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April 2025: Giving It Up for Lent: g
A Time of Reflection and Renewal

As we approach the season of Lent, we are invited
into a sacred period of reflection, repentance, and renewal. Lent,
the 40 days leading up to Easter, is traditionally a time when
Christians “give up” certain comforts or habits to draw closer to
God. It is a powerful opportunity to examine our hearts and lives,
to reorient ourselves toward what truly matters, and to deepen our
faith.

The idea of giving something up for Lent is not just about self-
denial for the sake of sacrifice. Instead, it's about clearing space
in our lives for God to speak. In a world filled with distractions, it's
easy to lose sight of what is truly important. By giving up
something—whether it's a particular food, a bad habit, or even a
form of entertainment—we take intentional steps to free ourselves
from those things that may be hindering our spiritual growth. This
act of surrender allows us to make room for God's presence, to
listen to His voice, and to grow in grace.

But the challenge of Lent is not simply in what we give up. It's also
about what we give to God in return. The key is not to focus solely
on the loss of a favorite treat or indulgence but to use that space
to create something more meaningful. The time and energy we
would have spent on our usual distractions can now be redirected
toward prayer, Scripture reading, acts of service, or simply sitting
in quiet contemplation. We replace what was once empty with
something that fills us spiritually.

Lent is an opportunity to align our lives with the example of Jesus,
who fasted for 40 days in the wilderness before beginning His



public ministry. His sacrifice was not just for His own benefit,
but to demonstrate His total dependence on God, to experience
the full weight of human temptation, and to model for us the
path of humility and obedience. As we follow in His footsteps,
we are reminded that spiritual growth often comes through
discipline, sacrifice, and intentional focus.

While the external act of giving up something is important, it is
ultimately the internal transformation that matters most. The
goal of Lent is not merely to endure a period of self-denial but to
emerge on Easter Sunday with hearts that are more attuned to
God’s will, more filled with gratitude for His grace, and more
eager to serve Him with renewed devotion.

So, as you continue in this season of Lent, | encourage you to
prayerfully consider what you might give up—not out of
obligation, but as a way to draw nearer to God. Whether it's a
small comfort or a significant change, let it be a reminder that
God is calling you into a deeper relationship with Him. Let this
season be one of personal growth, spiritual awakening, and a
heart that is fully devoted to Christ.

As we give it up for Lent, may we find that we are giving more
to God than we ever imagined—more space for His presence,
more time for His Word, and more love for His people. Let this
Lenten journey be one of transformation, as we walk with Christ
toward the joy and victory of Easter.

In the hope and grace Christ offers us,

~ Pastor Lorri

Date Attendance Offering
3/2 47 $1,794
3/9 56 $4,863

3/16 58 $1,599

3/23 53 $1,536

3/30 n/a n/a




Holy Week Services

HOLY WEEK

e Maundy Thursday Service—
April 17t 6:00 PM at
DuUMC

e Good Friday — April 18" at 6:00 PM at Plymouth UCC
e Easter Sunday — April 20t at 7:30AM at Linden UMC

e Easter Sunday — April 20" at 9:00AM at Dodgeville UMC

LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE - NOISY CAN

Every Sunday we pass around a “Noisy Can”
in addition to our regular offering. Money
received in March/April will support UMCOR.

THE FUTURE OF
OUR CHURCH

ALL-CHURCH MEETING & POTLUCK
April 6th @ 10:00AM

G Podgevile
CHURCH




PLEASE PRAY:

Edna Dunham, vy Wilson, Zach Hickman, Gevelinger family,
Theresa Stewart, Jane & Ron Elwell, Mike Stanton, Ron
Weagle, Grace Stewart, Dennis Benson, Rod Sparling, Art
Humbert, Martha Boyer

LOVE DODGEVILLE
Sunday, May 4, 1:00-5:00PM

A sign up sheet to provide cookies
Will be in the narthex.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
- The Trustees will be offering breakfast again
%\\; on Sunday, April 13" from 8-11AM. Adults
me - $10; Child age 10 and under $5; Family $25.
Thank you for supporting this fundraiser!

CHOIR NOTES

- . LG, 7
The choir is scheduled to sing on Palm p }f
Sunday - April 13" and Easter Sunday -

April 20™. We will rehearse at 8:00AM on those
Sundays. We welcome new and "returning” members
at any time. Please join us!!

WILLS AND MEMORIALS COMMITTEE MEETING

The Wills and Memorials Committee O O O

will meet on Tuesday, April 15" at |
1:30PM in the Church Library. ”’




UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

Our unit of United Women in Faith will meet on Thursday, April
3" at 6:30PM in Fellowship Hall. Martha Boyer will lead the
annual “Call to Prayer and Self-Denial” program.

