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Are you or someone
you know in need of
pastoral care? Would
you like a visit from
the pastor or a friend
from the church? Has
something changed in your life, and you would like to talk about
it? Call Pastor Lorri at 608-482-4088 or let the church office know
(608) 935 - 5451.

Fall has arrived! The weather
has started to get a little bit
chillier. The leaves are just
beginning to hint at change. y
Kids are preparing to go back to ‘,
school. Football preseason has !
started. There are new beginnings all around us! And the church
is no exception. On September 9™ we will kick off our fall program
year! Itis atime to celebrate as we get back into ministries that
took a break for the summer. Matthew 9:37-38 sums it up well.
“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.” There is a
harvest of people that need to be reached in our community, our
state, our country and our world. And while our churches are
smaller churches, we are big in hearts for God. The workers are
few, but we can make a huge difference! | am looking forward to
a year in ministry together. Let’s go, work the fields that God has
given us, and make disciples of Jesus Christ!

See you in Church!

Pastor Lorri




2"d Annual Advent by Candlelight to
4 Alven ’/‘1( TR he held on Saturday December 7th at
6 p.m. Mark your calendars for a
beautiful night of music, faith and

desserts. Below are pictures of last year’s event. Since this is a new
event, | would love to describe it a bit to you. A table host picks a
theme for their table and decorates it. It can be anything you
wish....angels, Christmas trees, trains, gingerbread
houses....anything! (last year we even had Cindy Lou Who table).
You also light your table by choosing candles of varying heights.
You then can invite 7 people to join you at your table, or people can
be added through a sign up sheet. Our whole room will be lit by
candles for a beautiful experience. We will then have a story of 9
lessons and Carols. Scriptures will be read, and we will listen to
beautiful music by talented musicians and sing carols as a group.
We will be served delicious desserts and drinks as we prepare our
hearts for Christmas. This is a favorite event of the Advent Season,
and | can’t wait to share it with you all again this year. | am looking
for 8 -10 table hosts willing to decorate a table and invite friends
and family and community members. If you are interested, please
contact Pastor Lorri.




We will have a carnival kickoff on Wednesday,
September 18" from 5:30-7 pm. This is a free
event and all children are welcome. We need
many hands to make this event a success, so
\ if you are able to help it would be greatly
appreciated! Sign-up sheets are in the fellowship hall. Sunday
school will begin on Sunday September 8" during the 9am service.
Are you willing to help with Sunday school on Sunday mornings on
a rotating schedule? Let the church office know, (608) 935 — 5451.

Oh the Places we will go this year as we launch

The
our fall programming on Sunday September 8™ Gospel
According

This will be a special Sunday, inspired by the
works of Dr. Suess. We will even have a special
Communion on this day! So many exciting things

to celebrate!l This will be a fwo-part sermon series,
examining the books "Oh the Places You'll 60", and "Green
Eggs and Ham". You won't want to miss these special
sermons, and this would be a great opportunity to invite your
friends and families with kids to enjoy the fun! See you in
churchl!

We will be participating in
Dodgeville’s t trunk or treat on
Saturday October 26" from 1-
3pm in the court house parking
lot. We are looking for people
to donate candy and trinkets to hand out to the kids. Here are just a
few ideas:

-Candy (no full-size candy bars) -Halloween or Fall Stampers
-Halloween or Fall stickers -Plastic rings
-Glow Sticks -Microwaveable popcorn

Please have all donations to the church office by Wednesday, Oct 23
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» This fall we have two opportunities for co-ed adult
LUCADO TS Study: Monday Nights or Wednesday

MORE mornings. We will be studying Max Lucado’s

Lo "More to Your Story". Together we will look at

AY® DI discovering our place in God’s plan. Study begins

X =B
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OR\ Monday September 9™ at 6pm and Wednesday
= September 11t at 10am.

DISCOVER

L YOUR PLACE IN
GOD’'S PLAN

Above us and around us God directs a grand
saga, written by his hand, orchestrated by his will,
unveiled according to his calendar. When you’re
part of this story, your life has purpose, you
recognize your value, and you discover your
unique path. In this six-session video-based study,
Max Lucado guides you through the events of the
New Testament to show you there’s more to your
story than you ever imagined.

