It means to be willing to deny
ourselves for the benefit of all of humanity.

| recently read about a man named Thomas Cannon who did
this in a truly remarkable way. He was a postal worker in
Richmond, Virginia, who lived much of his life on the edge of
poverty so that he could give to those in need. Describing
himself as “a poor man’s philanthropist,” he gave away more
than $150,000 to people who were experiencing hard times, or
who had been unusually kind or brave. He gave these gifts over
the last 33 years of his life, mostly in the form of $1,000 checks.

He traced his inspiration to his time in the Navy. While he was
away at signal school, there was a shipboard explosion at the
Port of Chicago and may of his shipmates were killed. He
concluded that he was spared for a reason — to help others, to
be a role model, to inspire people to see what he called “the
oneness of it all.”



Cannon gave to people of all ages, races, nationalities, and
incomes. He gave to a low-income woman who started a youth
center in her apartment complex . . . to a retired postal worker
who was a regular volunteer at an elementary school . . .to a
woman and a man who wanted to return to Vietnam to visit
their hometown . . . to an advocate for the victims of crime . . .
and to a teenager who had been abandoned as an infant but
grew up to be named Virginia’s Youth of the Year.

This generosity didn’t come without sacrifice. Cannon
supported his wife, his two sons, and himself and his
charitable efforts on a salary that never exceeded $20,000 a
year. When he retired from the postal service in 1983, he and
his wife lived near the poverty line on his pension. “We lived
simply,” he said before his death in 2005, “so we could give
money away.”

He wasn’t unhappy about these sacrifices. In fact, he had a
great sense of humor, one that he kept even after being
diagnosed with terminal cancer. As his health was failing, he
told the Richmond newspaper, “A Baptist deacon who owed
me $200 died recently. First thing I'm going to do when | get to
the other side is run him down.”

Thomas Cannon didn’t want a foundation to be set up to
continue his work after his death. He feared that a foundation
would require a bureaucracy, and tons of paperwork. He didn’t
even what his name attached to anything. He just left one
simple request: “Help somebody.”

Rev. Jason Mahnke,
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation



FINANCIAL

April
Tithing $13,102 88%
Fundraisers $959 6%
Other $896 6%
Total $14,957
April Income = $14,957
Other
6%
Fundraisers
6%

Personnel 8356.32 61%
Service &
Outreach $2,217 16%
Property $3,272 23%
General $183 1%

Total Expenses $14,028

April Expenses = $14,028

General
Property 1%

24%

Personnel

Service &
Outreach
16%

61%




REPORT

YTD
Tithing $41,926 90%
Fundraisers S2,714 6%
Building Use $475 1%
Other $1,407 3%
$48,286
Other YTD Income = $48,286
3%
Building Use
1%
Fundraisers
6%
Personnel $33,804 62%
Service and
Outreach $8,420 16%
Property $13,056 19%
General $696 3%
Total Expenses $55,976
Year to Date Expenses = $55,976
General
Property

3%
19%

Service and
Outreach
16%

Personnel
62%
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June Birthdays

2 - Diane Barney

2 - Lois Leffler

5 — Emma Butteris

6 — Zoie Weber

12 - Matthew Butteris
13 - Kerry Beerkircher
13 — Art Humbert

18 — Nikki Biddick

18 — Jeff Dux

25 — Jet Mulder

27 — Jamie Gevelinger
30 - Bill Baebler

Happy Bithday///

June Anniversaries

2 — Ron & Edith Hunter
6 - Scott & Denise Tolzman
8 - Thomas & Julia Harman

9 — Todd & Nikki Biddick
29 — Pastor Jim & Christina

Miphty waters camot quench luve; rivers camot sweep it away,

1f a man were o give all the wealth of his house for luve, his
@Zfe/‘ would be mfb‘eﬁgy soorned,
fwy qf Solomon 8:7




Unfortunately, the office ematl
was not worklng this week.

It You had an article you wished
to have Lncluded L this newsletter
[ will tnelude e tn next month’s
JuL}j newsletter.

Thank you for understanding!

cavla
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