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"Seasons of Growth – Staying Rooted 

                 in Christ" 

 

"As long as the earth endures, seedtime and  

harvest... will never cease." – Genesis 8:22 (NIV) 

 

As we step into the seasons of spring and summer, 

we witness God’s creation coming alive all around us—

flowers blooming, trees budding, and longer days 

filled with light and warmth. These seasons remind 

us of renewal, growth, and the faithful rhythm God 

has built into the world. They are a beautiful 

reflection of His promise in Genesis 8:22, that there 

will always be a time for planting and a time for 

harvest. 

 

Spring and summer often bring a different pace to 

life—vacations, weekend trips, and time outdoors. 

While rest and recreation are God-given blessings, 

let’s not allow them to disconnect us from the 

spiritual growth that comes through regular worship, 

fellowship, and service. 
 

 

 



 

  

Hebrews 10:24-25 urges us, "And let us consider 

how we may spur one another on toward love and 

good deeds, not giving up meeting together... but 

encouraging one another—all the more as you see 

the Day approaching." Staying involved with your 

church community helps you remain grounded and 

growing, even during busy or relaxed seasons. 

Whether it’s attending Sunday services, or 

volunteering and staying active in other 

ministries, these moments keep us spiritually 

nourished and connected. 

 

Just like gardens need tending in the summer 

heat, so do our souls. Let’s be intentional about 

keeping our faith alive, vibrant, and fruitful in 

every season. This spring and summer, may we 

continue to grow together in Christ and be a 

church that blossoms in love, service, and unity. 

Grace and peace, 

 

Pastor Lorri 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Finances - Deb Short, Chair of the Finance Committee, stated that 

tithing is the largest source of income for the church. The DUMC 

receives $1,250 each month from the Linden UMC as reimbursement 

for services provided by Pastor Lorri. Building usage fees/donations 

are another source of income. Most expenses are set amounts, 

including salaries, benefits, insurance, and utilities. Apportionments 

are part of being a connectional church. While apportionments are 

not considered a “bill,” $1,988 per month is the amount suggested by 

the conference. The church is currently paying $300 per month 

toward apportionments. There is currently $28,915 in reserve funds, 

which is equal to approximately two months’ expenses. From January 

through March, income was $35,606 and expenses were $42,890. 

Other funds are maintained by the Wills & Memorials Committee, 

United Women in Faith (UWF), and the Trustees. The Wills & 

Memorials has funded large projects in the past (i.e. new carpet, the 

bell tower, some window replacement, painting). Some of the UWF 

funds come back to the church as a donation. The Trustees are 

sponsoring monthly pancake breakfasts, with money raised going 

toward building projects. The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund receives 

money only from designated donations and aluminum can recycling. 

This fund assists people who come to the church with specific needs 

(gas cards, food, short-term shelter, etc.). Assistance to any individual 

is limited to once per year. Feeding Friends is funded exclusively 

through donations and service groups. This community mission 

project pays for the church’s kitchen licenses, dishwasher expenses, 

and carry-out containers. In addition, Feeding Friends has covered 

half the cost for a new cooler and a new stove. Suggestions for ways 

to help with church finances include regular giving, promoting and 

buying tickets for the Fall Dinner, supporting the pancake breakfasts, 

and contributing toward needed items from the “Giving Board.” 
 

Trustees - Jan Aschliman, Chair of the Trustees, reported that bids 

are currently being sought for replacing the roof on Fellowship Hall. 

A community live auction is planned for September 27th to raise 

funds for this project. Donations from businesses and individuals 

 

On Sunday, April 6, 2025, an All-Church 

Meeting was held in Fellowship Hall 

following Sunday morning worship. The 

following is a summary of the information 

that was shared: 



 

  

will be included in the auction. A pie/baked goods social is also 

planned. Consistent efforts are being made to monitor and reduce 

utility costs, including adjusting thermostats. New windows have 

also been very helpful in making the building more energy efficient.  

 

Pastor Lorri – Pastor Lorri expressed her appreciation for the 

many leaders in the church. She encouraged a shift in attitude from 

“survival mode” to focus on caring for the people in the church, 

which includes open and honest feedback. Services to seniors are 

rotated among pastors in the community. Pastor Lorri arranges 

visits as often as her schedule allows. She encouraged others to do 

this individually or as a visitation team.  

 

Sarah Buroker – As a relatively new member, Sarah spoke about 

some of her experiences within the church. She has some concerns 

about negative comments, gossip and rumors. Sarah feels there is a 

need for more receptiveness to sharing opinions and new ideas. She 

believes in leading by example, including treating others the way 

you want to be treated, and not expecting others to do something 

you wouldn’t be willing to do yourself.  

 

In addition, attendees were given notecards and asked to submit 

comments, questions, concerns and/or suggestions related to the 

church.  A printed summary is available in the narthex. The Church 

Council will be reviewing these at its monthly meetings, and any 

responses or actions taken will be relayed to the congregation.  
 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
 

  
continue the celebration with a potluck meal. 

On May 4th we will celebrate 
the confirmation of Akayla & 
Carter Schultz and Anthony & 
Emma Butteris.  After the 
worship service, we will  
 



  

800 Compassion Way 

 



 

  

 
Raise the Roof Campaign: 
 
The Trustees are hosting a live auction to raise funds to install a 
new roof on our Fellowship Hall September 27th, 2025.  
 
The Fellowship Hall houses seating and a kitchen within our 
Church and fellowship after church services, but it is used for 
numerous other community activities you may not be aware of. 
 
