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OCTOBER 2022: OPPORTUNITIES FOR
PRAYER AND CELEBRATION

On October 2", 2022 Dodgeville and Grace (Ridgeway) United
Methodist Churches will be joining congregations throughout the
world in celebrating World Communion Day.

For over two thousand years denominations have
created a varied tradition in how we celebrate
communion, how often we serve it, who can
receive it, and what elements are used and
received. Despite these differences, communion
is still a critical part of our Christian tradition
and practice. Join us at either church as we
celebrate the sacrament as part of the worldwide -
Christian Church. It states on the UMC Giving website, “On World
Communion Sunday - United Methodists, in conjunction with other
denominations and believers worldwide, participate in communion to
recognize our unity in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. This
universal and inclusive connection is the foundation of the special
offering for World Communion Sunday.”

This will also be a Sunday in which we will collect one of our six
special offerings for the United Methodist Church. The UMC Giving
website continues, “Your donations support racial and ethnic students
in achieving their educational goals and transforming communities.
In 2021, World Communion Sunday offerings awarded 242
scholarships and grants. Your generosity continues to provide
scholarships, grants, mentoring and training for leadership
development.”

Checks can be mde out to the church with “World Communion



Sunday” in the memo line. Any cash donations can be designated on
your offering envelope.

On October 9, we will be celebrating the
sacrament of baptism as Brinley Kay Miles,
daughter of Beth & Garrett Miles, is welcomed
into the family of God.

What a wonderful opportunity to renew our baptismal vows as we
celebrate this most holy sacrament! Beth and Garrett welcome
everyone to join them in celebrating in Fellowship Hall after the
service.

Programming Note: The Packers play the New York Giants in
England on this Sunday, so the kickoff is scheduled for 8:30am on
Sunday morning. This would be a good Sunday to record the Packer
game and watch it later so that we might all be able to celebrate our
newest daughter being welcomed into the family of God.

From October 20t to 23", four members of Dodgeville UMC will be
participating in a Women's Walk to Emmaus Event at Camp Lucerne:
Martha Boyer, Juanita Starr, Denise Tolzman, and Seirra McCracken.
This 72-hour spiritual retreat offers pilgrims the opportunity to renew,
or to forge, a relationship with God. With a combination of talks,
worship, and other activities, participants generally come out with a
renewed passion for living our their Christian faith for the church and
the world. Please pray for these women that they would have a positive
and life-changing experience. Please also pray for me as | participate in
the Walk as an Assistant Spiritual Director. If you are interested in
participating in an upcoming Walk to Emmaus, there are two events in
April. Please let me know!

I would continue to appreciate your prayers as | continue my Clinical
Pastoral Education (CPE) experience. The shorter work week has been
a challenge, but | am getting into a new routine. So far it has been a
very helpful experience and a blessing my ministry.

~ Pastor Jim



Church Conference for Dodgeville/

Grace (Ridgeway) UMC

Thursday, November 17" at 6:30PM
Fellowship Hall — Dodgeville UMC

All members of both the _—_—
Dodgeville and Grace churches g e
are invited to this yearly meeting
in which we will affirm our
budget for 2023, approve church
leadership, and review the reports
of the church. Church conferences
are not always the most exciting, but they offer an opportunity to
review the year that was and look ahead to the year that will be.
Rev. Paul Gregersen of Blanchardville and Lamont UMCs will be
the presiding elder for our meeting.

Giving/Attendance Stats - September

Week Attendance Offering
1 50 $4,761
2 46 $7,941
3 45 $2,172
4 48 $1,187
CHOIR NOTES B <0

The Mixed Choir is scheduled to sing on

Sunday, October 2" and Sunday,

October 16™. We will rehearse on 2
Wednesday, October 12" at 6:30PM in the music
room and at 8:00AM on the Sundays that we sing.
Please join us, we welcome new and/or returning
members at any time.