Here is the latest update on what’s been
happening at the Dodgeville United
Methodist Church this summer:

s
The Trustees installed LED lights in the hallway and
kitchen and relocated two freezers. Painting of the
sanctuary walls will begin soon.

Carla Pustina will continue as the church’s Administrative
Assistant. New office hours will be 11:00 AM-3:00 PM on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.

The church paid $250 toward apportionments in June
and July, for a total of $500.

So far this year, $1,600 has been donated for a variety of
church-related expenses through the Giving Board.



CHOIR NOTES

The choir will be organizing soon for the fall/winter schedule —
please contact Charlene Mingst (608-935-5758) if you are
interested in singing!! We welcome new and/or returning

members at any time.

If one member
suffers, all suffer
together...

1 Corinthians 12:26

PLEASE PRAY:

Pam Fingerson, Edna
Dunham, lvy Wilson, Zach
Hickman, John Gevelinger
and family, Patti Kersten,
Theresa Stewart, Jane &
Ron Elwell, Kurt Hasburgh,
Lee Oxnem, Cathryn
Tredinnick, Lois Leffler, Kim
Roble, Chuck Schwab &
family, Mike Stanton,
Nichole Federman

Giving/Attendance Stats - August

Week Attendance Offering
1 44 $3,630
2 74 $3,740
3 Park service n/a
4 47 $3,701
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«United Women iy Faith Happenings

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to
attend any of these meetings and/or events. Questions may
be directed to Charlene Mingst or any
current member.

United Women in Faith:

The vision statement of the organization named United
Women in Faith — “Turning faith, hope, and love into action on
behalf of women, children, and youth around the world”.

Please join us at our September meeting on Thursday,
September 5" at 6:30PM in Fellowship Hall. We will have a
time of devotions followed by discussion and planning for Fall
Events; and food and fellowship around the table. During the
business meeting nominations for officers for 2025 will be
accepted.

It is not too late to register for the SW District Annual Gathering
scheduled for Saturday, September 14" at Portage UMC. This
gathering will celebrate all the ways UWF continues to be
involved in Missions, including local, Conference, and National
Mission institutions. Please see Charlene Mingst or Martha
Boyer for a registration form if you are interested—registration
is due September 3.

Upcoming events include:

e United Women in Faith Sunday Celebration —
September 22

e Fall Rummage Sale — set-up October 14-17, Sale dates
Friday, October 18 and Saturday, October 19.

e SW District Day of Enrichment — Saturday, November
9" held at our church (we will be preparing morning
refreshments and lunch for this event).



RUMMAGE

FALL RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE g !J

FOR CHARITY
The annual United Women in Faith’s Fall Rummage/Bake
Sale is scheduled for Friday, October 18" and Saturday,
October 19™. The hours for the sale are: 8:00AM — 4:00PM
on Friday and 8:00AM-Noon on Saturday. The Bake Sale is
to be held on Saturday morning only. The “Bag Sale” will be
between the hours of 10:00AM-Noon on Saturday.

The set-up dates are Monday, October 14" through
Thursday, October 17th. Please bring items on those dates
between the hours of 9:00AM-4:00PM Monday — Wednesday
and between 9:00-Noon on Thursday. Because storage
space is very limited—if at all possible, please wait to bring
your items on the planned days.

PLEASE DO NOT BRING: TVs, pianos, entertainment
centers, computers, dehumidifiers, home-recorded VCR
tapes or DVDs, stained or torn clothing, or inappropriate
books, DVDs, or magazines. Please limit clothing donations
to Fall and Winter only.

Bake Sale items should be priced and can be brought in on
Friday or early Saturday. If you like to bake, please
consider donating items for the bake sale. There are a lot of
people who look forward to buying homemade baked items.

We will need many workers to help set-up and to work
during the sale.

