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Facebook or social media, giving up coffee or soda.  Sometimes it entails 

taking ON a better habit: walking every day, drinking more water, going 

to the gym. And there are plenty of other “good habit” routines on offer 

this time of year: Have you seen the 40 days, 40 items to declutter your 

home, praying for someone every day for these 40 days, without them 

knowing. Prayer journals, prayer challenges, Bible reading plans etc. So 

just like with New Year’s resolutions, we begin Lent with good 

intentions, and then as the days go on, we forget, or we are so busy we 

don’t make time for whatever it was we were going to start. Then there 

are some who view Lent as just another thing to get through, just another 

thing I have to check off my to do list for 40 days and I can say I got it 

done. Many are already feeling like they have too much on your plate 

and adding in one more thing “Lent” is not something we have time for 

and then we fall away from whatever it was we were going to give up or 

what we were going to start.  

 

So, what is the whole idea of giving something up or starting something 

new? For us as Christians, this practice is intended to make space in our 

lives for more of God. Or to take on something that will bring us closer 

to God.  Lent is designed to be an intense time of self-reflection and 

spiritual growth. It is a time we are reminded that Jesus spent 40 days in 

the wilderness following his baptism, described in the gospels as a time 

of trial and testing. Lent is a time to remove those daily distractions in 

our lives, that keep us from focusing on and growing closer to Jesus. Or, 

to put it in the words of Jesus in scripture where are our hearts? In this  

 

 

 

Hi Friends! 

It is hard to believe we are just about to start the season 

of Lent. We start a 40-day period of time, not including 

Sundays, leading up to Easter.  Many of us give up 

certain things for the forty days of Lent, and doing so 

can be a very beneficial thing for us. Often it will be the 

giving up of a bad habit, likely having something to do 

with a healthier lifestyle - giving up chocolate, giving up 



 

  

Season of Lent we will be looking at a sermon series called “Giving 

it Up.” I pray this Lenten season can be a time of reflection and 

spiritual growth. Let us grow closer to God and come together as 

one in the Body of Christ, a journey that I pray continues well past 

the days of Lent! 

In the peace and hope that Christ offers us, 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Lorri McGranahan 
 

I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

From whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named. 

That He would grant you according to the riches of His glory 

To be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man 

That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith 

That you being rooted and grounded in love 

May be able to comprehend with all the saints 

 

What is the width, what is the length, what is the depth and height 

To know the love of Christ which passes knowledge 

That you may be filled with all the fullness of God 

 

THAT YOU MAY BE FILLED WITH ALL THE FULLNESS OF 

GOD 

 
Ephesians 3:14-19 

Ecumenical Ash Wednesday Service 

Grace Lutheran Church 

March 5
th
 at 6:30PM 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

         

  
 

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend 
the following events. 

 
United Women in Faith will meet on Thursday, March 6th at 
6:30PM in Fellowship Hall. We will be making preparations for 
the World Day of Prayer service to be held at 1:00 PM on 
Friday, March 7th. We have sent invitations to several churches 
in Dodgeville and the surrounding communities. We are hoping 
for a good crowd. Everyone is invited; please join us.  
 
Looking ahead to April – the annual Spring Rummage and 
Bake Sale is scheduled for Friday, April 4th from 8:00 AM to 
4:00 PM and Saturday, April 5th from 8:00 AM – Noon. Set-up 
will begin on Monday, March 31st between the hours of 9 AM to 
4 PM and continue through noon on Thursday, April 3rd. Please 
look for more information regarding donations on a different 
page of this newsletter.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Hosted by the Dodgeville United Women in Faith 
This year’s program was written by the World Day of Prayer  
Committee of the Cook Islands. The theme is: 
I Made You Wonderful - Psalm 139:14 
Please join us and bring a friend! 
Refreshments will be served after the program. 
 

 



  

Please Pray: 
 

Edna Dunham, Ivy Wilson, Zach Hickman, John 
Gevelinger and family, Patti Kersten, Theresa Stewart, 

Jane & Ron Elwell, Lois Leffler, Chuck Schwab & family, 
Mike Stanton, Ron Weagle, Grace Stewart 

 

March Birthdays 

 
5 – Maeve Nelson 
7 – Rachel Dees 
7 – Megan Greenfield   
7 – Julia Harman  
15 – Jonathon Butteris 
25 – Byron Buroker 
27 – Jesse Biddick 

 

 

Church Family News

TRUSTEE’S PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

FUNDRAISER 
 

March 9th, 8:00-11:00AM 

 

Options for:  Dine in, carry-out, or delivery 
 

Adults: $10.00 – Child 10 & Under: $5.00 

Family: $25.00 



 

  

 
SPRING RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE 2025 
 

The annual United Women in Faith’s Spring 
Rummage/Bake Sale is scheduled for Friday, April 4th and 
Saturday, April 5th. The hours for the sale are: 8:00AM – 
4:00PM on Friday and 8:00AM-Noon on Saturday. The 
Bake Sale is to be held on Saturday morning only. The 
“Bag Sale” will be between the hours of 10:00AM-Noon on 
Saturday.  
  
