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Greetings Friends, 

     It’s harvest season. The restaurants are  

filled with pumpkin-spice flavored beverages of  

all kinds. Months of work for farmers and  

gardeners are finally paying off as farmers are in harvest 

season and gardeners are busy canning and freezing to 

preserve their garden bounty. 

    Gardening is something that I enjoy and have the utmost 

respect for our farmers! Without gardeners and farmers, 

the rest of us don’t eat. Each garden and farmer field 

begins with planting a seed. Growing crops and plants take a 

lot of work, nurturing, and care. 

     In the same way, our spiritual life requires much care 

and nurturing. We have to be willing to put in the work.  

Just as the largest plant begins with a tiny seed, our 

spiritual growth begins with small seeds planted in our life 

by the Holy Spirit. The seeds of faith may be sown by 

loving parents, faithful teachers, pastors, and friends. The 

Holy Spirit works within us before we even realize, drawing 

us into relationship with Jesus Christ. 

     However, God is not content to simply save us from our 

sin! God continues to work within us, bringing those seeds 

of faith into maturity. As we grow in our faith, we begin to 

look more and more like the people God calls us to be 

through His son Jesus Christ, in whose image we are 
 

 



 
  

created. As we talked about in our road trip series, Faith 

is a life-long journey. Our faith is nurtured by our time 

spent with our fellow Christians, prayer, worship, 

communion, music, and bible study. As our faith grows, our 

lives become fertile ground for the Spirit to produce a 

bountiful harvest of fruit. 

     My prayer for you is that God will continue to work 

within you so that you may grow more deeply in your love 

for God, and your relationship with God. I pray that we can 

all take to heart God’s commandment to “Love our neighbor 

as ourselves.” Pouring out God’s love, grace, and hope to 

others, and that your life will produce an abundant harvest 

for the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. 
 

God loves you, and so do I, 
 

Pastor Lorri McGranahan 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
  

Church Conference for Dodgeville/ 

Grace (Ridgeway) UMC 
Thursday, November 16th at 5:30PM 
Potluck in Fellowship Hall – Dodgeville UMC and meeting 

following at 6:00PM 

 

All members of both the  

Dodgeville and Grace churches  

are invited to this yearly meeting  

in which we will affirm our  

budget for 2024, approve church  

leadership, and review the reports  

of the church.  

  
 

 Giving/Attendance Stats - September 

Week Attendance Offering 

1 48 $3,259 

2 60 $3,003 

3 62 $1,039 

4 n/a n/a 
 

 

CHOIR NOTES 
 
The choir will not sing in the month of October  
but we will plan to sing on the first Sunday in  
November. We are in need of singers!!   If you  
sang in your high school choir and/or just  
enjoy singing please consider joining us. Our church has a 
history of having a choir and we are trying to keep that 
tradition in place. If you would like more information or have 
a question, please contact Charlene Mingst at  
608-935-5758.  
 

 



 
  

GOD’S ABUNDANCE 
Parker Palmer, a Quaker theologian, once told a story about 
abundance. Palmer was a passenger on a plane that pulled 
away from the gate, taxied to a remote corner of the field and 
stopped. You know the feeling: the plane stops and you look out 
the window and 
see that you’re not on the runway, the engines wind down and 
your heart sinks. The pilot came on the intercom and said, “I 
have some bad news and some really bad news. The bad news 
is there’s a storm 
front in the West, Denver is socked in and shut down. We’ve 
looked at the alternatives and there are none. So we’ll be staying 
here for a few hours. That’s the bad news. The really bad news 
is that we have no 
food and it’s lunch time.” Everybody groaned. Some passengers 
started to complain, some became angry. But then, Palmer said, 
one of the flight attendants did something amazing.  
 
She stood up and took the intercom mike and said, “We’re sorry, 
folks. We didn’t plan it this way and we really can’t do much 
about it. And I know for some of you this is a big deal. Some of 
you are hungry and were looking forward to a nice lunch. Some 
of you may have a medical condition and really need lunch. 
Some of you may not care one way or the other and some of you 
need to skip lunch. So, I’ll tell you what we’re going to do. I have 
a couple of bread baskets up here and we’re going to pass them 
around and I’m asking everybody to put something in the basket. 
Some of you brought a little snack along –something to tide you 
over – just in case something like this happened, some peanut 
butter crackers, candy bars. And some of you have a few 
LifeSavers or chewing gum or Rolaids. And if you don’t have 
anything edible, you have a picture of your children or spouse or 
girlfriend/boyfriend or a bookmark or a business card. Everybody 
put something in and then we’ll reverse the process. We’ll pass 
the baskets around again and everybody can take out what 
he/she needs. 
 
