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My beloved Friends in Christ,  
  
When I once taught children a Christmas musical,  

The Mighty Messengers’ Big Adventure, I enjoyed  

the lines in the play. One of them is about Mary’s talk with a 

stable boy as follows: 
     
Boy: They (Mary and Joseph) shouldn’t have to sleep in a 

stable. It’s just not fair! Why doesn’t God answer our prayers!  

Everything will be different when the Messiah comes. Can’t 

He see we’re tired of waiting?  

Mary: Boy, come sit down while I rest. I have some good news 

that should cheer you up, and it’s about the Messiah. He is 

Here!  
 

Yes! Every Christmas tells us, reminds us,  that Christ Jesus 

is here. No matter where we are, whether we are on earth or 

in heaven, and no matter what situation we are in, Christ 

Jesus, our Lord, is here with us now. This is Good News of 

Christmas! 

  

I received the poem below a few years ago when my family 

and I experienced many losses in just 4 months’ time that 

year. This has been a year of loss and struggle for so many 

different reasons for people, I wanted to share it here. I 

keep it in my Bible. Since then, I often read the poem when I 

meditate on the words of God. It is “Christmas in Heaven,” 

written by an unknown author. I especially like the last two  

           
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sentences, “let your hearts be joyful and let your spirits sing.. 

. .I’m walking with the King.” Let us celebrate the birth of our 

Lord and the salvation He gives to humankind. Let us joyfully 

give thanks to Him, who is here with us always. Let us be 

happy and grateful. We have Jesus!  

 

Merry Christmas!   
 

Pastor Lorri McGranahan 

Pastor Lorri McGranahan 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Service  

 
Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Will be held at 4:00PM 

 

 

 
       

CHOIR NOTES 
The choir will rehearse on Wednesday, December 4th at 

6:00PM. We will sing on Sunday, December 8th and 

Sunday, December 22nd and will rehearse at 8:00AM on 

those Sundays. We will also sing at the Christmas Eve 

Service that is scheduled at 4:00PM – we will rehearse at 

approximately 3:15PM before the service. We welcome 

new and/or returning members at any time.  
 

 

 

Sunday School 
Children’s 
Christmas 
Program 

 
Will be December 
15th during worship 

 
Costumes will be 
available that day. 

 
Please have your 
children at church 

by 8:50AM. 



 

 

  

PLEASE PRAY 
Pam Fingerson, Edna Dunham, Ivy Wilson, Zach Hickman, 
John Gevelinger and family, Patti Kersten, Theresa Stewart, 
Jane & Ron Elwell, Kurt Hasburgh, Lee Oxnem, Lois Leffler, 

Chuck Schwab & family, Mike Stanton,  
Ron Weagle, Grace Stewart 

 

THE FALL DINNER WAS A RESOUNDING SUCCESS! 

 

Annually the DUMC church serves an outstanding meal in the fall.  

This year was no exception! We had a record number of people who  

volunteered in so many ways.   

It was wonderful to be in the church  

working alongside each and every one of you.   

Although our hands were busy, we had fun  

socializing and laughing with each other. We offered  

both a drive-thru and dine-in option. It was wonderful  

to see so many people coming into the Fellowship  

Hall to enjoy the meal. At times it was standing room  

only! We also delivered quite a few meals. The success of the dinner is 

the direct result of LOTS of people pitching in and working hard. 

Thanks to YOUR efforts and donations, over $5,000 was raised. 

THANK YOU one and all! 

 

With much appreciation, 

 

The Planning Committee 

 

 
 

 

Our Annual Church Charge Conference 
 

Will be held here at DUMC on  
Sunday, December 15th  

at 3:30PM 



 

  

United Women in Faith: 
Our unit of United Women in Faith will meet  

on Thursday, December 5th at 6:30PM in  

Fellowship Hall. This is our annual Christmas 

celebration and pot-luck dinner. Please bring a recipe 

for the dish that you bring; and if the recipe has a 

family story connected to it, please be ready to share 

that story around the table. Hope to see you there. 

 

 

Church Directory Update 

As a new year approaches, the church will be updating the DUMC 

Members & Friends Directory for 2025. Please send any requests for 

changes or additions to your address, phone, email, or photo by calling 

the church office at 608-935-5451 or email carla@dodgevilleumc.org 

by December 31, 2024. An updated directory will be available  

for pick-up at the church in January.  

 

Compassionate Friends 

Candlelight Program 
 

Will be held Sunday, December 8th  

at 6:00PM at DUMC 

 

We will share the memory of our children with 

parents, siblings & friends.  Music, poems and a 

light lunch will follow.  Any concerns please call 

608-574-5718 
 

mailto:carla@dodgevilleumc.org


 

 

 

 
  

5 - Mylee Mulder   
8 - Mary Terrill 
12 - Denise Tolzman  
14 - James Short 
17 – Ivy Wilson 
 
 

Giving/Attendance Stats 

Week Attendance Offering 

November 

1 76 $3,296 

2 54 $3,296 

3 53 $4,361 

4 49 $2,805 

 

“Christmas Giving Opportunities” 
 

We are collecting gifts for the residents of local  
Nursing Homes. Gift ideas include: Body Lotion,  
Shampoo, Body Wash, Toothpaste/ 
Toothbrushes, Perfume/aftershave, Deodorant  
(men/women), Larg print, word search books (not pocket 
size), Stamps, $10 Gift cards to Walmart, Women’s pen-
shaped facial razors (battery operated), If you might be willing 
to purchase some of these items that will be presented as gifts 
for the residents, you can bring those items to the church (and 
put them under the tree). You can purchase as much as you 
would like. The deadline is for these gifts is December 14th.  
Please do not wrap your items. 

 
 

20 – Mary Wilson  
22 – Robin Digman  
22 – Dawn Van Epps 
29 – Mary Lou Oxnem 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARY 
31 – Art & Margaret Humbert 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

 



 

November   

Tithing $11,359 61% 

Reimbursements $1,250 7% 

Fundraiser $5,018 27% 

Other $959 5% 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tithing
82%

Reimbursements
7%

Fundraiser
27%

Other
5%

November Income = $18,586

Personnel
74%

Service & 
Outreach

3%

Property
22%

General
1%

November Expenses = $12,398

Financial  

 

Personnel $8,744 71% 
Service & 
Outreach $572 5% 

Property $3,078 25% 

General $4 0% 

Total Expenses $12,398  
   
Service & 
Outreach $1,681 13% 

Property $2,853 22% 

General $58 1% 

Total Expenses $12,892  
 



 

YTD   

Tithing $112,605 82% 

Reimbursements $13,200 10% 

Fundraiser $6,941 5% 

Building Use $2,103 2% 

Other $1,909 1% 

 $136,758  

 

Personnel $99,702 73% 
Service and 
Outreach $5,230 4% 

Property $30,431 22% 

General $1,735 1% 

Total Expenses $137,098  

 

Tithing
82%

Reimbursements
10%

Fundraiser
5%

Building 
Use
2%

Other
1% YTD Income = $136,758

Personnel
73%

Service & 
Outreach

4%

Property
22%

General
1%

YTD Expenses = $137,098
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