FINANCIAL

August

Tithing $14,313 118%
Fundraisers -$2,964  -24%
Other 774 6%
Total $12,123

Fundraisers

-24%

August Income = $12,123

Other
6%

Personnel 8,415.00 69%
Service &

Outreach $1,984 16%
Property $1,667 14%

General

$141 1%

Total Expenses $12,207

August Expenses = $12,207

Property General
14% 1%

Service &
Outreach
16%

Personnel
69%




REPORT

YTD
Tithing $83,847 88%
Fundraisers 0%
Building Use $745 1%
Other $10,322 11%

$94,914

YTD Income = $94,914

Other

Building Use 11%

1%
Fundraisers
0%

Personnel $67,645 63%

Service and

Outreach $16,798 15%

Property $21,701 20%

General $1,782 2%

Total Expenses $107,926

Year to Date Expenses = $107,926
Property General

20% 2%

Personnel
63%

Service and
Outreach
15%




GOD’S VOICE

In my ministry, several people have asked why God
doesn’t speak to people like God did in the Bible. Their
assumption is that any time Scripture talks about God
speaking to someone, that person is hearing a literal
voice saying words. | think this is a far too limited
understanding of how God speaks to us every day.
Consider this story told by Scott McKenzie and Kristine
Miller.

“‘Every day, on her way to work, Audrey’s route took her
past a women’s penitentiary. Surrounding the building
and grounds stood a large chain-link fence topped off
with barbed wire intended to keep separate those on
the inside from those on the outside. Each time Audrey
passed the woman’s penitentiary, she saw the women
walking the grounds or sitting at picnic tables soaking in
a few precious moments of warm sunshine. As she
passed, Audrey would quietly say a prayer for the
incarcerated women and their families. One day, as
Audrey was driving past, she felt a strong urge to pull
in. Without fully realizing what she was doing, she
turned sharply into the entrance of the prison. In an
instant, she found herself face-to-face with a large,
intimidating prison guard whose face suggested a
humorless disposition. Feeling the awkwardness of the
moment, Audrey explained that she had felt God’s push
to visit the facility and asked if they received
volunteers.”

Audrey believed that the urge to pull into the
penitentiary was God speaking to her. | tend to




agree. Rather than waiting for a literal voice to
speak to us, what if God spoke and called us
through our nudges, yearnings, and hopes. That
would mean that God is closer than many of us
think or realize. It also means that God challenges
us more frequently than we realize. But, when we
courageously listen to God with a willing heart, we
will discover that the result is transformational, not
just for us, but for everyone whose life is
impacted.

“The prison guard responded by giving Audrey the
business card of the volunteer coordinator and
sent Audrey on her way. God’s nudge had sent
Audrey to an unfamiliar place, and she was
courageous enough to go. Soon she started a
Bible study class at the prison sharing Jesus’
message of love and hope.”

Rev. Jason Mahnke,
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation




RUMMAGE

FALL RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE g N

The annual United Women in Faith’s Fall Rummage/Bake
Sale is scheduled for Friday, October 7th and Saturday,
October 8", 2022. The hours for the sale are: 8:00AM —
5:00pm on Friday and 8:00AM-12:00AM on Saturday. The
Bake Sale is to be held on Saturday morning only. The “Bag
Sale” will be between the hours of 10:00AM-12:00PM on
Saturday.

The set-up dates are Monday, October 3™ through
Thursday, October 6™. Please bring items on Monday —
Wednesday between the hours of 9:00AM-4:00PM and
between 9:00-12:00 on Thursday. Because storage space
is very limited—if at all possible, please wait to bring your
items on the planned days.

PLEASE DO NOT BRING: TVs, entertainment centers,
computers, dehumidifiers, home-recorded VCR tapes or
DVDs, stained or torn clothing, or inappropriate books,
DVDs, or magazines. Please limit clothing donations to Fall
& Winter only.

Bake Sale items should be priced and can be brought in on
Friday or early Saturday. If you like to bake please consider
donating items for the bake sale. We will need many
workers to help set-up and to work during the sale.

