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December 2022: A Season of Giving

If you did not already know, our church has a Good Samaritan Fund
that we use to help people who are in need in our church and
community. If someone contacts the church looking for financial
assistance, they fill out an application and after they are interviewed, we
determine how we might be able to help them.

The Good Samaritan Fund is supported by donations given by the
church and community. No funds come from our general church
funds. One of the biggest ways that we are able to support our Good
Samaritan Fund is through the cashing in of :
aluminum cans that accumulate in our
collection site behind the church off Union St.
The cans are collected once a week, thanks to
Ron and Bobbi Butteris, and cashed in. Each
week it is full, and sometimes it is overflowing!

One of our largest contributors are some of the bars located around us,
at least | assume they are, because there will be some hefty bags full of
beer cans! | suppose if the cans are going to be generated anyway, we
can at least put them to good use. We get a pretty good weekly deposit
averaging around $61.00 and we have raised almost $3,000 for the year.
With other churches and organizations in our community stepping back
on offering assistance or ceasing it completely, I am thankful that we
are still able to provide this ministry.

As we bring the year 2022 to a close and as we celebrate the Advent
and Christmas season, | would like to share some highlights about how
our Good Samaritan Fund has helped people in our community this
year:



e We have developed a partnership with the Opportunity House
which provides a sober living environment for folks to get back
on their feet. We have helped several individuals this year with
their rent as they seek to secure employment.

e | recently received a call from someone who lives in Dodgeville
but was on their way to a funeral service in lowa. Their car broke
down and they needed assistance paying for car repairs. The
mechanic’s church was able to cover some of the cost and we
were able to cover the rest.

e | spoke to a young woman on the phone who had moved back to
the area after leaving an abusive relationship and seek to re-start
her life in Dodgeville. She had secured a job but would not be
paid for a few weeks. We were able to cover her rent until she
could get established. The sheer joy I heard from her as we told
her we would be able to help her was heartwarming. We closed
our conversation in prayer.

In some ways, these requests for help often come with a difficult story:
broken relationships, unanticipated job loss, unanticipated health issue,
unexpected expense, and other life circumstances that go beyond an
individual's or family’s ability to support themselves. While they might
be experiencing a current financial poverty, my heart also goes out to the
mental strain they experience, the emotional toll these situations have, as
well as the spiritual concerns they may have as well. | give thanks to
God that amid some of the brokenness we discover through this ministry
we can provide relief and healing!

I would like to thank you for your support of the Good Samaritan Fund,
whether it be from your own individual contributions or through the
contribution of your empty cans. We are blessed to be a blessing in our
community and that is an important message for us to hear in this, the
season of giving as we celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.

~ Pastor Jim



Christmas Eve/Day Worship Service Schedule

Christmas Eve (Saturday):
e Grace (Ridgeway) UMC at 5:00PM—Christmas Eve worship
with Communion and candlelight

singing of Silent Night at the
(208 Jarvis St.) _
e Dodgeville UMC at 7:00PM— é%zo?(

C ;{4[1/}/(14}7

Ridgeway Community Center
Contemporary music, community —R
prayer time, and candlelight singing
of Silent Night

e Dodgeville UMC at 9:00PM—Traditional service with choir,
holy communion, and candlelight singing of Silent Night

Christmas Day (Sunday):
e Dodgeville UMC at 9:00AM—Service of Lessons and Carols
No service for Ridgeway (Grace) UMC on Sunday evening

The choir is scheduled to sing on the following Sundays in
December: December 4" and December 18, and at the
9:00PM Service on Christmas Eve. The rehearsal schedule
is: 8:00AM on the Sundays that we sing, Wednesday,
December 7™ at 6:30PM and at 8:15PM on Christmas Eve.
Hope to see you there—we welcome new and/or returning
singers at any time — “visiting” singers too!



THE FALL DINNER WAS A RESOUNDING SUCCESS!

Annually the DUMC church serves an outstanding meal in the fall.

