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“January 2023: Some New Year Updates”

“See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. ” —
Isaiah 43:19

As we begin this new year together, | would like to start by sharing some
updates in our family:

Christina’s Update

On the afternoon of Christmas, | had to take Christina to the ER as she
was experiencing some very intense abdominal pain. After several tests,
it was determined that Christina had gallstones and she had her
gallbladder removed the following morning. She has been home this
week recovering and gets a little better each day. Please continue to pray
for her in her recovery!

Harvey’s Update

Our little toy schnauzer Harvey went in for surgery
on December 20" to remove some bladder stones
and “sludge”. Yuck! He has done a lot of sleeping
and has definitely not enjoyed having to wear the
“cone of shame.” As of the printing of this newsletter
he is about all healed up and his energy levels are returning to normal.

Jim’s Update

I would like to share a brief update with you regarding my journey to
becoming an Associate Member in the Wisconsin Annual Conference.
On December 7™, | went before the District Committee on Ordained
Ministry (DCOM) and was unanimously approved to continue in the
process. On December 15" | completed my final day of Clinical Pastoral
Education. My four-month CPE experience was wonderful, but it was
very difficult to manage both CPE and full-time ministry! I have a



significant number of tasks to complete and papers to submit by January
15, These items will be reviewed by the Board of Ordained Ministry
(BOOM) in advance of my meeting with them in February. This date
has not been finalized yet.

With all the personal updates aside, | wanted to share with you the goals
that I have as we enter into 2023 and as | wrap up my eighth year here
as pastor of both Dodgeville UMC and Grace (Ridgeway) UMC:

1. Expand “Wesley Fellowship Groups” at Dodgeville UMC —
We have one group that formed in September of 2021 and we
are hoping to form at least two more groups in 2023. All current
participants in the Wesley Fellowship Group have shared during
worship how this experience has changed their faith life and
strengthened their relationship with God. It is my hope that we
can continue to grow this ministry so that others might
experience this growth and change as well!

2. Expand Grace UMC’s ministry at the Ridgeway Community
Center — Now that we have established a worship style and
format in Room 103 of the Ridgeway Community Center, it is
my hope to now work on reaching out to the Ridgeway
community and growing this new vision for worship and church.
| also want to explore the needs of the Ridgeway community
and how we might be a part of fulfilling those needs.

3. Expand Our Online Presence and Online Giving
Opportunities — The Wisconsin Annual Conference has entered
into a partnership with VVanco to support online contributions. |
am hoping to explore this option with church leadership. I would
also like to continue conversations about expanding our online
presence.

These goals are a work in progress and will be finalized in consultation
with the Staff/Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) when we have our
first meeting in 2023. Happy New Year!

~ Pastor Jim
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Recording Secretary:
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Lay Leader to Annual Conference:
Staff/Parish Relations Committee Chair:
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Mission and Outreach Committee
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Finaneial Repoxt

November
Tithing $11,463 67%
Fundraisers $3,808 22%
Other $546 3%
Reimburse $1,326 8%
Total $17,143
November Income = $17,143
Other
3%
Reimburse
8%
Personnel 8,261.00 60%
Service &
Outreach $1,919 14%
Property $3,226 23%
General $334 2%
Total Expenses $13,740
November Expenses = $13,740
General
Property 2%

23%

Service &
Outreach
14%

Personnel
60%




YTD

Tithing $121,279 87%
Fundraisers $3,858 3%
Building Use $1,095 1%
Reimburse $7,449 5%
Other $6,187 4%
$139,868
Other

YTD Income = $139,868

4%
Reimburse
5%

Building Use
1%

Personnel $92,688 63%
Service and

Outreach $22,518 15%
Property $29,846 20%
General $2,947 2%
Total Expenses $147,998

Year to Date Expenses = $147,998

General
Property 2%

20%

Service and
Outreach
15%

Personnel
63%




| Like Floormats

This story is from “I Like Giving” by Brad Formsma. His book and
corresponding website, www.ilikegiving.com, are full of stories and
videos about the power of generosity.

It is hard to characterize my brother-in-law, James. He’s not a guy
who draws a lot of attention to himself, and he’s not a guy with great
wealth. In fact, James is, well, quite average, but when it comes to
generosity, James in one of the most above-average people I've
ever met.

For instance, if James needed to borrow your car, he would likely
return it with a full tank of fuel or maybe a new set of tires. Or maybe
it would have been detailed. And unless you happened to notice, he
wouldn’t draw any attention to it.

Which is exactly what happened with the floor mats in our Honda
Accord. They were worn-out. | mean, they’re floor mats. They are
one of those things you think about replacing when you vacuum the
car and say to yourself, “Wow, these look terrible. | need to replace
them.” You finish vacuuming, put the mats back, and never give
them another thought until the next time you clean your car.

However, this particular time | did notice them. They were new. |
immediately asked my wife if she’d bought the new car mats. She
said she though | had. Immediately we knew it was James. | could
not think of when he might have done it. | went back in the house,
called him, and asked if he was responsible. As | suspected, he was.

“When did you put new mats in the car?” | asked since we hadn’t
seen him in weeks. “About three months ago,” he sheepishly replied.

| couldn’t believe I'd been so unobservant, but | wasn'’t the least bit
surprised by James thoughtful act of generosity. It’s a lifestyle with
him. | truly can’t think of anything he enjoys doing more than giving,
and | can’t think of anyone who has more fun finding unique ways to
give. | mean, who would ever think of replacing someone’s floor
mats?

