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Pastor’s Column

As we enter December, my heart is filled with deep

gratitude. This season naturally invites us to pause and

remember the countless blessings God has poured into our

lives. As a church family, we have walked through another year
together—supporting one another, praying for one another, and
faithfully serving our community in Christ’s name. For all of this,
thanks be to God.

And now we step into Advent, a season of holy expectation. Advent is a
reminder that God is always coming toward us—with hope, with light,
with a love strong enough to break through even the darkest places of
our world. We wait for the Christ who came long ago in Bethlehem,
who comes now in our daily lives through the Holy Spirit, and who will
come again to make all things new. In that waiting, we hold onto
hope—mnot a vague wish, but a confident trust in the God who keeps
promises.

Yet Advent is not only comforting; it is also prophetic.It calls the
church to imagine a world shaped not by fear, division, or scarcity, but
by God’s peace, generosity, and justice. Isaiah spoke of swords
becoming plowshares, and spears turning into pruning hooks—a world
where instruments of harm become tools for life. That vision still speaks
boldly to us today.

In a world often filled with anxiety and noise, God gently calls our
church to become a sign of that future: a community where every person
is valued, listened to, welcomed, and loved; a community that refuses to
give up on hope; a community that believes God can work through
ordinary people like us to bless this town and beyond.



As your pastor, [ am continually moved by the truth that God cares
for each one of you personally—your joys, your burdens, your
families, your stories. God knows you by name and walks with you
through every season of life. And from that deep and steady love
comes our calling: to share God’s grace with others—in our
workplaces, in our homes, in our neighborhoods; through kindness,
service, prayer, generosity, and forgiveness; through being the light
of Christ in a world longing for light.

As we journey through December and prepare to celebrate the birth
of our Savior, may our hearts be open to wonder, to compassion, and
to the movement of the Holy Spirit among us.

I want to conclude by saying this: It is my joy and honor to serve as
your pastor. I give thanks for this church—your faithfulness, your
kindness, your generosity, and your courage to follow God’s calling.
I am grateful for each person who gives, serves, leads, and offers
their gifts so that together we might continue building God’s
kingdom in Dodgeville and beyond.

May the hope of Christ guide you, the peace of Christ fill you, and
the love of Christ shine through you this Advent and Christmas
season.

With gratitude and blessing,
Rev. Dr. Yohan Hong

ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE
MEETING
Monday, December 8" @ 6:00 PM

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT
Sunday, December 7" at 4:30 PM
Everyone is invited to attend!
Sandwiches and Desserts served.
Please call the church office 608-935-5451
or sign up at church.




Church Directory Update
As a new year approaches, the church will be updating the DUMC
Members & Friends Directory for 2026. Please send any requests for
changes or additions to your address, phone, email, or photo by calling

the church office at 608-935-5451 or email carla@dodgevilleumc.org
by December 31, 2025. An updated directory will be available for pick-
up at the church in January.

compassiowate Friends

candlelight Program
WILL be held sunday, December 14
at 6:00PM at DUMC
Any concerns please call 608-574-5718

Christmas Eve Worship Service *
= B
Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (%Wk‘

Will be held at 4:30PM i

CHOIR NOTES
The Choir will sing on Sunday, December 7" and Sunday,
December 14, We will rehearse at 8:00AM on those Sundays.
We will also sing at the Christmas Eve Service, rehearsal at
3:30PM, service at 4:30PM. We welcome new and “returning”
members at any time!!


mailto:carla@dodgevilleumc.org

Sunday School Children’s
Christmas Program

Will be December 14" during worship

THE FALL DINNER WAS A RESOUNDING SUCCESS!

Annually the DUMC church serves an outstanding meal in the fall.
This year was no exception! We had a record number of people who
volunteered in so many ways.