Also, we need everyone’s help during the first week of April
as we set-up for the Spring Rummage/Bake Sale. Set-up dates
are Monday, March 315t — noon Thursday, April 3. Sale dates
are Friday, April 4" and Saturday, April 51". Please see another
page of this newsletter for the details and please add your
names to the sign-up sheets in Fellowship Hall.

Conference and District Events in April

The annual UWF WI Conference Social Action Day is
scheduled for Saturday, April 12, This is a Zoom event from
9:00AM — Noon. This year’s theme is “For Love and Grace-
Resisting Oppression and Hate” — Opening our Doors to ALL
God’s Children. The speakers and their topics are: Rev. Dr.
Israel Alvaran — “Becoming an Inclusive Community” and Dr.
Sherry Warren — “God’s Beloved and Diverse Children”. Please
see Charlene Mingst for registration information.

The annual SW District UWF Spiritual Growth Retreat is
scheduled for Saturday, April 26" — an “in-person” event hosted
by the Lancaster UWF at the Lancaster UMC. The theme is
“Finding Our Roots in Restoration Ecology”. Robin Kelby, the
SW District Lay Leader is the Retreat Leader. Registration will
begin at 8:30AM and conclude with lunch (served at the
church) at 1:00PM. There is a registration fee of $18.00 that is
due April 9™, Please see Charlene Mingst for a registration
form.




SPRING RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE

The annual United Women in Faith’s Spring Rummage/Bake
Sale is scheduled for Friday, April 4th and Saturday, April
5. The hours for the sale are: 8:00AM — 4:00PM on Friday
and 8:00AM-Noon on Saturday. The Bake Sale is to be held
on Saturday morning only. The “Bag Sale” will be between
the hours of 10:00AM-Noon on Saturday.

The set-up dates are Monday, S
March 31° through Thursday, April 3. (y// [\ N!
Please bring items on those dates D g
between the hours of 9:00AM-4.00PM ‘ i
Monday — Wednesday and between P ";ﬁ&? s
9:00-Noon on Thursday. Because storage space is very
limited—if at all possible, please wait to bring your items on
the planned days.

PLEASE DO NOT BRING: TVs, pianos, entertainment
centers, computers, dehumidifiers, home-recorded VCR
tapes or DVDs, stained or torn clothing, or inappropriate
books, DVDs, or magazines. Please limit clothing donations
to Spring and Summer only.

Bake Sale items should be priced and can be brought in on
Friday or early Saturday. If you like to bake, please
consider donating items for the bake sale. There are a lot
of people who look forward to buying homemade baked
items.

We will need many workers to help set-up and to work
during the sale.

Sign-up sheets will be available later in the month. Please
sign up for a shift or two or call Charlene Mingst at 608-935-
5758. (If you have a question about an item that you would
like to donate please call that same number.)

This annual fund-raiser helps the United Women in Faith
meet our goals of mission on the local, state, national, and
international levels, including supporting the general fund
of our church. THANK YOU TO ALL WHO WILL WORK AND
ALSO TO EVERYONE WHO DONATES ITEMS.




Financial Report

February Income = $8,984
Building Use
5%

Reimbursements
14%

February

Tithing $7,193 80%
Reimbursements $1,250 14%
Building Use $446 5%
Other

February Expenses = $14,426

General
2%

Property
35%
Personnel

57%

Service &
Outreach
5%

Personnel $8,407 57%
Service &

Outreach $735 5%
Property $5,061 35%
General $223 2%

Total Expenses $14,426




Other YTD Income = $22,286

o0
Building Use
3%

Reimbursements
11%

YTD
Tithing 518,821 84%
Reimbursements $2,500 11%
Building Use S746 3%

Other $219 1%

$22,286

Year to Date Expenses = $28,988

General
1%
Property
31%
Personnel
Service and 59%
Outreach
8%
Personnel $17,283 59%
Service and
Outreach $2,385 8%
Property $8,892 31%
General $428 1%

Total Expenses $28,988
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
5 - Kevin Kirschbaum
9 - Chip Forrest

16 — Rose Hickman
17 — Ben Berryman
17 — Lana Dobson
18 - Peggy Forrest
22 - Mike Weber

25 - Jan Kirschbaum
27 — Brittany Gevelinger
27 - Scott Tolzman M
ALA\
«e «e & «e «s & «e «s «

8 - Ron & Julie Symons
11 - Doug & Robin Digman
11 — Jeff & Jackie Dux




