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My week starting Sunday, August 14" was a remarkable week of
ministry!

On Sunday morning, we utilized the full power of our new sound and

video system. We had a praise band sharing music that utilized all the
audio inputs available @) . We were also able to offer a Facebook Live
and recorded worship experience that offered better sound and greatly
increased screen visibility. With each passing week we will be able to
refine and grow what we can offer. More people are watching online,

that’s for sure!

On Monday night of that week, | began meeting with a couple that will
be getting married in October. This couple lives in the Mineral Point
area but got connected with me to perform their ceremony. It has been
almost three years since | have done pre-marital counseling with a
couple. I miss it and appreciate the opportunity to do it again.

On Tuesday night, I met with the Wesleyan Fellowship Group. By the
middle of this September, this group will have been meeting for one
year, from when we started our study of the book The Class Meeting. |
look forward to when we can expand this ministry and more folks from
our church community will be able to experience the transformation
that comes in being in a small group like this.

On Wednesday night, | led the fourth of six new member classes for
five folks that will be joining the church in early September. Like
wedding counseling, | have not a membership “class” since before
COVID. | haven’t had a class this large since | have been in Dodgeville
and Ridgeway!



On Thursday morning, I participated in a worship service at Stonefield
Apartments in which we had 15 people in attendance. | appreciate
being able to participate with fellow community clergy to bring a
worship experience into some different facilities in Dodgeville. Later
that morning, | was able to offer a sermon at a funeral service that took
place at Bethlenem Lutheran Church in Edmund, WI. It was another
ecumenical experience in which we were able to bring glory to God
and celebrate the life of a firm believer.

On Friday morning, | participated in a three-hour interview with a
psychologist as a part of my process of applying for Associate
Membership as a pastor in the Wisconsin Annual Conference. It was
an opportunity to think about where I have been in my pastoral
ministry, how | have changed in my time as a pastor, and where | see
myself going in the future.

By Saturday, | was ready for a little rest. Ha!

I share all of this with you because that week had me feeling a renewed
energy for the ministry and growth potential of this church community.
Let’s face it, the COVID-19 pandemic zapped a lot of our energy.
Civic engagement is lagging. Church attendance and participation
overall around the nation is lagging. We are fatigued and bit burned
out from our experience through COVID.

As | see church attendance in-person growing...as I see online
attendance and interest growing...as I see new and fresh faces seeking
to be a part of our church...as | see the power of small-group ministry
making a difference the lives of our members. ..l see the Holy Spirit
at work!

I am hopeful that we will have some folks willing to help with the
teaching of Sunday School starting in two weeks. We are getting close
to that deadline. What another great step forward that would be for us.

September will be here soon, hopefully with more sign of growth for
our church as we continue this walk with God together.

~ Pastor Jim



CHOIR NOTES

The Mixed Choir is scheduled to sing on Sunday, September
25t We will rehearse on Wednesday, September 17 at
6:30PM in the music room and at 8:00AM the morning of the
service. Please join us, we welcome new and/or returning
members at any time.

......................................

PLEASE PRAY:

. Lois Dobson, Mary Lou
. Oxnem, Pam Fingerson,
: Edna Dunham, Jeff &
1 Jackie Dux, Ivy Wilson,
i Mary Ellen Schultze,

. Alyson, Zach Hickman,
. Kaye Shannon's 2

! grandchildren

If one menmber suffers, all suffer
together.,..
1 Corinthians 12:26

PRAISE FEST

September 17" Midland
UMC
10235 County Rd KP,
Mazomanie

Midlandumc@gmail.com

608-767-3358
Bring a lawn chair or blanket
Gates open at 9:00AM
Rain or shine

Giving/Attendance Stats - August

Week Attendance Offering
1 Park service $3,780
2 51 $3,840
3 45 $2,941
4 n/a n/a
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wUnited Womew i Eaitly Happenigs

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to
attend any of these meetings and/or events. Questions may
be directed to Charlene Mingst or any one of our
current members.

Our first meeting of the fall is scheduled for Thursday,
September 15 at 6:30PM in Fellowship Hall. We will have an
introduction of our new program resource book — Mosaic of
Faith — We Are All Part of God’s Story. At our business
meeting we will nominate officers for 2023. Please join us; all
women of the church are invited to attend. Because of a
scheduling conflict the October meeting will be moved to
Thursday, September 29, We will elect 2023 officers at this
meeting.

United Women in Faith special Sunday Celebration is
scheduled for September 25. Our guest speaker for the service
is Gloria Carter, the WI Conference UWF President. Special
Mission Recognition awards will be presented.

The South West District Annual Gathering is scheduled for
Saturday, September 17 at the Cuba City UMC. The keynote
speaker will address the new “brand” of our organization, and
the reasons behind the change of our name. There will be
devotions and a memorial service, leadership training
sessions, information about the Children’s Sabbath, a 2022
Assembly update and much more. Please see Charlene
Mingst or Martha Boyer for registration forms.