It was wonderful to be in the church %P
working alongside each and every one of you. ) \
Although our hands were busy, we had fun \ L
socializing and laughing with each other. We offered g 3 '
both a drive-thru and dine-in option. It was wonderful | <_/ (
to see so many people coming into the Fellowship / B
Hall to enjoy the meal. At times it was standing room KT%ES
only! We also delivered quite a few meals. The success of the dinner is
the direct result of LOTS of people pitching in and working hard.

Thanks to YOUR efforts and donations, over $4,200 was raised.
THANK YOU one and all!

With much appreciation,

The Planning Committee

PLEASE PRAY
Zach Hickman, Gevelinger family, Theresa Stewart, Mike
Stanton, Ron Weagle, Rod Sparling, Art Humbert, Martha
Boyer, Patti (Edith’s daughter), Lee Oxnem
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United Women in Faith:

At our last meeting we made the following decisions
regarding our 2025 Mission Giving. We were pleased to
share with many mission projects both locally, throughout the
state, and with our contributions to district and conference UWF
supported projects.

UWF supported Missions included; $200 each to Red Bird Mission
(Beverly, KY), Northcott Neighborhood House (Milwaukee),
Harbor House Crisis Shelter (Superior, WI), Rooted and Rising
(Milwaukee), and the UWF Legacy Fund. An additional $500 was
given to SW District UWF Mission Giving.

Local Mission Giving included: $700 to the lowa County Food
Pantry, $200 each to Santa Cop, Free Clinic, and lowa County
Empty Stocking. $100 each to the Dodgeville Homeless Shelter
and Feeding Friends, $300 to Dodger Food Locker, $400 to
Dodgeville Schools for school lunches, and $100 to Sleep in
Heavenly Peace of lowa County. Plus - $1000 to DUMC General
Fund!! Also, an additional $200 was designated for gifts.

Thank you to everyone who helps us in our fundraising efforts to
fulfill the UWF Vision Statement: Turning faith, hope, and love into
action on behalf of women, children, and youth around the world.

We will serve refreshments following the Compassionate Friends
Service scheduled for Sunday, December 14, at 6:00PM. Those
who volunteered to help should arrive at 5:00 PM.

Change of date — our December Potluck Gathering will be
held on Monday, December 15" at 6PM in Fellowship Hall.
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“Christmas Giving Opportunities”
Please take an ornament off the giving tree in the ‘
Narthex for a gift purchase. Items will be giventoa |
needy family in our community. Due Dec. 14™. ’

WILLS AND MEMORIALS COMMITTEE:

The Wills and Memorials Committee will meet on
Tuesday, December 16™ at 1:30PM in the Library.

Giving/Attendance Stats

Week | Attendance | Offering
November
1 84 $5,467
2 78 $2,059
3 82 $2,700
4 55 $3,290
5 cancelled n/a

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARY
31 = Art & Margaret Humbert

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

5 - Mylee Mulder 20 — Mary Wilson
8 - Mary Terrill 22 — Robin Digman
12 - Denise Tolzman 22 — Dawn Van Epps

14 - James Short 29 — Mary Lou Oxnem



November
Tithing
Loose Plate
Building Use
Other

Total

H Tithing M Loose Plate

Personnel
Service &
Outreach

Property
General

Total Expenses

M Personnel

Financial

$12,338 92%
$175 1%
$845 6%

$60 0%
$13,418

NOVEMBER INCOME

M Building Use

$8,238 56%
$3,795 26%
$2,592 18%
$91 1%
$14,717

H Other

NOVEMBER EXPENSES

M Service & Outreach

M Property

W General



Report

YTD
Tithing $111,840 85%
Reimbursements $10,000 8%
Building Use $5,674 4%
Other $4,320 3%
$131,834
YTD INCOME

ETithing MReimbursements ™ Building Use mOther
Personnel $82,200 63%
Service and
Outreach $9,073 7%
Property $36,921 28%
General $2,119 2%
Total Expenses $130,311

YTD EXPENSE

W Personnel M Service and Outreach ®Property M General
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