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August 2022:  Instructing the Children 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

In my morning devotional time, I close with prayer. Part of this prayer 

time includes reflecting on one of the 19 questions that John Wesley 

asked of all candidates seeking to be ordained as ministers (a tradition 

that continues in our Wisconsin Annual Conference). One of those 

questions is: 

 

“Will you diligently instruct the children in every place?” 

 

As much as I might want to say, “Yes” I know that I fall short. In 

every place? Not quite…many of 19 questions that Wesley asked must 

be framed that we see them as a goal. They are something to which we 

aspire. As a pastor, I realize the importance of instruction for our 

children in the Christian faith. This instruction begins at the home, but 

the church can certainly augment and build upon the work of parents 

and family in the home. 

 

As it says in the Bible: 

 

“These commandments that I give you today are to be on your 

hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when 

you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you 

lie down and when you get up.” – Deuteronomy 6:6-7 

 

“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old 

he will not depart from it.” 

        – Proverbs 22:6 

When this question come up in my prayer time, my mind immediately 

goes to Sunday School.  Our 50th anniversary celebration in May 

reminded meof times in the history of Dodgeville UMC in which we  



  

had a large and vibrant Sunday school program. We recently celebrated 

the lives of both Rosemary Edwards and Russ Nelson, both of whom 

served with distinction as Sunday school superintendents. 

 

Before COVID became a part of our lives we had brought a Sunday 

school program back, all be it in a more modest format. We had a 

rotation of 4 pairs of teachers and a variable number of kids. I enjoyed 

hearing stories about the experiences of teachers and the experiences of 

the young ones that were involved. I think the time is right to start this 

Sunday school program up again! 

 

If you have been participating in our  

worship services during the summer  

months, you may have seen an exciting  

trend in the congregation. We have  

consistently had some guests joining us!  

It is wonderful to see some fresh faces  

that have shared how they feel welcomed by our church family and 

some that are now participating in a membership class on Wednesdays.  

 

Let’s re-start our Sunday school program in September.      The 

only way that happens is with your help! I am looking for folks 

willing to be part of a rotation of teachers that would at most teach 

once each month. You would always teach with at least one other 

person. The class materials are already prepared for you. Sunday 

would start right after the children’s message and would aim to be 

over in about 45-60 minutes. 

 

It is my intent to have Sunday school begin on Sunday, September 

11th, if we have enough teachers that are committed to helping. If you 

might feel a nudge from the Holy Spirit to participate in this vital 

ministry for the church, please let me know.  

 

Please spread the word as we seek to re-start this wonderful ministry 

back into our church! We would like to have a steady group of children 

who are able to participate as well.  

 

~ Pastor Jim  
 

       

 

 

 



  

UMW NEWS 
 

Martha Boyer is hosting the annual “Breakfast at the Barn” on 
Thursday, August 4 beginning at 9:30AM. All are invited - 
please bring a breakfast dish to pass and feel free to invite a 
guest! After enjoying breakfast there will be a short business 
meeting. If you need a ride please contact Charlene Mingst 
(608-935-5758). 
Looking ahead to September: 
The first unit meeting of the fall is scheduled for September 
1st at 6:30PM in Fellowship Hall. Nominations for officers for 
2023 will be accepted and/or announced. All women of the 
church are invited to attend.  
The South West Annual Gathering is scheduled for Saturday, 
September 17 at the Cuba City UMC. 
The United Women in Faith Sunday Celebration for our unit 
has been moved to September 25. 

 
 

CHOIR NOTES 
 

Women of the choir – or any woman from the 

church who would like to sing – are invited to 

a rehearsal on Wednesday, August 17th at 

6:30PM in the music room. We will sing at 

the service on Sunday, August 21. 
  

 

 

 



 
  Outdoor Worship Service 

Centennial Park 

Sunday, August 7th at 9:00AM 
 

We will be joining the congregations of Grace Lutheran Church and 

Plymouth Congregational UCC for  

this yearly gathering. Carla Pustina  

will be leading us in music! Please  

remember to bring a comfy chair to sit  

on for the service. The offering  

collected during this service will be  

split evenly between three denominational organizations that support the 

people of Ukraine. 