“Well,” Palmer said, “what happened next was amazing. The 
griping stopped. People started to root around in pockets and 
handbags, some got up and opened their suitcases stored in 



 
  

the overhead luggage racks and got out boxes of candy, 
salami, a bottle of wine. People were laughing and talking. 
She had transformed a group of people who were focused on 
need and deprivation into a community of sharing and 
celebration. She had transformed scarcity into a kind of 
abundance.” 
 
After the flight, which eventually did proceed, Parker Palmer 
stopped on his way off the plane – (deplaning), and said to 
her, “Do you know there’s a story in the Bible about what you 
did back there? It’s about Jesus feeding a lot of people with 
very little food.” 
 
“Yes,” she said. “I know that story. That’s why I did what I did.” 
Even amid what we think is scarcity, many time God has 
already given us what we need. 
 
Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 



 
  

 
 

PAINTING 

outside of 

handrails, back 

doors and 

above and 

below windows; 

and indoors 

around new 

windows is a gift 

to the church 

from the PEG 

TRANKLE Family. 

 

We sure do miss 

Peg and are so 

grateful to her 

family for this 

gift! 
  
 



 
 

August   

Tithing $8,756 99% 

Reimbursements $0 0% 

Other $130 1% 

Total  $8,886  

 

    

  
 
 
 
 
  
 

  

Tithing
99%

Reimbursements
0%

Other
1%

August Income = $8,886

Personnel
75%

Service & 
Outreach

15%

Property
10%

General
0%

August Expenses = $12,481

FINANCIAL

 
 

FINANCIAL 

Personnel $9,360 75% 
Service & 
Outreach $1,844 15% 

Property $1,204 10% 

General $74 0% 

Total Expenses $12,481  
 



   

 
   

   

   
   

 

  
 
 

   

 

 

 

   

Personnel $70,955 62% 
Service and 
Outreach $16,218 14% 

Property $24,990 22% 

General $2,626 2% 

Total Expenses $114,789   

 

 

   

   

   
 

 

 

 

 

Tithing
94%

Reimbursements
4%

Other
2%

YTD Income = $99,414

REPORT 

REPORT

 
 

FINANCIAL YTD   

Tithing $93,532 94% 

Reimbursements $4,166 4% 

Other $1,717 2% 

    

 $99,414  
 

 

Personnel
62%

Service and 
Outreach

14%

Property
22%

General
2%

Year to Date Expenses = 
$114,789



 
 

 

 
 

  

 

FALL RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE 
 
The annual United Women in Faith’s Fall Rummage/Bake 
Sale is scheduled for Friday, October 6th and Saturday, 
October 7th, 2023. The hours for the sale are: 8:00AM – 
4:00pm on Friday and 8:00AM-12:00AM on Saturday. The 
Bake Sale is to be held on Saturday morning only. The “Bag 
Sale” will be between the hours of 10:00AM-12:00PM on 
Saturday.  
  
The set-up dates are Monday, October 2nd  through 
Thursday, October 5th. Please bring items on Monday – 
Wednesday between the hours of 9:00AM-4:00PM and 
between 9:00-12:00 on Thursday. Because storage space 
is very limited—if at all possible, please wait to bring your 
items on the planned days.  
  
PLEASE DO NOT BRING: TVs, entertainment centers, 
computers, dehumidifiers, home-recorded VCR tapes or 
DVDs, stained or torn clothing, or inappropriate books, 
DVDs, or magazines. Please limit clothing donations to Fall 
& Winter only. 
  
Bake Sale items should be priced and can be brought in on 
Friday or early Saturday. If you like to bake please consider 
donating items for the bake sale. We will need many 
workers to help set-up and to work during the sale.  
Sign-up sheets are available in Fellowship Hall. Please sign 
up for a shift or two or call Charlene Mingst at 935-5758. (If 
you have a question about an item that you would like to 
donate please call that same number.)  
  
This annual fund-raiser helps the United Women in Faith 
meet our goals of mission on the local, state, national, and 
international levels, including supporting the general 
budget of our church. THANK YOU TO ALL WHO WILL 
WORK AND ALSO TO EVERYONE WHO DONATES ITEMS. 
 

 



  
Our annual UWinFaith Sunday celebration is scheduled for 
October 1st. The speaker for the service is UWF WI 
Conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator Linda Caprariello. 
We are excited to hear her message. We will be presenting 
one Special Mission Recognition Pin during the service to a 
very deserving member of our congregation.  
 
