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Newsletter Pastoral Column
A Story of Grace, Resilience, and Hope

A new year is already one month behind us, and
now we have entered February. I've mentioned
more than once that | want to meet you more
deeply and get to know each of you better. As I've been visiting
and talking with church members, | realized that many people
know less about my home country, South Korea, than | expected.
So | began to think that sharing a bit more about South Korea—
especially since your pastor is Korean—might be one meaningful
first step toward understanding one another more deeply.

Some of you have shared that when you think of Korea, what
comes to mind are older images—often shaped by the long-
running American television series M*A*S*H (1972—1983), set
during the Korean War. For many Americans, portrayals like this
became a “default picture” of Korea for a long time. Before the
Korean War, people simply said “Korea.” After the war, the world
began using “South Korea” (a democratic nation) and “North
Korea” (a communist nation) to describe two very different
realities on the same peninsula.

Today, South Korea is widely known as a modern, resilient, and
innovative nation—one with deep cultural roots and remarkable
global influence. South Korea has hosted major international
events like the 1988 Seoul Olympics, the 2002 FIFA World Cup
(co-hosted with Japan), and the 2018 PyeongChang Winter
Olympics. It is also home to globally recognized brands—
Samsung Electronics, Hyundai Motor, LG Electronics, and Kia
Motors—companies that have become global economic
forerunners in technology, manufacturing, design, and mobility.



Economically, South Korea is widely recognized as one of the
world’s leading advanced economies—often described as
ranking around the top tier globally. For example, an official-
style country profile published in 2024 described South Korea
as the 13th-largest economy in the world. South Korea’s
development journey is also remarkable: it is often
highlighted as the first former aid-recipient country to join the
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) Development Assistance Committee (DAC)—a
milestone that marked its transition from receiving assistance
to becoming a significant development partner and donor
(approved in 2009; formal membership beginning in 2010).

South Korea is also known for its digital infrastructure.
Rankings change over time, but South Korea is consistently
recognized for very fast connectivity. And South Korea may
feel even closer today through culture. Around the world,
people connect South Korea with K-DRAMA, K-POP, K-
CULTURE, and K-FOODS—a global cultural wave often
called “Hallyu.” In fact, Korean culture has been having a
genuine “moment” in the United States. Netflix’'s Squid Game
remains a global phenomenon, and Netflix's animated K-Pop
Demon Hunters earned Oscar nominations—while its song
“Golden” reached No. 1 on Billboard’s Adult Pop Airplay and
led Billboard’s Top Movie Songs chart. K-pop’s influence has
also shown up in historic public moments and everyday life—
BTS (a boy band) spoke at the United Nations in 2021 and
partnered with McDonald’s for the global “BTS Meal’—signs
of a broader cultural renaissance as Korean music, stories,
and food become part of mainstream American culture.

South Korea is also a relatively small nation by population—
about 51-52 million people—yet it carries an outsized story of
resilience. Historically, Korea endured repeated hardship and
national trauma, often living in the shadow of larger powers.
Yet as the gospel of Jesus Christ took root, many of our
ancestors began to hold on to something stronger than fear:



a new dream, a new hope, and the courage to rebuild. Over
time, that hope helped form a people known for
perseverance, and it contributed to what many call an
‘economic miracle.” From my perspective, all of it is God'’s
grace—grace that strengthens the weary and lifts people up
again.

That same grace has also shaped South Korea into a
mission-minded church. According to widely cited mission
research, Korean churches have sent more than 21,917
long-term missionaries to over 170 countries (as of 2023)—
one of the highest missionary-sending movements in the
world. And Seoul is home to several of the world’s largest
congregations, reminding us that God can use even a small
nation in a surprisingly large way for the blessing of many.

| was born and raised in Seoul, the capital of South Korea—
a true big city of about 9.6 million people. Seoul is known for
its dense and convenient public transportation—subways,
buses, and taxis reaching nearly every corner. Sometimes
when | describe where | grew up, people smile and tease
me, “So you’re a real city slicker!” | laugh—because in some
ways, it’s true.