Community groups that currently use Fellowship Hall are as 
follows: Lifeline (for health screenings), SW Cap for Head start 
screening, Upland Hills Health for employee events, strong 
bodies exercise class, PEO (Philanthropic Educational 
Organization), Upland Hills Hospice, Babies gone too soon, 
Compassionate Friends, and the Farm Bureau also holds monthly 
meetings.  Fellowship Hall is also used for the weekly community 
sponsored meal by Feeding Friends with which feeds 100 to 150 
people weekly.  Other individual events has also been held there 
such as graduations, weddings, and other ceremonies. 
 
We are in the process of sending out donation forms (see next 
page) to a variety of businesses.  Church members are welcome 
to help with these activities; we see this as a somewhat daunting 
task and would appreciate any help.  We are soliciting 4 
quotations from various regional roofing companies.  The quotes 
will include different scenarios as to material.  The decision may 
be based on dollars available.  There may also be some grants 
we can apply to help fund the project. 
 
If you have questions, please contact any Trustee Member. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
The Trustee Committee 
 



   



 

  

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
3 – Kay Van Epps   24 – Mary Berryman 
5 – Jody Vanderloo   26 – Howard Rideout 
11 – Rich James   27 – Todd Biddick 
14 – Zara Nelson   28 – Eric Bower 
17 – Pastor Lorri    
 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
  2 – Kevin & Jan Kirschbaum 
  28 – Jamie & Brittany Gevelinger  

PLEASE PRAY:  Edna Dunham, Ivy Wilson, Zach Hickman, 

Gevelinger family, Theresa Stewart, Jane & Ron Elwell, Mike Stanton, 

Ron Weagle, Dennis Benson, Rod Sparling, Art Humbert, Martha Boyer 
 

 

 

 

United Women in Faith News 
 

In case you didn’t hear – the April Rummage and Bake Sale 
was a huge success!! THANK YOU AGAIN TO EVERYONE!! 
 
Our unit of United Women in Faith will meet on Thursday, May 
1st at 6:30PM in the Library. We will have a business meeting 
followed by a discussion on the theme of the May program from 
Carrying our Faith Forward - “How Do You Define Faith?” – 
“What does faith feel like for you?”. We will enjoy a time of 
fellowship including refreshments. We hope you can attend!  
Because we don’t meet in June or July, this is our last 
scheduled meeting until the annual “Brunch at the Barn”, 
scheduled this year for August 7th. 

 



 

 

  

 

A Chicken or an Eagle 
 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the 

will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
~Romans 12:2 

 
Once upon a time, a man found the egg of an eagle. It had 
been abandoned for some reason by its mother, but as it was 
still warm, the man took it and placed it in the nest of one of 
his backyard chickens, along with the other eggs already 
being brooded.  
 
After a time, the eaglet hatched. Along with the other chicks 
from the nest, he began to roam the backyard, doing what the 
others did. He scratched at the earth for worms and insects. 
He pecked at the corn the man scattered across the yard. He 
clucked and cackled as best he could, and as he grew, he 
would flap his wings and fly a few feet into the air—just like 
the other chickens.  
 
Years passed, and the eagle grew old. 
 
One day, he saw a magnificent bird high above him in the 
cloudless sky. It glided gracefully through the powerful wind 
currents, soaring and swooping, scarcely beating its long, 
golden wings.  
 
The old eagle watched in awe and asked, “What is that?”  
 
“That is the eagle—the king of birds,” one of his neighbors 
replied. “He belongs to the sky and the high places. We 
belong to the earth. We are chickens.”  
 

The old eagle believed it was true. And so, he lived and died 
as a chicken—because that’s what he thought he was.  
 
Very often in life, our perspective determines our reality. By 
experiencing the transforming power of God’s love and grace, 
we begin to see the world, the ministry of the church as a 



 

  

 

Date Attendence Offering 

4/6 63 $5,163 

4/13 59 $4,651 

4/20 106 $4,097 

4/27 46 $1,589 
 

whole, our shared ministry as United Methodists, and even our 
individual lives in a new and extraordinary way.  
 
Instead of being held back by “what ifs,” fears of failure, or the 
challenges in front of us, we are able to soar—sustained and 
lifted by the same grace that has already transformed us. 

 
Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

times of health concerns or a death in the family. A list of volunteers 

willing to contribute toward meals is maintained by the committee. 

When there is a need, an email request is sent to these individuals. 

Meal menus, pick-up, and delivery is coordinated through email, 

texts and/or phone calls. If you are interested in having your name 

added to this list of volunteers, please contact Penny Edwards at 

608-553-2910. 

Caring for Others with a Meal 
 

The DUMC Membership Care & Concern 

Committee was established in August, 2016, 

with a mission to demonstrate care for 

members and friends of the church. One 

way to do this is to provide meals during  

 



 

 

   

   

   

   
 

   

   

   

   
  

 

Tithing
88%

Reimbursements
9%

Building Use
2%

March Income = $13,320

Personnel $8,829 63% 
Service & 
Outreach $300 2% 

Property $4,269 31% 

General $504 4% 

Total Expenses $13,902  
 

 

Personnel
63%Service & 

Outreach
4%

Property
31%

General
2%

March Expenses = $13,902

February   

Tithing $11,729 88% 

Reimbursements $1,250 9% 

Building Use $214 2% 

Other $127  
Total  $13,320  

 



YTD   

Tithing $30,550 84% 

Reimbursements $3,750 11% 

Building Use $960 3% 

Other $307 1% 

 $35,567  

  

Personnel $26,112 61% 
Service and 
Outreach $2,685 6% 

Property $13,160 31% 

General $932 2% 

Total Expenses $42,890  

  

Tithing
84%

Reimbursements
10%

Building Use
3%

Other
1% YTD Income = $35,567

Personnel
61%Service and 

Outreach
6%

Property
31%

General
2%

Year to Date Expenses = $42,890



  



 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 M
a

y
 