Sign-up sheets will be available later in the month. Please
sign up for a shift or two or call Charlene Mingst at 608-935-
5758. (If you have a question about an item that you would
like to donate please call that same number.)

This annual fund-raiser helps the United Women in Faith
meet our goals of mission on the local, state, national, and
international levels, including supporting the general fund
of our church. THANK YOU TO ALL WHO WILL WORK AND
ALSO TO EVERYONE WHO DONATES ITEMS.



BIRTHDAYS

8 - Brinley Miles

10 - Nina Buroker

13 — John Oxnem

15 - Doug Digman
16 - Nancy Mortimer
19 - Terry Edwards
23 — Akayla Schultze
24 - Anthony Butteris
27 - Louise Price

29 - Sandra Alexander
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SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

7 - Chip & Peggy Forrest

15 - Terry & Penny Edwards
15 — John & Bonnie Oxnem




The Church's Need to Receive or the Giver's Need to Give?

When | was first learning about stewardship early in my ministry,
| heard someone say, “Good stewardship practices focus on the
giver’s need to give, rather than the church’s need for money.”
At the time, | didn’t buy it. To my cynical ears, it sounded like a
line. Today (many years later), | can say that | was wrong.

We love our churches. We want them to thrive and succeed.
They are near and dear to our hearts. So when the churches
faces financial challenges, we want to plead with people how
important it is to keep the ministries of our beloved church going.
We need to pay the bills. Throw in the anxiety that surrounds
any financial topic, we may want to push the point.

The truth is the church’s mission isn’t to keep existing. In fact,
we love our churches because of the ways God has touched our
lives through them —ceremonies and rituals, helping us grow in
faith and connection. Likewise, a church’s teaching about faithful
stewardship should be centered on helping people learn about
the place of money in a Christian’s walk of faith. It's about
discipleship and partnering with God to make a positive
difference in the world — whether people do that by being
generous with the church or other organizations. (Note: | do
believe people who are generous as a part of their faith include
the church in their generosity if the church is faithfully living out
its mission.)

Tithing benefits the giver as much as it strengthens the mission
and ministry of the church — especially in the midst of our
materialistic and consumerist society. We are immersed in a
culture that feeds the appetite for more and bigger and that
fosters that self-worth is found in material wealth and happiness
comes by possession. As one person once said, “We buy things
we don’t even need with money we don’t even have to impress
people we don’t even know!”

At the root, these are spiritual problems, leading to continued
discontent, discouragement, and unhappiness. We can never
earn enough to be happy. In fact, studies have shown that



people believe all they need is more money to be happy,
when in reality, an academic study concluded that money can
only boost happiness up to a certain point (at about $75,000
in annual income). Practices like embracing gratitude do lead
to more contentment. For instance, consider making a list of
the things in your life for which you are grateful. It doesn’t
have to be long or take much time. Taking time to focus on
what you have rather than concentrating on what you don’t
can be transformative.

Beyond embracing gratitude, consider the following
guestions:

* How does living generously help you see the world through
God'’s eyes?

* How is your own perspective shaped by materialism,
acquisition, and the desire to possess? How is it shaped by
the wisdom of God? How do you resolve tensions?

Rev. Jason Mahnke
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation



July

Tithing
Reimbursements
Other

Total

$7,940
$1,250
$392

$9,582

July Income = $9,582

Reimbursements
13%

Other
4%

Personnel $8,600
Service &

Outreach $250
Property $2,549
General $220
Total Expenses $11,816

73%

2%
22%
2%

July Expenses = $11,816

Property
22%

Service &
Outreach
2%

General
2%

Personnel
73%




Report

YTD
Tithing $73,458 87%
Reimbursements $8,200 10%
Building Use $500
Other $293
$84,858
Other YTD Income = $84,858

Building Use
1%

Reimbursements
10%

Personnel $54,112 62%
Service and
Outreach $3,463 4%
Property $19,443 22%
General $1,586 2%
Total Expenses $87,401

General

Expenses = $87,401

Property
22%

2%

Service &

Outreach
4% Personnel
62%
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