And yes—South Korea has four distinctive seasons. We
have a beautiful spring and fall, a hot and humid summer,
and a cold and snowy winter. Since coming to Wisconsin,
I've learned that winter here can be a bit more brutal—and
definitely longer—than winter back home. Still, those
changing seasons shaped me: they taught me that life
moves in cycles, that harsh seasons do not last forever, and
that new life comes again.

But | also want to share something deeper than city life—my
faith story. In the 1890s, my great-grandfather first heard the
gospel through early Christian mission work in Korea. From
that generation on, faith was planted and passed down—like
a living stream of grace running through my family. | am
here today because the gospel reached my ancestors,



changed their hearts, and quietly shaped our family’s future. And
by God’s providence, that same gospel later carried me outward. |
had the privilege of serving as a missionary in the Philippines,
participating in mission journeys across many nations, and
eventually coming to the United States to study and grow. Now |
have the honor of serving here—sharing God’s Word and Christ’s
love with you. In many ways, this feels like a “full circle of grace™:
the gospel was once shared across the ocean to bless families
like mine, and now | have the privilege of serving the church
here—with humility, joy, and gratitude.

At the same time, our hearts remain tender toward North Korea.
Because the country is so closed, numbers are difficult to verify—
but widely cited estimates often speak of hundreds of

thousands of Christians worshiping in secrecy under severe risk,
sometimes described in the 200,000—-400,000 range. We continue
to pray for peace, human dignity, and the hope of reunification—so
that one day people from both North Korea and South Korea may
meet freely and worship God together.

So | have one simple request: Please pray with me. Pray for
reunification and peace on the Korean peninsula. Pray for
protection of the vulnerable. Pray for the underground believers
who hold on to Christ in fear and hardship. And pray for the day
when reconciliation becomes more than a hope.

With gratitude,
Pastor Yohan



UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

The United Women in Faith will meet for our first meeting
of the new year on Thursday, February 5" at 6:30PM.
Martha Boyer will lead the program from our new (2026)
program resource: Mapping Our Way Forward. After the
program we will have a business meeting followed by
refreshments. Hope to see you there!

Looking ahead to March — Friday, March 61" is the annual
World Day of Prayer. The program for this international
event is I Will Give You Rest: Come based on Matthew
11: 28-30. This year’s event is hosted by the women of
Grace Lutheran Church. (Time to be determined)

CHOIR NOTES
The choir will sing on two Sundays in February: the first
Sunday (2/1) and the third Sunday (2/15). We rehearse
at 8:00AM on the days that we sing. We welcome new
and/or returning members at any time. Please consider
joining us!

The trustees are currently working on several updates
and repairs at the church parsonage, with a goal of
offering the property for rent as soon as possible. Watch
for more information from the trustees regarding
opportunities to assist with cleaning and other projects.

Larger floor mats have been purchased with funds from
the Wills and Memorials Committee. These will better
protect the carpet in the narthex at the north and south
entrances to the church.




STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE
Eating from Trees We Did Not Plant

There’s a quiet grace in realizing that much of what sustains
us comes from work we did not do.

We eat fruit from orchards we didn’t plant. We sit under shade
trees someone else nurtured decades ago. We benefit from
schools, churches, hospitals, and ministries that were
dreamed up and funded by people who never knew our
names. Their generosity was never meant to circle back to
them personally — it was offered for the sake of people they
would never meet.

That truth can be unsettling in a culture that often asks,
“What's in it for me?” Yet Scripture consistently points us
toward a different way of living - one rooted in trust, hope, and
love for the generations yet to come.

Generosity that only exists when there’s a direct benefit
attached is really just a transaction. But generosity rooted in
faith looks beyond immediate return. It plants seeds without
demanding proof of harvest. It trusts that God will use our
gifts - of time, money, energy, and love - in ways we may
never see.

Many of the faithful choices we make today won’t bear fruit
tomorrow. They may not even bear fruit in our lifetime. But
they matter. They shape communities. They strengthen
ministries. They create possibilities for people we’ll never
know, just as others once did for us.