The set-up dates are Monday, March 31st through 
Thursday, April 3rd. Please bring items on those dates 
between the hours of 9:00AM-4:00PM Monday – 
Wednesday and between 9:00-Noon on Thursday. 
Because storage space is very limited—if at all possible, 
please wait to bring your items on the planned days.  
  
PLEASE DO NOT BRING: TVs, pianos, entertainment 
centers, computers, dehumidifiers, home-recorded VCR 
tapes or DVDs, stained or torn clothing, or inappropriate 
books, DVDs, or magazines. Please limit clothing 
donations to Spring and Summer only. 
  
Bake Sale items should be priced and can be brought in 
on Friday or early Saturday. If you like to bake, please 
consider donating items for the bake sale. There are a lot 
of people who look forward to buying homemade baked 
items.  
 
We will need many workers to help set-up and to work 
during the sale.  
Sign-up sheets will be available later in the month. Please 
sign up for a shift or two or call Charlene Mingst at 608-
935-5758. (If you have a question about an item that you 
would like to donate please call that same number.)  
  
This annual fund-raiser helps the United Women in Faith 
meet our goals of mission on the local, state, national, and 
international levels, including supporting the general fund 
of our church. THANK YOU TO ALL WHO WILL WORK 
AND ALSO TO EVERYONE WHO DONATES ITEMS. 

 
 

 



  
Maximize Your Financial Contribution to the Church 
 

By Terry Edwards, Church Council Chairman 
 
Every month at the Dodgeville United Methodist Church council 
meeting we thoroughly review our church finances.  We are so 
thankful for the dedicated members who do their very best within 
their personal budget to generously remember the church.  I can 
assure you that the finance committee and council work hard to 
make sure your donation is wisely spent and that expenses are 
kept to a minimum.  
 
We have been brainstorming each month for ways we can improve 
financially and how members may be able to maximize their 
financial contribution.  At our last meeting we discussed the power 
of a “Qualified Charitable Distribution” or QCD.  A QCD is a way for 
people with an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) to donate 
money directly from the IRA to a qualified charity. (Our church is a 
qualified charity.)   
 
Simply put, if you have a traditional IRA, you have not yet paid 
income tax on that money. QCD donations can begin when an 
individual reaches age 70 ½.  At the age of 73, the IRS requires 
you to begin taking minimum distributions out of your account and 
the money will be taxed.  However, if you take money from the IRA 
and donate it directly to a qualified charity that money is not 
taxable. 
 
For example, if you’re in the 12% federal tax bracket and 5% state 
tax bracket and you withdraw $5,000 for your personal use, you’ll 
owe $850 in taxes, leaving you with $4,150.  However, if you 
instead direct that $5,000 as a QCD to the Dodgeville United 
Methodist Church, you owe $0 in taxes, and the full $5,000 goes to 
our church budget. 
 
If you consider a QCD, you should consult your financial advisor.  
However, it could be a way to increase your donation to the church 
without increasing your out-of-pocket expense.  It’s almost like 
magic!  Again, we are thankful for your support and will try to have 
more articles with more tips in the future. 
 



 

January   

Tithing $11,628 82% 

Reimbursements $1,250 9% 

Fundraiser $865 6% 

Other $405 3% 

Total  $14,148   

  

   

   

   
 

 
 
 
 
    
   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

Tithing
82%

Reimbursements
9%

Other
3%

January Income = $14,148

Personnel $8,876 61% 
Service & 
Outreach $1,650 11% 

Property $3,831 26% 

General $205 1% 

Total Expenses $14,562  
 

 

Personnel
74%Service & 

Outreach
3%

Property
22%

General
1%

January Expenses = $14,562



 

   

CHOIR NOTES 

 

The choir will be singing on Sunday,  
March 2nd and Sunday, March 16th and  
possibly on the 30th. We will rehearse at  
8:00 AM on the Sundays that we sing. We welcome 
new and returning members at any time!  

 

UW in FAITH 

Rummage/Bake Sale 

Coming  

           April 4 & 5 
 

 

 

Date Attendance Offering 

2/4/24 53 $1,561 

2/11/24 12 $3,506 

2/18/24 31  $2,001 

2/25/24 58 $2,809 

 

New 2025 Directories 
are available in the 
narthex.  Please be 
sure to pick one up!   

Perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for 

fear of punishment, and this shows that we have 

not fully experienced his perfect love. We love each 

other because he loved us first. 
  

If someone says, “I love God,” but hates a fellow 

believer, that person is a liar; for if we don’t love 

people we can see, how can we love God, whom we 

cannot see?  
1 John 18-20 
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