 

This service takes the place of our regular worship service at the church 

at 9AM. Please bring your offering for that Sunday on a different day or 

consider giving electronically.  

 

There will be no online service available the week of the outdoor 

service. 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 
August 7th-9th from 5:30PM to 7:30PM 
 

2022 Vacation Bible School: “Food Truck Party” is August 7-9 

from 5:30-7:30PM.  Volunteer and participant 

application/sign-ups are in fellowship  

hall or register online at  

dodgevilleumc.org by clicking on the  

VBS registration button. This is one of the  

main ways that we as a church reach out  

to our greater Dodgeville community! 
  

 

 



 
June 

June   

Tithing $7,213 89% 

Fundraisers -$2,625 -33% 

Other $3,481 43% 

Total  $8,069  

 

Personnel 8,538.86 69% 
Service & 
Outreach $1,971 15% 

Property $1,653 13% 

General $279 2% 

Total Expenses $12,441 

 

 

Tithing
89%
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Other
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FINANCIAL 



 

YTD   

Tithing $58,542 84% 

Fundraisers $2,964 4% 

Building Use $645 1% 

Other $7,793 11% 

 $69,944  

 

Personnel $50,767 60% 
Service and 
Outreach $12,473 15% 

Property $17,702 23% 

General $1,530 2% 

Total Expenses $82,471 
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ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR JULY: 
 

Sunday  Attendance  Offering 
July 3   36   $3,967 
July 10  36   $1,370 
July 17  37   $1,722 
July 24  53   $3,531 

Please Pray 
 

Lois Dobson, Mary Lou 

Oxnem, Pam Fingerson, 

Edna Dunham, Jeff & Jackie 

Dux, Ivy Wilson, Mary Ellen 

Schultze, Alyson, Zach 

Hickman, Kaye Shannon’s 2 

grandchildren 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 
2 – Jacob Colden 
3 – Jean Leigh 
11 – Jackie Dux 
17 - Ginny Gorsline 
21 – Shirley Lewis 
25 – Peter Vanderloo 
27 – Ron Butteris 

 
 

AUGUST                

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

2 - Don & Tina Smith  
5 – Melissa & Jeremy Mulder 
12 – Phil & Julie Udelhoven 
17 – Lee/Mary Lou Oxnem  
21 – Peter & Jody Vanderloo 
24 – Zach & Rose Hickman 
28 – Mark & Robin Masters 
 



 

  

A Chicken or an Eagle? 
 

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—
what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2)  

 

Once upon a time, a man found the egg of an eagle. It had been 
abandoned for some reason by its mother, but as it was still warm, the 
man took it and put it in the nest of one of his backyard chickens along 
with the other eggs that were there being brooded upon.  
 

After a period of time, the eaglet was hatched, and along with the other 
chicks from his next began to go about the back yard doing what the 
other chicks did. He scratched the earth for worms and insects. He looked 
for the corn that the man would throw into the yard. He clucked and 
cackled as best as he could, and as he grew, he would, like other chickens, 
thrash his wings and fly a few feet in the air.  
 

Years passed in this way, and the eagle grew very old. One day he saw a 
magnificent bird far above him in the cloudless sky. It glided majestically 
among the powerful wind currents, soaring and swooping, scarcely 
beating its long golden wings.  
 

The old eagle looked at it in awe and asked, “What is that?”  
 

“That is the eagle, the king of birds,” said one of his neighbors. “He 
belongs to the sky and to the high places. We belong to the earth, we are 
chickens.” The old eagle knew this was true, and so it was he lived and 
died as a chicken, for that is what he believed he was.  
 

In life, our perspective determines our reality. For instance, most people 
believe that they need more money to be “okay” financially. How much 
more? It didn’t matter if they were making $25,000 or $250,000, the 
answer to how much more they needed was always right around 10% 
more. The truth is, if we haven’t learned how to manage well what we 
have, having more will leave us with the same set of problems.  
 

On the other hand, developing an attitude of gratitude,1 an abundance 
mindset, and planning for giving and saving in our spending plans (aka, 
budgets) can help us discover contentment no amount of money can give.  
 

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 



 



 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