Sign-up sheets will be available in Fellowship Hall starting
on or about Sunday, September 9". Please sign up for a
shift or two or call Charlene Mingst at 935-5758. (If you
have a question about an item that you would like to donate
please call that same number.)

This annual fund-raiser helps the United Women in Faith
meet our goals of mission on the local, state, national, and
international levels, including supporting the general
budget of our church. THANK YOU TO ALL WHO WILL
WORK AND ALSO TO EVERYONE WHO DONATES ITEMS.



Hurrah!

We have new stone facia on the north side
of the church. Drive by to see the work that
was done! A big “Thank You” to Judy
James for her generous donation to this
I project. The Wills and Memorials Committee
1 covered the remaining balance. Also thank
I you to the Trustees for their input and work
1 on this much needed project.
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The annual Fall Rummage and Bake Sale is
scheduled for October 7" and 8™. Set-up will begin
Monday, October 3™ and will continue until Noon on
Thursday, October 6. We are still looking for help,
please sign up for a shift or two. The sign-up sheets
are available in Fellowship Hall or contact Charlene
Mingst (608-935-5758). Please look for more
information regarding the sale on another page of this
newsletter.

All are invited to the 2022 Wisconsin Conference
United Women in Faith Annual Gathering to be held
on Friday, October 14 & Saturday, October 15 at the
First United Methodist Church in Baraboo, WI. The
theme for the day is “Healing and Joy on Our Journey
to God”. There is still time to register—please see
Charlene Mingst or Martha Boyer for more
information.

Looking ahead: Our November meeting is scheduled
for Thursday, November 3 at 6:30 PM in Fellowship
Hall. The program for the meeting will be the annual
World Thank Offering. During the business meeting
we will make decisions regarding annual contributions
to missions. These contributions will be done on the
local church/community level as well as United
Women in Faith supported missions throughout the
state and nation.



It’s That Time Again! The All-Church Fall Dinner
iIs November 12, 2022

The Dodgeville United Methodist Church Annual Fall Dinner
is back! The dinner will be held on Saturday, November 12,
2022. This year the meal will be either dine in or drive thru.
We will be serving from 4:30 to 6:30 PM.

The menu is Swiss Steak, gravy, mashed potatoes, corn,
coleslaw, buns, and homemade apple crisp. The price of the
meal is $15 for everyone. Delivery is available to a
Dodgeville address. Call 608-341-7303 (Deb Short).

Because this meal is both dine in and drive-thru this year we
need many volunteers. We can’t wait to see your
enthusiastic, smiling faces.

Here’s how YOU CAN HELP!
We do need lots of hungry people! But a ticket(s) or come to
the meal on November 12t

Tickets will go on sale starting October 16. They will be
available before and after church, at the church office during
office hours, or by calling 608-935-2693.

Please invite your family, friends, and neighbors. Help us
spread the word about this dinner.

We are also looking for people to donate money towards the
purchase of the meat, potatoes, and other food items.
Please put any donations in an envelope marked Fall Dinner
Donation and put it in the offering basket, bring it to the
church office, or give it to one of the committee members.

If you have questions, please contact Bobbi Butteris, Deb
Short, Denise Tolzman, Jody Vanderloo, Mary James, Edith
Hunter, Juanita Starr or Dawn Van Epps.

Mark Saturday, November 12 on your calendar. We hope to
see you in person or in your car between 4:30 and 6:30PM.

Together we can make All Church fundraiser a success!




ﬂ%a&@ ﬂsr‘c{}/.‘MGry Lou Oxnem, Pam Fingerson,

Edna Dunham, Jeff & Jackie Dux, Ivy Wilson, Mary
Ellen Schultze, Alyson, Zach Hickman, Kaye
Shannon's 2 grandchildren

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

6 Deb Short

13 Jan Aschliman
17 Tonia Puckett
30 Renee Weber

o —— e —— T ——

| OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES

12 Ben & Mary Berryman

19 Lois Leffler & David LaBelle

19 Mike & Renee Weber

20 James & Deb Short

\ 21 John & Lesley Houck |
25 Don & Dee Dochnahl
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