This year was no exception!
PLAVSE:

We had a record number of people who oy
volunteered in so many ways. It was wonderful £ P

§
every one of you. Although our hands were busy, \ L £

to be in the church working along side each and
we had fun socializing and laughing with each
other. For the first time, we offered both a /)
drive-thru and dine-in option. The drive-thru was | L)\
the more popular option. We also delivered N /
several meals. The success of the dinner is the direct result of LOTS
of people pitching in and working hard.

Thanks to YOUR efforts and donations, $3800 was raised.

THANK YOQOU one and all!
With much appreciation,

-~ =

The Planning Committee

THANK YOU!

Thanks so much for the wonderful meal you served Saturday. We had
the family over and we all thought it was great. We hope you do the
same next year. Mark & Nancy Wepking

PLEASE PRAY
Mary Lou Oxnem, Pam Fingerson, Edna Dunham, Jeff &
Jackie Dux, vy Wilson, Mary Ellen Schultze, Zach
Hickman, Pastor Kristen Lowe, Walsh family

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
November 26"

e Cookie Walk at DUMC 10:00am-3:00pm
e Holiday Parade at 6:00PM




United Women in Faith:

Please join us for our annual Christmas
Pot Luck on Thursday, December 15" in
Fellowship Hall at 6:00PM. Please bring a dish
to share and if you would like - bring a spouse
or a friend. We are looking forward to a time
of good food and fellowship.

Community Christmas Day Dinner
ALL ARE WELCOME TO RESERVE A MEAL!

You must call ahead by noon on Friday, December 16 to reserve a
meal(s) for pick-up or delivery from Culvers. NO DINING IN.
Please call 608-535-7051

Saturday, December 25
11:00AM-12:30PM
Culver’s Restaurant
No cost

Please plan to see at DUMC:
LIVE NATIVITY
Friday, December 23, 4-7PM

Christmas Cookie § Candy Sale
Fatth Lutheran Churveh, Mineral Polnt ]
Saturday, December 34 @ F:30am-12:00pmm. |

See church bulletin board for more information



“Christmas Giving Opportunities”

We are collecting gifts for the residents of local
Nursing Homes. Gift ideas include: Body Lotion,
Shampoo, Body Wash, Hair Picks, Toothpaste/
Toothbrushes, Perfume/aftershave, Bar soap, , J
Deodorant (men/women), Larg print, large size word search
books (not pocket size), Stamps, $10 Gift cards to Walmart,
Women'’s pen-shaped facial razors (battery operated), Men’s
electric razors, Men’s pajamas (size 2x and 3x), Radio/CD
players ($24-$30). If you might be willing to purchase some of
these items that will be presented as gifts for the residents,
you can bring those items to the church (and put them under
the tree). You can purchase as much as you would like. The
deadline is for these gifts is December 15™". Please do not
wrap your gift.

Giving/Attendance Stats

Week | Attendance | Offering
November
1 77 $5,0532
2 59 $5,641
3 47 $4,315
4 n/a n/a

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARY
31 — Art & Margaret Humbert

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

5 - Mylee Mulder 20 — Mary Wilson

8 - Mary Terrill 22 — Robin Digman

12 - Denise Tolzman 22 — Dawn Van Epps

14 - James Short 29 — Mary Lou Oxnem
— vy Wilson 31 — Julie Colden

19 - Holly Starr



Financial

October
Tithing $10,468 91%
Other $289 3%
Reimbursement $666 6%
Total $11,474
October Income = $11,474
Other
3%
Reimburse
6%
Personnel 8,502.55 63%
Service Outreach $1,900 14%
Property $2,998 22%
General S74 1%

Total Expenses $13,475

October Expenses = $13,475

Property General
22% 1%

Service &
Outreach
14%

Personnel
63%




Renort

YTD
Tithing $109,816 89%
Fundraisers S50
Building Use $895 1%
Reimburse $6,123 5%
Other $11,158 9%
$122,725
YTD Income = $122,725
Other
Reimburse 9%
5%
Building Use
1%
Personnel $84,427 63%
Service and
Outreach $20,598 15%
Property $26,620 20%
General $2,613 2%
Total Expenses $134,258
Year to Date Expenses = $134,258
Property General

20% 2%

Personnel
63%

Service and
Outreach
15%
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