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February 2023: Our Lenten Journey Begins

“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by
the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he
was famished. ” — Matthew 4:1-2

On February 22" at 6:30PM we will join with

| Plymouth Congregational UCC for an Ash Wednesday
| worship service, marking the beginning of the Lenten

| season. We will celebrate the sacrament of Communion
together and participate in the imposition of ashes.
During our last council meeting | was asked where the ashes come from
for this service.

They can be ordered from most Christian supply companies but
traditionally the dried palm branches that were used during the previous
year’s Palm Sunday service are burned and the resulting ashes are used
on Ash Wednesday. | am planning on doing that this year! In fact, we
sing a hymn during the service called “Sunday’s Palms Are Wednesday’s
Ashes” which reminds of the cyclical, yearly pattern of the Lenten
season.

While the 40 days of Lenten season (46 when you add in the Sundays)
move each year depending on the date of Easter Sunday, its purpose does
not change. The 40 days of Lent are meant to remind us of Jesus’ 40 days
in the wilderness. In these 40 days Jesus fasted and was tempted by the
devil. It prepared him for his earthly ministry. The Lenten season is a
time for us to prepare for the celebration of Easter. -

In addition to “giving up something” for Lent, this is often
a time when people may take on a new spiritual discipline
for the season. As a part of this Lenten season, | will be
leading a book study on Toward the Cross by Taylor Mills.




Books will be $10.00. There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex of
the church, or else you can also let me know that you are interested.
You’ll need to sign up by February 12t We will meet on Wednesday
evenings at 6:30PM in the chapel starting on March 1%. We will look at
one chapter each week when we meet.

Holy Week Super Sneak Preview

Before COVID-19 we had begun a tradition with the Plymouth UCC
Church of having a meal together before our Maundy Thursday
worship service. We are planning on bringing this tradition back! On
Thursday, April 6™ at 5:30PM we will be partnering for a meal of
soups and sandwiches at Plymouth UCC. We will make a determination
about who is bringing what soon. We will have the worship service
immediately after at 6:30PM. We are also planning on having a Good
Friday service at 6:30PM at Dodgeville UMC.

Christina’s Update...Update

When the newsletter was completed and submitted for January, the next
day Christina had to go back to the emergency room, this time for pain
related to a loose clamp on her bile duct. It’s very painful and required
an emergency surgery that took place the next day at St. Mary’s
Hospital in Madison. Since then, she has had time to recover and get
her energy back as she continues to get back into the rigors of fulltime
ministry. Please continue to pray for her in her recovery. We are hoping
for a much less hectic 2023!

~ Pastor Jim

January Attendance/Giving
Date In Person Facebook Vimeo Offering
1/1/22 31 24 9 $1,202
1/8/22 64 20 13 $3,647
1/15/22 41 $6,430
1/22/22 49 n/a n/a $1,141
1/29/22 n/a n/a n/a n/a




CHOIR NOTES

Because it has been a challenge to get tfogether on
Wednesday nights we will NOT rehearse on
February 15", We will rehearse at 8:00AM on the
Sundays that we sing: February 5™ and 19™. We
welcome new and/or returning members at any time.

I Trustee Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
| Feb 5, 8-11 dine in or drive thru I
| $10 |
I |
I |
I |
I |
I |
h----------------l
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH NEWS 7%{[,?‘ {
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The February meeting of United Women in Faith is scheduled for
Thursday, February 2" at 6:30PM in Fellowship Hall. Martha
Boyer will present the program and Deb Short will furnish
refreshments. Please know that all women are welcome to attend
our meetings. For more information about our organization visit
the website at uwfaith.org.

| Please pray: Theresa Stewart, Mary Lou Oxnem, Pam

| Fingerson, Edna Dunham, Jeff & Jackie Dux, vy Wilson,
\ Mary Ellen Schultze, Zach Hickman, Pastor Kristen Lowe,
Walsh family

....................................................................................................
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Wills and Memorials Committee:
The Wills and Memorials Committee will meet on
Thursday, February 16th at 1:30PM in the library.

Sasha’s Generosity

Scott tells a story about when a story about when his church
group visited Russia and he met a ten-year-old Russian orphan
named Sasha who, for some reason, latched on to him. Sasha
took Scott by the arm and led him through the orphanage,
showing off his room and the place he ate meals. All the while
Sasha’s eyes were filled with joy and laughter. In spite of the fact
that Scott spoke little Russian, and Sasha spoke no English,
they connected. As the church group prepared to depart, Sasha
sat beside Scott, pulled a silver ring from his finger, and held it
out for Scott to take. His eyes filled with tears and Scott spoke
the only Russian word | knew — “Nyet, nyet.” (No, no.) This
child, who had nothing in the world to call his own except this
ring, desperately wanted to give this ring to him. When asked
why Sasha wanted to give his only possession away, Sasha
responded through an interpreter, “Because | am so thankful
Scott came.” For Sasha, abundant joy, extreme poverty, and a
heart filled with gratitude overflowed in a wealth of generosity.

For many of us who have so much, we want more. We are not
thankful for what we have and always look for the “something
more.” And truth be told, it's never enough. What would happen
if, by God’s grace, our desire to gain more and have more could
be transformed by gratitude into a heartfelt desire to give more?
What would happen if in a spirit of gratitude, we spent as much
time figuring out ways to give as we spend figuring out how to
earn, have, and keep? Can you recall a time when you were
truly thankful despite negative circumstances? Can you recall a
time when someone who could least afford it gave you a
generous gift? What was it like? How did you respond?

Rev. Jason Mahnke,
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
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December
Tithing $25,895 93%
Fundraisers SO 0%
Building use $450 1%
Reimburse $1,280 5%
Other $300 1%
Total $27,927
December Income = $27,927
Building use
0%
Rembursei
5%
Personnel $8,761 63%
Service &
Outreach $2,067 15%
Property $2,904 21%
General $234 2%

Total Expenses $13,966

December Expenses = $13,966

Property General
21% 2%
Service &
Outreach Personnel

15% 63%
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YTD
Tithing $147,174 88%
Fundraisers $3,858 2%
Building Use $1,545 1%
Reimburse $8,729 5%
Other $6,489 4%
$167,795
Orer YTD Income = $167,795
Reimburse
5%
Building Use
1%
Tithing
88%

Personnel $101,449 63%

Service and

Outreach $24,585 15%

Property $32,717 20%

General $3,181 2%

Total Expenses $161,930

Year to Date Expenses =

$161,930
General
Property 2%
20%
Service and
Personnel

Outreach

15% 63%
(]
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

1 - Ron Symons

2 - Bonnie Oxnem
3 — David LaBelle
9 — Tom Harman
10 - Jeff Starr

19 - Dee Dochnahl
27 - Don Smith

28 - Carol Thomas

By HEY!

If you're special
day isn't listed
please email or call
and let us know!
office@dodgevilleu
mc.org or 608-935-
5451

Join us for Worship
Rev. Dr. Amanda Stein’s Installation as
District Superintendent!

When: Saturday, February 11 at 2pm
Where: First United Methodist Church
400 Doty St., Mineral Point

*Please check out the SW District of the Wisconsin UMC
Facebook page for more detailed information.
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