Living generously is an act of hope. It's a declaration that
God’s story is bigger than our own chapter - and that we're
willing to plant trees so others can eat, rest, and thrive long
after we're gone.
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December
Tithing

Loose Plate
Building Use
Apportionments
Other

Total

5

$13,115 88%
$257 2%
$110 1%

$1,380 9%
$75

$14,937

DECEMBER INCOME

H Tithing W Loose Plate mBuilding Use B Apportionments B Other

1%

Personnel $6,930 63%
Service &

Outreach $1,435 13%
Property $2,307 21%
General $229 2%
Total Expenses $10,901

M Personnel

DECEMBER EXPENSES

M Service & Outreach
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<«

M Property M General



YTD
Tithing $124,955 85%
Loose Plate $1,610 1%
Building Use $5,784 4%
Apportionments $1,380
Fall Dinner receipts $2,080 1%
Other $13,042 9%
$146,771
YTD INCOME
M Tithing M Loose Plate M Building Use
W Apportionments W Fall Dinner receipts
1%
Personnel $89,130 63%
Service and
Outreach $10,508 7%
Property $39,582 28%
General $2,348 2%
Total Expenses $141,567

YTD EXPENSE

M Personnel M Service and Outreach M Property M General
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We all have a “before” and an “after.”
When life unravels and nothing feels the same.

What is yours?

& Unraveling Together:
When Grief is Real Workshop

with Pastor and Author Dianne Deaton Vielhuber

Dodgeville United Methodist Church

Tues., Feb. 24, 2026 at 6 PM

Thl§ is not a book of qwck flxes or easy

answers Itisa gentle mvrtahon 10! 2.
* Name the grief you carry, whether it is from

death, disappointment or un o A s ., )
: Akl e Readers Are Saying:

* Honor that grief is not meant to be carried This ot justalbook hovE lbess
alone it’s about love, faith, and the

» Discover how to hold both sorrow and courage to keep going when life

- gratitude without shame B unravels. - Megan

} We need THIS grief book. - Angela

e Explore how God meets us in our pain and
weaves threads of healing into our story ]

: . \
Please join in this compassionate time of exploring grief.
Fellowship immediately following work‘sahop.
Books will be available for purchase and signing.

327 N lowa Street, Doé‘geville, Wi

4%( DOdg V|"e https://www.dodgevilleumc.org/

UNITED MtTHODﬁ 608'935'5451
Facebook: Dodgeville United Methpdist Church




All Church Visioning Session

Everyone who participates in worship at DUMC is
invited to attend a workshop on Saturday, March
7 from 9:00 to 11:30 AM. Pastor Yohan will lead

us in exploring what the church is doing now and

how we want our church to move forward.

We want to hear what you think!
More information will be shared in the coming

weeks. Please mark your calendars and plan to
join us!"

NARRATIVE BUDGET

In addition to the step-giving chart included in this
newsletter, a Narrative Budget has been produced by the
Stewardship & Finance Committee and copies have been
delivered to church mailboxes.

Please remember to check your mailbox for these two
items.

TRUSTEE PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Please plan to support our Trustees in their efforts to
raise funds for the upkeep of our church building. The
next Pancake Breakfast is Sunday, February 8" from
8:00-11:00 AM.

Tell your friends!




A 6:30 Ash Wednesday

. A&H service is being planned for
% _ February 18™at DUMC

 WEDNESDAY

Sunday Worship
Date Attended Offering
1/4/26 72 $3,900
1/11/26 69 $1,205
1/18/26 48 $1,507
1/25/26 45 $2,125

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS \

1 - Ron Symons

2 - Bonnie Oxnem
3 — David LaBelle
9 — Tom Harman
10 — Jonny Olday
10 — June Olday
19 - Dee Dochnahl
20 — Monte Muller
27 - Don Smith

28 — Carol Thomas

WILLS & MEMORIALS

The Wills and Memorials Committee will meet on Tuesday,
February 17, 2026 at 1:30PM in the Church Library.
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