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation




aulsi09) Auuig

156Ul BuspeyY)
pueg esield | Uewlyosy uer Aus | 1501104 ABBad p diyn | Aus] woJ €292 | ¥
J9|puIyoS BUUEBOP
Y uep Jayoing yeles ABbad 1901104 AB6ag g diyy | ABbBed ejluenp ez6l-z | ¢
sawer
pueg asleld yory p ey wip Joiseq | 1sau04 ABBad g diyn uep wo| A AN I/
spiemp3 Auusd
Auuig oojapue Apor eypepy | jsauod ABBad R diyp | eypep sinp { €06C | )
usap|od usp|oQ alNf B 9ASIS
Auuig oAd)S R AN umeq UBWIYISY uyor ume( ejuenp 07621 | S
sie)S uap|07) aInf % oAB)S
pueg esleld SUBYOBININ wip Joiseq UBLUIY2SY uyor eInp wo| ezl |y
sower a|ne Uap|o) alnf B aAdlg
fuuig Jayaliyleag Auay) fus| UBWIYOSY uyor fus | BJluenp €G-l | ¢
Hoys ged Uap|od SINf B BAS)S
pueg esleld | sdd3 uep umeq Bbad UBWIYoSY uyor ABbod gjuenp 07-9-1 Z
Jawyuoly AoueN uap|09 aIjnf % oAB)S
Auuig 1591104 ABbad Wip Jojsed UBWIYOSY uyor uer woJ . eZ-1-1 |
Jsiuedwoddy 2120 Juswop piyd sl9jaai9 Js1Banyi BIP3 uolunwwo) | JLVA | xeam

SINVAY3S AVANNS €¢0¢




FELTINTETS
diysiopn @oel Aemebpry wdoe:9

1eaiN

dnou Ajunwwo) spuaiy dnoug diysmojieH ERIVNELS
yoddng 010 wdog:9 BunesiN MINN wdog:9 Buipesd wdoo's Kejsom wdog's diysiop OWN @liinebpoqa weoo:6
14 € c 3 L€ (0} 62

ELINETS
leay diysiopn @oei Aemebpry wdog:9

. Ajunwiwo spusi ERNEL
dnoi Buipead wdoo:s dnoio diysmojie- diysiopy DIAN @lineBpog Weoo:6
poddng 01q wdog:9 aulpeaQ JeneIsMeN Aalsapm wdog:s oIl 8814 - IONVHO IS00T
8¢ lcC oz 14 ve €c ce

ELINELS
dnoio 2eRILWOD leapy diysiopn eoei Aemebpry wdog:9

yoddng 0.1@ wdog:9 Bules)s spualiL Ajunwwo) spuali4 dnoug) diysmol|a4 ERINE
O'3I'd wepe:g Buipee4 wdpe:9 Buipae4 wdo:§ Ko|sapn wdog:g neaing wie4 wdog:L diysiopn DINN alAeBpoQ wepo:6
Lc 0c 61l 8l VAR 9l Sl

[1ounoD
younyo wdoo:L

Buneawy ELIVNELS
@oueul4 wdoO:9 diysiop eoelo Aemebpry wdog:9

dVOMS dVOMS [EET] 90INIOS :
dnois (dn-xoeg) Buiuies] (dn-yoeg) Bulutes| Ajunwwon spusii dnous diysmojja4 diysiopy DN alInebpog weopo:6
poddng D1a wdog:9 | YileeH |ejusiy WeQpe:g | UlledH |Bjus|iy Wepe:s Buipeed wdoo:g Aolsepn wdog:s jsepjealg ayeoued WeQQ:g
145 €l clL Lb oL 6 8

dnoio ERIINEIS
poddng 91a wdog:9 diysiopn @oei9 Aemebpry wdog:9

Buueyjes [EET ERIVSETS
snewwy o3 Ylepm Ajunwwo) spusii4 dnouig diysmoljleq Bunes iy diysiopy DNN alltrebpog weoo:6
Ao|lep x04 weQpo:LL Buipaaq wdpo:§ Kolsopn wdoe:s @aisni] wdog:9 uoIUNWIWOD
yA 9 14 € 4 8

Aepinjes

Aepsinyl

Aepsaupap

czoz Aenuer

Aepson|

JIN 3linebpog



Churcl ly News

Giving/Attendance Stats

DECEMBER
Week Attendance Offering
1 59 $4,279
2 71 $2,801
3 47 $2,507
Christmas Eve 32 & 58 $3,305
4 15 $307
12-31-22 n/a $12,501
Note about a former member’s
passing: My family were members
of your church some time ago (way
back in 2001) before moving to
Boise Idaho. | believe | was in one JANUARY
of the last groups to be confirmed
under Rev. Harr (so, quite a while 4 — Melissa Mulder
ago indeed!). This past Saturday 4 - Charlene Mingst
(Dec 3rd) my mother, Lynette, 9 - Bobbi Butteris
passed away in the hospital 10 - Steve Colden
surrounded by family. 12 - Dacotah Starr
19 — Edith Hunter
Warmest regards, 21 — Zach Tolzman
Neil Zablotowicz (son) and Mitchell 22 - Penny Edwards
(husband) 25 - Julie Udelhoven
28 - Judy Strutt
Please Pray for:
Mary Lou Oxnem, Pam Fingerson, Edna

Dunham, Jeff & Jackie Dux, lvy Wilson,
Mary Ellen Schultze, Zach Hickman, January Anniversary
Pastor Kristen Lowe, Walsh family

12 - Ron & Bobbi Butteris
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