Looking ahead: The annual Fall Rummage and Bake Sale is
scheduled for October 7t and 8. Set-up will begin Monday,
October 3 and will continue until Thursday, October 6.
Please look for more information regarding the sale on another
page of this newsletter.




RUMMAGE
JSia

FALL RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE FOR CHARITY

The annual United Women in Faith’s Fall Rummage/Bake
Sale is scheduled for Friday, October 7th and Saturday,
October 8", 2022. The hours for the sale are: 8:00AM -
5:00pm on Friday and 8:00AM-12:00AM on Saturday. The
Bake Sale is to be held on Saturday morning only. The “Bag
Sale” will be between the hours of 10:00AM-12:00PM on
Saturday.

The set-up dates are Monday, October 3™ through
Thursday, October 6. Items for the rummage sale can be
brought in from 9:00AM-4:00PM on those dates. Because
storage space is very limited—if at all possible, please wait
to bring your items on the planned days.

PLEASE DO NOT BRING: TVs, entertainment centers,
computers, dehumidifiers, home-recorded VCR tapes or
DVDs, stained or torn clothing, or inappropriate books,
DVDs, or magazines. Please limit clothing donations to Fall
& Winter only.

Bake Sale items should be priced and can be brought in on
Friday or early Saturday. If you like to bake please consider
donating items for the bake sale. We will need many
workers to help set-up and to work during the sale.

Sign-up sheets will be available in Fellowship Hall starting
on or about Sunday, September 9". Please sign up for a
shift or two or call Charlene Mingst at 935-5758. (If you
have a question about an item that you would like to donate
please call that same number.)

This annual fund-raiser helps the United Women in Faith
meet our goals of mission on the local, state, national, and
international levels, including supporting the general
budget of our church. THANK YOU TO ALL WHO WILL
WORK AND ALSO TO EVERYONE WHO DONATES ITEMS.



A NOTE IN THE OFFERING

A young child wrote this note to his pastor. "Dear minister, I'm
sorry | don’t give more money to the church on Sundays, but my
father didn't give me a raise in my allowance. Could you give a
sermon about a raise in my allowance? It would help the church
get more money."

As funny as this is, many of us approach giving in this way,
whether it's to the church or to any other organization that helps
those in need. We'd give more if only we had a little more to
give. We just need that raise and everything will be so much
easier. There's only so much to go around and there's just not
enough right now.

Unfortunately, this paints a false picture of God. Our world tells
us over and over those resources are scarce. There's only so
much to go around. And so, we can only give so much because
otherwise there won't be enough left for us. We spend so much
time and energy acquiring and worrying about what we don't
have and often are so measured and cautious with what give,
because we believe there isn't going to be enough. This is the
myth of scarcity. That God hasn't given his children enough to
go around. This is not the God we worship.

The truth is, we believe that the God we worship has given to us
abundantly! Not only is there enough to go around, but there’s
also more than enough. And therefore, we give in response to
the abundance God continually provides us with.

| have heard people say that the more they have given the more
God has given them. From my experience, | don't think God
gives more to the generous and less to misers. | have found that
the more | give the more | recognize how much God has already
blessed me with. It's not that God has given me more in a "quid
pro quo" arrangement. In giving, | am transformed. | can see the
gifts I have more clearly. | can give thanks more fully. | can give
more joyously.

Rev. Jason Mahnke
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation



Financial

July 2022

Tithing $10,992 86%

Fundraisers 0%

Other $1,855 14%

Total $12,847

July Income = $12,847
Other

14%

Fundraisers
0%

Personnel 8,490.00
Service &

Outreach $2,342
Property $2,332
General $190
Total Expenses $13,353

64%

17%
17%
1%

July Expenses = $13,353

Property
17%

Service &
Outreach
17%

General
1%

Personnel
64%




Report

YTD 2022
Tithing $69,534 84%
Fundraisers $2,964 4%
Building Use $745 1%
Other $9,548 11%
$82,791
other YTD Income = $82,791
11%
Building Use

1%

Fundraisers
4%

Personnel $59,257 62%

Service and

Outreach $14,815 15%

Property $20,034 21%

General $1,720 2%

Total Expenses $95,824

Year to Date Expenses = $95,824
Property General

21% 2%

Service and
Outreach
15%

Personnel
62%
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SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

1 - London Starr

13 — John Oxnem

15 - Doug Digman
16 - Nancy Mortimer
18 — Peg Trankle

19 - Terry Edwards
20 - Charlie Price

23 — Akayla Schultze
24 - Anthony Bultteris
26 — Martha Boyer
27 - Louise Price

29 - Sandra Alexander

)

SEPTEMBER

ANNIVERSARIES

7 - Chip & Peggy Forrest
15 - Terry & Penny Edwards
15 — John & Bonnie Oxnem

29 - Steve & Julie Colden