The Fall Rummage/Bake Sale is scheduled for Friday, October 
6th and Saturday, October 7th, with set-up dates starting after 
fellowship time on Sunday, October 1st and continuing through 
Noon on Thursday, October 5th. Please see more detailed 
information about this event on another page of this 
newsletter. 
 
Our regular UWinFaith meeting for this month is scheduled for 
Thursday, October 12th (note change of date) at 6:30PM in 
Fellowship Hall. Juanita Starr will present the program, our 
annual Pledge Service. Deb Short will bring refreshments. 
 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR HELPING HANDS FUND 
(Aluminum Can Recycle Funded) 

 
Dear United Methodist Church, 
In July of this year, your congregation made it possible for a young 
homeless couple to stay at the Super 8 in Platteville while housing 
was secured.  Not only did this donation provide refuge, more 
importantly it provided hope.  I am happy to say that the young man 
and woman were eventually able to get housing with Section 8 
support.  In their words, “Just letting you know things are going 
really good at our apartment and life in general!” 
 
Thank you for being a lifeline for this young couple! 
 
Sincerely,  
Monica Sella, SWCAP/MCOP 



 
  

All Church Fall Dinner 
There is a nip in the air today signaling that fall is on its way.  This also means 
that the DUMC Annual Fall Dinner will soon be here!   
The dinner will be held on Saturday, November 4, 2023 from 4:30 to 6:30 PM.  
Again, this year we will serve the meal in two ways:  you may come into 
Fellowship Hall to dine-in or pull up to the curb for drive-thru.   
The menu is Swiss Steak, mashed potatoes, corn, coleslaw, buns, and 
homemade apple crisp.  Water and silverware will be provided for the drive-
thru.  Milk and coffee will also be offered in Fellowship Hall.    
The price of the meal remains at $15 for everyone.   
Delivery is available to a Dodgeville address.  To arrange a delivery, call 608-
341-7303.   
 

Tickets will go on sale October 8.  They will be available before or after church 
and at the church office during office hours. 
 

We need lots of help!  We are looking for lots of willing hands and smiling 
faces! 

• On Friday a group of volunteers will be making coleslaw to serve 250 
people.   

• On Saturday morning volunteers will be needed to flour and fry the 
steak.  We will also package up buns, silverware, and coleslaw for the 
drive-thru. 

• Since we are serving the meal in two ways, on the night of the dinner 
MANY volunteers for a variety of jobs:  dining room setup, servers, 
waiters/waitresses, kitchen workers, runners, pie cutters, ticket 
takers, drive-up order fillers, and CLEANUP.   

• We are also asking our talented bakers to make Apple Crisp.   

• Another way you can help out is by donating money towards the 
purchase of the meat, vegetables, other food items, and supplies.  
Your generosity allows us to keep the cost of the meal at $15.   

 

Help us spread the word.  The food is delicious.  Please invite your family, 
friends, and neighbors to the DUMC Fall Dinner.  The money raised will go to 
support the Church ROOF PROJECT. 
   

Please join us!   
We have so much fun.  The camaraderie is outstanding. 

TOGETHER we can make this fundraiser a success! 
 

Thank you, 
The Planning Committee   (Bobbi, Deb, Jody, Dawn, Sandy, Edith, Mary J., 

Denise, Pastor Lorri) 

 



 
 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

7 – Jerry & Judi Whitford 
12 - Ben & Mary Berryman 
19 - Lois Leffler & David LaBelle 
19 - Mike & Renee Weber 
20 - James & Deb Short 
21- John & Lesley Houck 
22 – Sarah & Caleb Buroker 
25 -  Don & Dee Dochnahl 
 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

6 -  Dave Klusendorf 
6 -  Deb Short 
9 -  Ann Portzen 
11 - Judi Whitford 
13 - Jan Aschliman 
17 -  Tonia Puckett 
20 - Melody Farmer 
23 – Shianne Carroll 
30 - Renee Weber 
30 – Erika Hickman 
 

Please Pray:  Pam Fingerson, Edna Dunham, Jeff & 

Jackie Dux, Ivy Wilson, Zach Hickman, John Gevelinger 

and family, Patti Kersten, Theresa Stewart, Pam Pospichal 
 

WILLS AND 
MEMORIALS 
COMMITTEE 

 
The Wills and 
Memorials Committee 
will meet on Tuesday, 
October 17th, 2023 at 
1:30PM in the Church 
Library. One item of 
discussion will be the 
memorial service on 
Sunday, November 5th 
– All Saints Day. 
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